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PREFACE 


OF 

THE  TRANSLATOR. 


The  treatment  of  Diseases,  by  external  applica- 
tions, possesses  many  advantages,  and  where  the 
seat  of  the  malady  is  confined  to  the  Skin,  acquires 
a preference  to  every  other  mode  of  treatment. 

The  forms  in  which  external  applications  are 
used,  are  various,  but  the  most  active  and  ener- 
getic, is  certainly  that  of  vapor  in  the  gazeous 
state. 

By  these  means,  the  remedy  is  applied  in  its  most 
diffusible  and  penetrating  form;  and  acquires,  from 
its  combination  with  caloric,  all  the  force  of  its 
natural  qualities.  The  mouths  of  the  absorbent 
vessels  are  also  relaxed  by  the  heat,  and  prepared  to 
receive  a larger  portion  of  the  medicated  properties 
thus  thrown  upon  them. 

These  considerations,  and  a peculiar  theory  of 
cutaneous  affections,  first  induced  Dr.  Gales  to  in- 
troduce Sulphurous  Fumigation  at  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Louis,  for  the  treatment  of  Psora.  This  disease, 
either  from  its  less  frequency  in  this  country  than 
in  France,  or  its  contagion  being  principally  con- 
fined to  the  poorer  classes  of  society,  has  not  attract- 
ed the  same  attention  of  the  Faculty  here  as  it  ap- 
pears to  have  done  in  that  country,  notwithstanding 
it  is,  in  many  instances,  very  difficult  to  eradicate 
by  the  ordinary  means.  It  is  also  a disease  which 
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in  my  opinion,  in  scrophulous,  and  certain  other 
constitutions,  is  often  the  origin  of  many  obstinate 
cases  of  cutaneous  affections.  The  theory  of  Dr. 
Gales,  on  the  cause  of  psora,  although  it  presents 
nothing  new,  is  a confirmation  of  the  opinions  which 
have  been  long  entertained  by  some  practitioners, 
but  doubted,  and  even  denied  by  others. 

Acting  upon  the  principles  of  it,  he  found,  that 
all  cases  of  psora,  particularly  those  of  the  worst 
kind,  shortly  gave  way  to  fumigation  with  this 
mineral.  He  was  also  induced  to  think,  that  the 
infected  persons  were  cured  by  one  single  applica- 
tion of  the  vapor,  which  alone  sufficed  to  destroy 
the  insects  contained  in  the  vesicles,  and  that  the 
ulterior  applications  served  merely  to  amend  tlie 
disorganization  of  the  cuticle,  which  probably  would 
heal  by  nature ; an  idea  which  I have  myself  seen 
realiz^. 

The  success  of  this  new  practice  soon  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  administration  for  the  affairs  of 
hospitals,  who  appointed  a Medical  Jury,  composed 
of  men  of  the  highest  professional  reputation  in 
Paris,  to  ascertain,  by  a series  of  experiments,  the 
merits  of  this  remedy.  Fifty-eight  patients,  afflict- 
ed with  the  worst  cases  of  psora,  and  with  other 
cutaneous  and  pruriginous  diseases,  were  selected 
af  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  for  this  purpose. 

Many  of  these  patients,  at  the  same  time,  labour- 
ed under  chronic  rheumatism,  and  other  obstinate 
complaints;  and  if  was  found,  that  the  fumigation 
not  only  removed  the  affection  of  the  skin,  but 
either  cured  or  considerably  relieved  the  other 
affections  also. 

This  discovery  was  most  fortunate;  for  it  in- 
duced many  Professors  of  the  Faculty,  and  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  Hospitals  of  Paris,  as  well  as 
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Dr.  Gal^s,  to  apply  this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
a great  variety  of  chronic  diseases  of  the  most  dis- 
tressing kind.  Diseases  which  but  too  frequently 
resist  the  most  energetic  treatment,  and  foil  the 
efforts  of  the  most  enlightened  practitioner. 

The  result  of  this  practice  has  served  to  shorten 
the  duration  of  each  of  these  maladies,  and  to  treat 
them  with  a success  and  expedition,  of  which  no 
internal  means  can  boast. 

The  cases  illustrative  of  Dr.  Galas’  practice,  are 
numerous  and  interesting:  the  facts  that  corroborate 
its  advantages  strong  and  convincing,  and  are  sanc- 
tioned by  the  first  Medical  Authorities  of  his  own 
country,*  and,  in  short,  by  all  the  Faculty  of  Paris. 
They  were  detailed  in  Reports,  to  several  high 
Official  characters,  some  of  whom  personally  attend- 
ed, and  approved  the  curative  process.  These  Re- 
ports w'ere  ordered  by  the  French  Government,  to 
be  printed  at  the  Royal  Press,  and  circulated 
throughout  France;  therefore  the  authenticity  of 
the  facts  therein  stated,  cannot  be  called  in  ques- 
tion ; the  administration  of  hospitals  also  ordered 
an  establishment  to  be  formed  in  Paris,  solely  for  the 
application  of  this  remedy. 

Since  these  Memoirs  were  published,  my  cor- 
respondent in  Paris  informs  me,  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  Interior  had  written  to  all  the  Prefects 
of  Departments,  requesting,  they  w’ould  cause 
this  practice  to  be  adopted  in  all  the  Hospitals  in 
l-'rance;  and  that  Dr.  Gal^s,  at  three  establishments, 
wliich  he  had  formed  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 


* No  less  than  eighteen  Professors  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  and  forty 
other  eminent  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  most  ot  them  of  Hospitals,  are 
enumerated  in  these  Memoirs,  as  witnessing  and  approving  this  curative 
process,  among  whom  we  find  the  names  of  Richeraiid,  Dubois,  L’Ermi- 
nier,  Halle,  lieronx,  and  many  others,  whose  talents  aie  acknowledged 
throughout  Europe. 
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was  employing  the  sulphurous  and  other  mineral 
fumigations  in  the  foregoing  and  other  diseases, 
with  astonishing  success,  that  tlie  French  Govern- 
ment had  granted  him  the  exclusive  privilege  fcM' 
this  practice  in  the  capital,  and  a pension  for  life 
of  6000  francs,  and  that  the  Allied  Sovereigns, 
and  many  other  Personages  of  distinction  when  in 
Paris,  had  witnessed  this  curative  process  with 
much  admiration,  and  had  been  pleased  to  confei- 
on  him  many  valuable  presents. 

Indeed,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  fumi- 
gating system  may  be  advantageously  extended  to 
the  use  of  many  other  Medicinal  remedies,  and  to 
the  cure  of  many  other  diseases. 

Beside  the  utility  of  this  remedy,  as  abridging 
the  duration  of  many  obstinate  affections,  it  will 
often  render  a tedious  course  of  internal  medi- 
cine unnecessary ; the  nature  of  which  must  ne- 
cessarily interrupt  the  functions  of  the  stomach, 
bowels,  and  other  secretions,  destroy  the  appetite, 
prevent  the  patient  pursuing  his  avocations,  and 
ultimately  greatly  impair  the  system. 

Fumigations  hitherto  have  been  confined  to  the 
cure  of  circumscribed  local  affections,  or  particular 
symptoms  of  general  disease,  rather  than  employed 
as  an  idiophatic  remedy. — Dr.  Gales’  method  offers 
a new  field  in  practice,  and  leads  to  a method,  new, 
simple,  and  energetic.  What  can  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  to  find  palsy,  chronic  rheumatism,  gout, 
contractions  of  the  joints,  obstinate  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, and  other  forms  of  disease,  which  have  been 
hitherto  considered  the  opprobrio  of  the  profession, 
yield  to  this  novel  proceeding. 

Ko  diseases  are  more  frequent  in  this  country  than 
the  maladiesof  the  skin, from  the  variable  atmosphere 
with  which  we  are  surrounded,  the  excesses  in  diet, 
and  other  circumstances  peculiar  to  our  situation 
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and  to  modern  life.  Frictions  have  been  the  mode 
generally  resorted  to  for  the  cure  of  such  affections, 
when  they  have  resisted  internal  remedies,  and  these 
frictions  have  been  assisted  by  the  warm  bath  as  a 
preparation  to  render  the  vessels  of  the  skin  more 
active  and  fit  to  receive  the  medicated  application. 
The  advantage  of  this  practice  is  no  doubt  great, 
but  it  is  troublesome  and  disagreeable  in  its  appli- 
cation, and  wants  the  cleanness  and  certainty  of  the 
gazeous  form.  AYarm  medicated  baths  have  also 
been  occasionally  employed  in  such  diseases,  but 
they  are  uncertain  in  their  effects,  and  seldom  can 
be  relied  on  for  a complete  cure. 

From  the  first  commencement  of  my  professional 
career,  twenty-two  years  ago,  I was  often  induced 
to  reflect  on  the  obstinacy  of  many  cases  of  cutane- 
ous affections,  and  the  frequent  inefficacy  of  the 
usual  remedies.  Peculiar  circumstances,  both  in 
England,  and  in  tropical  climates,  (where  affec- 
tions of  the  skin  are  also  very  prevalent,)  have  af- 
forded mean  ample  field  of  treating  this  description 
of  diseases. 

JMy  experience  will  justify  me  in  asserting,  that 
although  some  of  these  affections  might,  perhaps, 
be  purely  local,  and  their  existence  depend  solely 
upon  a particular  irritation  of  the  skin  only,  yet, 
most  chronic  cases  of  the  tettery,  and  some  other 
kinds,  are  constitutional.  That  they  have  their 
existence  in  a certain  debilitated  or  scrophulous  ha- 
bit, and  that  it  is  from  this  debility  extending  to  the 
skin,  and  tlie  consequent  loss  of  its  tone,  the  disease 
becomes  engendered. 

I was  first  led  to  this  opinion,  from  the  frequent 
fliilure  oflhe  common  alteratives  in  their  treatment 
wliich  I observed,  often  served  to  increase  that  de- 
bility, and  to  aggravate  the  affection. 

d'liis  idea  has  Jong  since  induced  me  to  employ 
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tonics,  particularly  the  preparations  of  steel,  in  some 
of  these  cases,  and  that  with  the  most  distinguished 
advantage.  Under  this  treatment,  assisted  by  topical 
applications,  I have  found  the  disease  speedily  give 
way.  By  improving  the  general  health,  these  re- 
medies render  tlie  texture  of  the  skin  more  firm, 
increase  the  action  of  the  mucous  functions,  and 
thus  obliterate  the  affection. 

These  considerations  lead  me  to  speak  of  the 
modus  o'pcrandi  of  sulphurous  fumigation,  as  ful- 
filling the  same  indications,  which  it  appears  to  do 
in  a superior  degree. 

Sulphur,  although  it  be  a mineral  which  has  been 
a good  deal  slighted  by  the  Faculty,  possesses  a 
combination  of  several  valuable  properties,  Avhether 
it  be  taken  internally  or  externally  applied.  In- 
ternally it  acts  as  an  aperient,  a sudorific,  an  altera- 
tive, and  as  a tonic;  and  I have  frequently  seen  much 
advantage  derived  from  its  use  in  many  chronic 
diseases. 

This  mineral  converted  into  a gas,  combined 
with  caloric,  and  applied  to  the  wdiole  surface  of  the 
body,  greatly  increases  its  valuable  properties. 

In  the  first  instance,  w’^e  find  its  sudorific  proper- 
ties predominant,  it  occasions  perspiration,  and 
therefore  is  well  calculated  to  relax  contractions  of 
the  joints,  abstract  superfluous  and  inspissated  mu- 
cus from  the  pores  of  the  skin  in  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, and  remove  latent  pains  in  cases  of  chronic 
disease.  After  submitting  to  the  process  of  the  gas, 
its  tonic  and  alterative  operations  become  percepti- 
ble. ’J'he  patient  finds  an  agreeable  glow  of  heat, 
an  increased  firmness  in  the  texture  of  the  skin,  and 
in  the  muscular  system',  the  appetite  is  improved, 
in  short,  the  w'hole  body  is  invigorated,  and  from  the 
increased  activity  of  the  absorbent  vessels  of  the 
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skin,  all  foul  humours  are  quickly  absorbed  or  the 
disease  dies  away  and  tlie  scales  fall  off. 

It  is  by  these  sudorific  and  tonic  properties,  that 
this  gas  has  cured  so  many  obstinate  cases  of  chronic 
rheumatism  and  gout.  'Phese  diseases  although  often 
accompanied  with  much  inflammatory  action,  chiefly 
owe  their  long  existence  to  a certain  debilitated  state 
of  the  constitution. 

Paralytic  affections  are  seldom  accompanied  -with 
inflammation,  but  usually  exist  from  general  or  par- 
tial debility,  and  in  these  the  tonic  powers  of  the 
fumigating  process,  has  been  attended  with  unex- 
ampled advantage. 

One  practical  fact  contained  in  Dr.  Gales’  Me- 
moirs, is  highly  interesting.  Every  practitioner 
must  have  experienced  the  obstinacy  of  certain 
herpetic  affections,  which  become  engrafted  upon 
old  ill-cured  cases  of  syphilis.  Some  of  these  had 
been  submitted  to  long  continued  courses  of  mer- 
cury, employed  by  skilful  hands.  But  they  served 
only  to  aggravate  the  disease.  The  patients  were 
then  submitted  to  a course  of  the  sulphurous  fumi- 
gation. This  was  attended  with  much  advantage, 
the  general  health  was  considerably  improved,  and 
although  the  disease  was  not  completely  cured,  it 
was  considerably  amended.  A mercurial  treatment 
was  again  resorted  to,  and  then  the  disease  quickly 
gave  way. 

In  the  treatment  of  syphilitic  affections,  they 
must  also  have  experienced  the  difficulty  presented 
on  many  occasions,  on  account  of  the  general  re- 
laxation of  the  system,  the  consequence  of  a te- 
dious use  of  mercurial  remedies.  In  such  cases, 
the  mineral  runs  off  by  the  different  secretions, 
without  acting  upon  the  disease,  and  the  con- 
stitution becomes  more  and  more  debilitated  by 
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its  continuance,  without  any  beneficial  results.  It 
is  to  this  circumstance,  and  to  the  injudicious  use 
of  mercury  in  such  constitutions,  tliat  I attribute 
many  of  the  ill-cured  cases  of  syphilis  which  we 
daily  meet  with. 

I have  usually  found  it  necessary  in  such  cases, 
to  desist  from  a mercurial  treatment,  to  substitute 
one  calculated  to  repair  the  general  health,  and 
prepare  the  constitution  for  its.  further  use,  and  I 
have  then  found,  that  the  disease  has  quickly  yielded 
to  the  powerful  effects  of  that  antidote. 

It  was  upon  these  principles,  I conceive,  in  se- 
veral cases  of  cutaneous  affections,  partaking  of  a 
syphilitic  character,  detailed  in  these  Memoirs,  that 
tlie  mercurial  treatment  ultimately  triumphed. 
In  cases  of  the  latter  description  as  well  as  the  for- 
mer, I conceive  the  fumigations  will  equally  assist 
in  tlie  cure. 

In  syphilis,  mercury  is  often  carried  to  an  un- 
warrantable extent,  without  duly  considering  its 
debilitating  effects, — an  excess,  which  frequently 
so  breaks  down  the  constitution  as  to  lay  the  found- 
ation for  many  dangerous  and  incurable  mala- 
dies. This  evil  often  either  leaves  the  disease  un- 
cured, or  a continuation  of  certain  symptoms  af- 
ter the  virus  is  destroyed, — perhaps  for  many  years. 
Tliese  symptoms  might  with  more  propriety  be 
termed  mercurial  ulcers,  pains,  eruptions,  &c.  than 
syphilitic. 

There  is  one  circumstance  not  noticed  in  Dr. 
Galas’  Memoirs,  nor  do  I recollect  having  seen  it 
observed  in  the  ingenious  works  of  any  writers  on 
cutaneous  affections,  which  renders  the  fumigating 
S3’’stem  still  more  valuable,  I allude  to  the  cout 
tagious  nature  of  some  of  these  diseases,  particii- 
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larly  thatof  tinea  capitis,  ring-worm,  and  some  others 
of  the  tettery  kind,  I have  seen  numerous  instances 
illustrative  of  this  point.  In  schools,  and  in  large 
families,  I have  frequently  known  every  child 
become  infected  from  one  who  had  promiscuous- 
ly caught  the  infection. 

In  fact,  Dr.  Gales’  Memoirs  appears  to  me  to  be 
a work  of  the  first  practical  importance  in  the  treat- 
ment of  a great  variety  of  diseases,  and  if,  as  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  case,  the  success  attending 
the  fumigating  system  has  been  greater,  perhap.s, 
than  has  ever  attended  the  commencement  of  any 
other  new  remedy,  these  Memoirs  are  no  less  remark- 
able for  simplicity  of  thetechnical  appellation  applied 
to  the  various  diseases  of  the  skin,  submitted  to 
that  process.  Dr.  Gales  appears  to  have  studied 
more  the  cure  than  that  laborious,  and  I may  add, 
tedious  classification  of  numerous  ordei’S,  genera, 
&c.  which  distinguish  the  writings  of  our  mo- 
dern authors,  and  of  his  own  countryman  Dr. 
Alibert,  in  his  very  extensive  ^vork  on  cutaneous  af- 
fections. 

Dr.  Gal6s  has  furnished  us  with  the  means  of 
cure  for  nearly  all  diseases  of  the  skin,  under  the 
simple  term  dartre*.  These  authors  have  per- 
plexed us  with  innumerable  names,  without  furnish- 
ing us  with  any  new  means  of  cure  for  any,  and  in 
many  instances,  have  been  obliged  to  confess,  that 
they  have  resisted  the  most  active  treatment.  A 
multiplicity  of  names  serves  more  to  confuse  the 
young  practitioner  than  to  instruct  him  in  the  cura- 


• Dartre  or  dartos,  from  the  Greek  word  from  to  excoriate, 

or  so  called  from  its  raw  ami  excoriated  apitearancc.s,  dartre.s,  tetters, 
ring-worms,  and  dartreijse  of  tlie  nature  of  tetter,  &c. 

b 


I 
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tive  art,  and  we  often  find  diseases  so  frequently 
- combined  with  each  other,  and  so  complicated  as  to 
render  names  almost  inapplicable. 

Having  attached  myself  to  the  classification  of  the 
late  Dr.  Willan,  and  the  term  dartre  being  but  little 
used  in  this  country  to  designate  affections  of  the 
skin,  on  first  perusing  Dr.  Gales’  Memoirs,  I was  at  a 
loss  to  imagine  what  disease  the  Doctor  intended 
under  this  general  appellation,  but  on  a careful 
examination  of  the  symptoms,  I soon  discovered 
that  he  had  applied  it  to  most  scaly  and  crusty 
affections  of  the  herpetic,  tettery,  impetiginous,  pru- 
riginous,and  leprous  kinds,  distinguishingthem  only 
as  they  were  moist,  dry,  or  scaly,  as  dartre  humida, 
dartre  crutose,  &c. 

Thus,  among  the  diseases  cured  by  Dr.  Galas’ 
system,  I recognized  cases  partaking  of  those  enu- 
merated by  Willan,  under  the  appellations  of 
psoriasis,  porrigo,  pityriasis,  icthyosis,  many  chronic 
cases  of  the  lichenoid  kind,  prurigo,  lepra,  and 
most  herpetic  and  impetiginous  diseases*,  or 


• Some  of  these  zre  again  subdivided  by  Dr.  Willan,  as  follows,  ac- 
cording as  they  affect  particular  parts  of  the  body,  or  from  other  cir- 
cumstances : — 


Psoriasis 

■ Guttata 

syphilitica 

diffusa 

Gyrata 

■  Palroaris 

Labialis 

Opthalmia 

Preputii 

Scrotalis 

Inveterata 

Diffusa  on  the  back  of  the 

hands,  or  sugar-bakers,  or 
washerwoman’s  itch. 


Pityriasis 

Capitis 

Kubra 

Versicolar 

Icthyosis,  or  fish  skin  disease 

Cruri 

Prurigo 

Mitio 

Formicans 

Senilis 

Preputii 

Pubis 

Scrotii 

Pudfiidi 


\ 
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least,  from  a similarity  of  symptoms,  no  doubt, 
but  sulphurous  fumigation  will  prove  efficacious 
in  each  of  those  affections. 

This  remedy  acts  by  invigorating  the  nervous 
system,  and  in  addition  to  its  efficacy  in  the  various 
affections  before  enumerated,  in  mercurial  rheu- 
matism, eruptions,  and  other  symptoms  which  the 
lues  and  its  antidote  often  leave  behind  them,  if 
vve  may  judge  from  analogy,  its  use  may  be  advan- 
tageously extended  to  many  others,  originating 
from  a debilitated  habit,  or  obstructions  in  the  glan- 
dular system.  To  enumerate  these,  would  be  to 
enumerate  nearly  the  whole  list  of  diseases  ; but  in 
general,  I conceive,  it  cannot  fail  proving  an  excel- 
lent auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  dyspepsia,  hysteria, 
epilepsy,  rickets,  obstructions  of  the  mesenteric 
glands* *.  Tumors,  general  debility,  cholera,  Sancti 
Abti,  sciatica,  lumbago,  probably  in  clilorosis,  ulcers 
of  the  leg,  and  various  other  affections,  depending 
upon  general  or  partial  loss  of  tone,  and  a cachectic 
habit.  I conceive  also,  that  this  remedy  might  prove 


Of  Leprn,  the  ancient  G:eok  and  Arabian  physicians,  who  were  parti- 
cularly eminent  in  cutaneous  diseases,  enumerate  many  kinds  ; 

Lepra  Grecormn  I.epra  Nigricans 

Vulgaris  ElephatUiasis,  Leprous  psora,  &c. 

Alphoides 

And  Willan  adds,  I.epra  Venerea,  and  Lepra  in  scaly  patches.  Some  of 
these  diseases  happily  are  hut  little  known  among  the  moderns. 

Dr.  Gales’  metliod  ap[)ears  to  have  been  efficacious  in  several  cases  of 
the  Leprous  kind,  and  its  beneficial  effects  might  probably  be  extended 
to  most  others. 

* This  affection  is  peculiar  to  children  and  young  jiersons,  and  is  often 
the  forerunner  of  consumption  and  dropsy.  In  consequence  of  the  en- 
largement of  the  mesenteric  glands,  the  abdomen  increases  to  an  enormous 
size,  while  every  other  part  of  the  body  wastes,  and  becomes  amazingly 
thin.  The  appetite  is  often  voracious,  sometimes  the  feet  swell,  and  the 
patient  becomes  dropsical,  at  other  times  it  is  attended  with  cough  and 
hectic  fever.  This  is  a scrophulous  disease,  and  is  obstinate  to  cure.  It 
is  often  treated  by  the  ignoratit  as  worms,  and  the  patient  frequently  falls 
a victim  to  such  practice. 
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particularly  serviceable  in  diseases  of  the  skin,  pecu- 
liar to  the  natives  of  hot  climates,  as  the  Guinea 
worm*,  yaws,  &sc.  and  probably  in  the  ascarides  in 
children,  so  troublesome  to  eradicate  by  the  ordinary 
remedies. 

Might  not  this  remedy  also  greatly  assist  us  in 
the  cure  of  that  species  of  dropsy  usually  termed 
anasarca'^ 

The  remote  causes  of  these  kinds  of  dropsical  ac- 
cumulations are  various,  but  the  immediate  cause 
is  always  debility.  The  extreme  branches  of  the 
arteries  become  relaxed,  and  throw  out  a larger 
quantity  o{se7'um,  or  the  watery  part  of  the  blood, 
than  they  have  been  accustomed  to  do,  whilst  on 
the  other  hand,  the  remote  branches  of  tlie  absorbent 
vessels,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  up,  and  convey 
this  fluid  back,  become  debilitated  and  unable  to 
perform  their  office ; It  then,  accumulates  in  tlie  cci- 
lular  membrane  often  in  large  quantities. 

The  Materia  Medica  has  furnished  us  with  ample 
means  of  evacuating  it ; one  of  these  remedies  is 
spoken  of  in  the  Botanic  Garden,  a poem,  in  these 
strong  terms : — 

‘ Warms  with  re-kinclling  bloom  his  visage  wan. 

And  charms  the  shapeless  monster  into  man.’ 

Darwin. 

I have  frequently  known  several  gallons  evacuated 
by  these  remedies  in  a few  hours;  and,  if  they  have 


• This  worm  is  peculiar  to  negroes  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  Africa.  It 
traverses  the  skin  creating  troublesome  itchings  and  eruption.s,  and  when 
grown  to  an  enormous  size  and  length,  a large  abscess  forms.  When 
this  breaks  or  is  opened,  its  head  points  through  the  opening,  the  method 
adopted  is  tlien  to  fix  the  head  to  a slip  of  adhesive  plaster,  and  wind  the 
worm  round  it  daily  as  it  is  discharged,  whicli  will  probably  require  a 
week  or  two.  If  force  be  used,  the  worm  will  give  way,  leaving  part, 
underneath  the  skin,  which  will  produce  a troublesome  abscess  in  some 
other  part.  I have  st!en  these  worms  several  feet  in  length. 
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proved  insufficient,  I have  found  a few  punctures 
with  the  lancet  greatly  assist  in  discharging  it. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  these  remedies  where 
a frequent  repetition  and  long  continuance  be- 
comes indispensable,  to  keep  down  the  re-accu- 
mulation of  the  fluid,  often  so  disturb  the  functions 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  to  prevent  the  patient 
taking  sufficient  nourishment  to  support  his 
strength  under  this  hideous  disease,  and  ^ there  is 
frequently  as  much  danger  to  be  apprehended  of  his 
sinking  under  extreme  debility,  as  the  malady  itself. 

If  the  materia  rnedica  has  been  so  bountiful  in 
this  respect,  it  has  been  less  so  in  furnishing  us  with 
the  means  of  preventing  this  re-accumulation.  I 
have  often  lamented  this  circumstance,  and  have 
conceived  this  indication  might  be  answered  in 
some  degree  by  the  topical  application  of  such  tonic 
remedies  as  are  calculated  to  constrinse,  and  mve 
tone  to  the  integuments,  muscles,  and  extreme  ves- 
sels of  the  parts  affected  with  it.  I have  frequently 
employed  sea  water,  forge  water,  &c.  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  sometimes  with  good  success,  but,  in  ge- 
neral, I have  found  their  action  too  limited. 

The  application  of  tlie  sulphurous  fumigation 
appears  to  me  to  bid  fair  to  present  us  with  this 
desideratum. 

Tlie  use  of  this,  I conceive  by  the  perspirations 
it  occasions,  might  lend  to  evacuate  the  fluid, 
and  its  strong  tonic  powers,  applied  to  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body,  to  strengthen  and  invigorate  the 
habit  and  the  extreme  vessels,  and  thus  prevent 
any  fresh  collection  of  it,  1 intend  to  put  these 
notions  to  the  test  when  opportunity  serves. 

My  own  experience  in  the  use  of  sulphurous 
fumigation  has  hitherto  been  limited,  but  in  every 
instance,  in  which  I have  employed  it,  its  success 
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has  fully  answered  the  high  opinion  1 had  been  led 
to  entertain  of  it.  In  the  case  of  a boy  about  seven 
years  of  age,  who  had  from  his  infancy  experienced 
a total  loss  of  motion  of  the  right  arm,  it  succeed- 
ed in  establishing  its  use,  arid  the  limb  soon  be- 
came firm  and  healthy.  Various  remedies  had  been 
previously  unsuccessfully  employed  by  several  prac- 
titioners. Some  had  attributed  the  cause  of  this 
paralytic  affection  to  the  pressure  of  water  on  the 
brain,  but  as  he  was  quite  healthy  in  other  re- 
spects, I conceived  it  must  have  originated,  and 
so  long  continued,  from  the  depressed  state  of  some 
of  tlie  bones  of  the  head,  the  result  of  a severe  labour' 

I have  also  used  it  in  several  cases  of  cutaneous 
affection,  rheumatism,  &ic.  and  the  result  has  answer- 
ed my  full  expectations. 

I find  much  precaution  is  necessary  in  some  af- 
fections, and  in  peculiar  constitutions,  in  the  appli- 
cation of  it,  for  if  the  heat  be  carried  to  too  high  a 
degree,  a strong  sulphurous  acid  gas  will  be  pro- 
duced, which  will  occasion  a troublesome  irrita- 
tion of  the  skin. 

In  introducing  a knowledge  of  this  method  of 
practice  in  Britain,  I conceive  I am  performing  an 
acceptable  task  to  the  community. — A practice, 
which  is  not  founded  on  the  wdld  theory  of  an  in- 
dividual, or  the  delusion  of  an  empiric  : but,  a.s  an 
important  discovery,  substantiated  in  more  than 
an  ordinary  degree  by  men  of  the  first  professional 
eminence  in  France,  I dar^  not  say  in  tlie  world, 
lest  I might  offend  some  of  my  own  countrymen. 

I'o  the  Medical  profession,  these  Memoirs  will 
])rove  interesting,  not  only  as  regards  the  success- 
ful method  of  treating  these  various  diseases,  but  as 
a comparative  Ess'ay  on  the  state  of  the  practice  of 
medicine,  between  the  two  countries,  and  the  me- 
thod of  conducting  the  hospitals  in  the  French  ca- 
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pital ; for  in  the  course  of  the  following  pages,  the 
treatment  of  a great  variety  of  diseases  incidentally 
come  in  question.  The  British  practitioner  will 
be  able  to  ascertain  many  points  of  practice,  in 
which  the  French  excel  us,  and  many  erroneous 
principles  still  retained  in  their  practice,  which 
in  this  country  happily  have  become  obsolete. 
The  evils  of  a long  war,  must  necessarily  have 
retarded  the  extension  of  science,  and  by  obstruct- 
ing all  intercourse  between  the  two  countries, 
accounts  for  that  difference  which  now  exists  in 
the  healing  art.  One  error  still  retained  by  the 
~ French,  but  ! hope,  long  since  exploded  in  this 
country,  is  that  of  administering  emetics  in  cases 
of  apoplexy,  and  paralytic  affections*.  In  the  latter 
as  well  as  the  former  affection  ; we  ought  in  most  in- 
stances, to  presume  a determination  of  blood  to  the 
vessels  of  the  head,  and  consequent  pressure  on  the 
'brain,  if  not  a rupture  of  a blood-vessel,  and  surely 
the  agitation  created  by  the  operation  of  an  emetic, 
carmot  fail  propelling  the  blood  to  the  head  still 
more,  and  of  thus  increasing  the  evil. 

My  object  in  the  present  Translation,  is  not  only 
to  introduce  a knowledge  of  the  fumigation  and  its 
success,  but  to  make  it  the  prelude  of  forming  an 
Institution  in  the  metropolis  on  an  extensive  plan  ; 
where  the  fumigating  system  may  be  carried  to  its 
full  extent,  assisted  with  those  improvements  which 
British  ingenuity,  and  habits  generally  suggest. 
The  plan  of  this  establishment  will  be  submitted  to 
the  public  in  due  time,  as  soon  as  preliminary  con- 
siderations connected  with  it  are  inatured. 

This  important  practice  is  already  introduc- 
ed into  the  Austrian  dominions.  Dr.  de  Carro, 
the  ardent  propagator  of  Vaccination  in  that  coun- 


• See  Case  13,  page  83. 


Xviii  PREFACE  OF  THE  TRANSLATOR. 

try,  has  been  for  some  time  employed  in  prosecut- 
ing experiments  to  ascertain  the  efficacy  of  it  in 
diseases  of  the  skin,  joints,  glaiids,  and  "lymphatic 
stystem.  In  a short  account  of  his  institution,  dis- 
tributed among  his  friends,  he  informs  them,  that 
the  success  of  Dr.  Galt^s  apparatus,  which  he  calls 
Boeti  fumigatoh'e,  since  the  year  1813,  would  ap- 
pear almost  increditable,  were  it  not  attested  by  the 
principal  civil  and  medical  authorities  of  Paris,  and 
fully  detailed  in  a Memoir,  printed  in  1816,  by 
order  of  the  Freneh  government. 

The  Austrian  government  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a committee  of  Medical  men,  sanctions  and 
encourages  the  undertaking,  and  no  doubt  this 
practice  will  meet  with  equal  patronage  in  this 
enlightened  nation  that  it  has  in  others. 

In  the  Translation  of  the  Reports,  I have  en- 
deavoured to  adhere  correctly  to  the  sense  of  the 
Author,  without  servilely  copying  his  words.  In' 
some  few  instances,  either  in  consequence  of  a re- 
petition of  ideas,  or  prolixity  of  expression,  I have 
found  it  necessary  to  abridge  them.  If  in  any  in- 
stance, I have  done  injustice  to  the  Author,  it  has 
been  unintentional,  and  must  be  referred  to  my  im- 
perfect acquaintance  of  the  French  language.  The 
drawings  are  a fac  simile  of  those  in  the  original 
work,  v/ith  such  omissions  or  alterations  of  the 
views  only,  as  the  difference  of  custom  of  the  two 
countries  requires  to  adapt  them  for  the  general 
English  reader,  and  I flatter  myself,  this  Essay  will 
meet  with  that  encouragement  from  the  Faculty 
and  Public,  which  the  original  deserves,  rather  than 
the  ability  of  the  Translator. 


MEMOIRS  AND  REPORTS, 


ON  THE 

EFFICACY  OF  SULFIIUROUS  FUMIGATION 


IN  THE 


TREATMENT 

ov 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN, 

AND  MANY  OTHER  MALADIES, 

FROM  THE  FRENCH  OF  J.  C.  GALES, 

D jstor  of  Medicine,  of  the  Faculty  of  Physic  of  Paris,  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Toulouse,  S;c. 

I 

PUEI.ISHi;r)  AT  PARIS: 


And  Printed  by  Order  of  Government,  at  the  Royal  Press. 


To  His  Excellency^  the  Duke  of  RICHLIEU,  Prime  Mi- 
nister of  France,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  President  the  Council  of  Ministers,  and 
First  Lord  of  the  Kings  Bed-chamber. ' 


I My  Lord, 

You  have  visited  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis, 
and  the  Hotel  Jabach,  and  you  have  there  witnessed  Dis- 
eases of  the  Skin,  and  many  other  Maladies  successfully 
treated  by  Sulphurous  Fumigation,  and  you  were  pleased  to 
express  yourself  so  much  Interested  in  the  mode  of  treatment, 
that  you  requested  me,  to  furnish  you  with  the  particulars  in 
detail,  of  the  Diseases  in  which  it  was  found  beneficial,  and 
a plan  of  the  Apparatus  for  applying  it. 

Since  this,  I have  submitted  to  your  Excellency,  the 
observations  which  I have  for  many  ye^s  made  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I have  now  the  Honor  to  present  you  with  these 
Memoirs,  which  you  have  kindly  permitted  me  to  dedicate 
to  you.  I am,  with  respect, 

My  Lord, 

I 

Your  Excellency’s 

Most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 


GALES. 


MEMOIRS,  &c. 


On  the  Application  of  Sulphurous  Fumigation  in  the 
Treatment  of  Cutaneous  Affections^  and  in  many  other  Dis- 
eases. 


The  use  of  vapours  arising  from  the  combustion  of  sul- 
phur, has  been  the  curative  means  employed  in  a great  num- 
ber of  practical  experiments,  made  under  the  immediate  ob- 
servation of  the  most  distinguished  practitioners  in  Paris, 
and  is  acknowledged  by  them,  to  be  the  most  eflScacious 
remedy  yet  discovered  in  the  cure  of  chronic,  or  long  standing 
affections  of  the  skin,  such  as  psora,  prurigo,  dartres  or  tet- 
ters, ring  worms,  scald  head,  8ic.  They  have  also  applied  it 
with  considerable  success  in  the  cure  of  other  diseases,  all  of 
which  have  frequently  baffled  the  art  of  every  other  resource, 
among  those  are,  chronic,  or  long  continued  rheumatism,  the 
atonic  gout,  palsy,  scrophula,  swellings  of  the  glands  of  the 
neck,  of  the  joints  or  articulations,  &c. 

The  success  which  has  attended  this  method  of  treatment,  has 
been  rendered  still  more  conclusive  by  the  lapse  of  time  since 
the  recovery  of  some  of  the  patients  to  whom  it  has  been 
applied,  without  experiencing  a return  of  the  symptoms.  A 
sufficient  demonstration  of  its  efficacy. 


Of  the  Practical  Principles  upon  which  are  grounded  the 
Treatment  and  Cure  cf  Psoric  Affections. 

Favourable  circumstances,  have,  for  a considerable  time, 
enabled  me  to  apply  myself  to  the  study  and  treatment  of  af- 
fections of  the  sKin.  Tver  since  the  year  1792)  1 have  wit- 
nessed the  practice  of  the  different  Hospitals  of  Paris;  this  has 
given  me  opportunities  of  observing  accurately  complaints  of 
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this  nature,  and  ]iartlcularly  In  tlie  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  of 
winch  I have  been  a Member  tliirteen  years;  and,  in  tliis 
Hospital,  there  are  always  a great  number  of  patients  afflicted 
with  cutaneous  affections. 

Among  these  diseases,  psoric  affection  first  occupied  my 
particular  attention.  I endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  cause 
wdiich  produceti  it*.  In  examining  the  ])Soric  vesicles  for 
this  purpose,  with  a microscope,  I found  thev  contained  small 
living  insects  or  worms  underneath  the  skin,  called  acarus. 
These  were  situated  within  the  pustules,  they  appeared 
to  traverse  the  skin,  and  pi'oduce  itching  and  eruptions  wher- 
ever iUe)’^  uoniiairjed-  staUvnary.,  Their  existence  appeared  ta 
be  as  ccitaiu  as  Uw  best  known  point  of  Natural  History; 
this  convictibn  was  testified  by  a crowd  of  witnesses,  among 
•whom  I can  name  almost  all  the  IMasters  and  Doctors  of  Me- 
dicine, the  .Professors  of  the  1- acuity  of  Medicine,  and  several 
learned  Naturalists  of  Paris  f.  The  true  cause  of  the  iworic 
discascj  established  upon  this  fact,  gave  me  a better  idea  of 
die  indications  of  cure,  and  I recognized  the  existence  of  these 
insects  as  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  it. 

We  ought,  however,  to  be  able  to  distinguish  psoric  crupl  ions,  _ 
from  others,  which  they  more  or  less  resemble  in  appear- 
ance, but  which  differ  essentially  in  not  being  of  a contagi- 
ous nature,  and  in  the  means  required  for  their  cure. 

To  have  proof  still  more  convincing,  that  psoric  affections 
are  produced  by  the  insect  observed  in  tlie  pustule,  I attempted 
the  trausniisi5ion  of  the  disease,  by  the  application  of  the  living 
insect  on  the  patient;  I made  the  first  trial  upon  myself,  but 
I did.  not  pursue  the  experiment  beyond  the  first  eruption. 

I repeated  it  on  three  children,  all  of  whom  were  soon  cover- 
ed ’vyith,  psoric  pimples,  I put  them  with  three  healthy  chil- 
dren, who  t aught  the  contagion,  and  soon  exhibited  the  same 
appearances  as  the  first.  This  experiment  was  performed  in 
the  presence  of  Monsieur  du  Clianoy,  Minister  of  Hospitals, 
charged  especially  with  the  management  of  the  Board  of 
Heiauli.  The  Doctor  of  IMedicine,  and  Surgeon  in  Chief  of 


* My  first  iafieiis  wera  Qiicouraged-by  Mens,  tlie  Baron  Dubois,  Pro- 
fessor of,  dw  FaciJly,  of  Medkiije,  who  more  than  once,  required  me  to 
occupy  my  atteiitibu  in  ascertaining  the  cau.se,  and  best  means  of  cure 
for  p.soVa,  a disease,  in  which  there  remained,  according  to  the  skilful 
practitioner,  mtich  to  do. 

t See  Essay j)ii  the  P.sora,  I)ound,  quarto,  with  plates,  by  Jleguignon, 
Senr.  of  the  Schootof  Medicine  of  Paris,  page  19,  and  following. 
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the  IJospital,  St.  Louis;  Mons.  Dr.  I oroux,  Dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  physic  of  Paris;  Mons.  Villars,  Dean  of  that  of 
Strasbourg;  Mons.  Doctors,  the  Professors  Pelletah,  'I'hil- 
lave,  Pettitt,  Rattell,  Du  Merill,  Du  Puytren;  Mons.  Du 
Bois,  Oliver,  La  Trulle,  Patrix,  and  lastly*,  before  Mons.  the 
Professor  Pinell,  who  is  ever  ready'^  to  give  an  indefatigable 
and  zealous  example  into  the  researches  of  truth,  and  by 
whose  Invitation  I conducted  these  children  to  the  Cabinet  of 
the  School  of  Phy'sic,  where  he  explored  the  vesicles  with 
which  they  were  covered,  and  together  with  Mons.  ThiJlaye’s 
son  and  my^self,  observed  the  insects  which  we  found  in  them. 

These  experiments  may  serve  to  prove,  that  the  trans- 
mission of  the  psoric  disease  is  often,  I dare  not  say  always, 
made  by  the  conveyance  of  the  living  insect  from  the  dis- 
eased to  the  healthy  person.  It  resolves  t!ie  question  so  fre- 
quently. put,  namely,  whether  the  insect  be  the  cause  or  ef- 
fect of  the  disease,  it  explains  why  those  inoculated  with  the 
ripe  matter  from  the  pimples,  are  exempt  from  the  insects 
peculiar  to  tliat  't-omplaint,  or  at  least  in  such  cases,  we  ought 
to  doubt  the  existence  of  this  living  prorigo. 

d'hese  notions  of  psoric  affection  bring  to  our  view  the 
indicaiions  of  cure;  that  it  is  generallv  a local  affection,  re- 
quiring the  use  of  external  remedies  only,  as  the  surest  means 
of  destroying  the  insect  will  readily  appear. 

The  object  we  have  to  attain  then,  in  the  treatment  of 
psora,  is  the  destruction  of  these  insects,  and  to  answer  this 
end,  our  plan  ought  to  be  ready',  effectual,  and  unattended 
with  danger  or  inconvenience. 

Sulphur,  for  a great  length  of  time,  has  been  considered  as 
the  most  efficacious  remedy  for  the  cure  of  diseases  of  the 
skin,  and  particularly  that  of  psora.  In  the  various  ways  in 
which  it  was  used,  it  pre.sented  many  inconveniences ; the 
length  of  time  which  it  required,  and  the  uncleanliness  Avhich 
accompanied  its  use,  were  apt  to  produee  other  cutaneous  af- 
fections, and  in  the  Plospital,  occasioned  considerable  ex- 
pense in  the  article  of  linen.  In  short,  its  frequent  use  with- 
out a happy  result,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Faculty, 
either  to  seek  for  other  remedies  more  convenient  than  this 
mineral,  or  a more  advantageous  method  of  employing  it; 
from  thence  was  proposed  a multitude  of  other  external  reme- 
dies, by  some  extolled,  and  by  others  rejected. 

Sulphur,  whatever  be  the  method  of  applying  it  in  the  cure 
of  psora,  owes  its  antipsoric  properties  to  nothing  else  than 
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the  poisonous  effects  it  has  on  these  insects,  effects  which  are 
never  more  certain  than  when  this  mineral  is  carried  to  a state 
of  volatile  acid ; experiments  which  I have  repeated  a great 
number  of  times,  have  given  me  a proof  of  this  fact.  In  ex- 
posing the  insects  to  the  vapours  of  sulphur,  in  combustion 
alone,  or  with  other  ingredients,  or  only  raised  to  a moderate 
degree  of  heat,  I perceived  them  suddenly  perish,  and  1 had 
thus  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  efficacious  property  of 
this  remedy,  with^  the  true  theory  of  tbe  disease.  It  has 
been  supposed,  that  the  first  idea  of  employing  sulphurous 
vapours  in  the  cure  of  psora,  occurred  in  using  it  at  the  hos- 
pitals to  purify  the  apparel  of  patients  afflicted  with  it,  and  I 
was  myself  strongly  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  practice  was 
new,  but  in  the  researches  which  I have  since  made,  I have 
been  able  to  trace  its  ancient  use  in  the  works  of  some  phy- 
sicians, among  others  in  those  of  Franks*. 

I next  employed  myself  in  seeking  means  by  which  I could 
surround  the  body  of  the  patient  with  the  atmosphere  of  the 
sulphurous  vapor. 

In  fumigating  the  apparel  of  psoric  patients,  and  in  mak- 
ing my  first  experiments,  we  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
employing  various  incomplete  means. 

I began  to  administer  the  fumigation  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust 18l2;  from  this  period  to  the  month  of  August  l8l3,  I 
fumigated  at  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis  335  patients.  Doc- 
tors of  Medicine,  Manry,  Fayette,  and  Troccoii,  took  exact 
and  circumstantial  notes  of  my  experiments,  and  drew  up  the 
cases  which  were  certified  bj  Mons.  Dr.  de  la  Porte,  and 
Ruffin,  Doctor  and  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  the  Hospital,  and  by 
Mons.  the  Administrator  du  Chanoy. 

The  cases  thus  described,  were  testified  that  the  psoric 
affection  obtained  a prompt  and  easy  cure  by  means  of  these 
fumigations  only.  Dr.  Bailly,  Inspecting  Agent  of  the  Hos- 
pital of  St.  Louis  has  certified  by  an  authentic  document  f, 
that  out  of  the  335  patients  before  alluded  to,  cured  and 
discharged  from  the  Hospital,  there  was  only  oxic  returned 


* Epitome  practicale  de  cur.  homin.  viorbis,  cap.  Psora.  Far  from  re- 
gretting the  honor  of  precedency,  I congratulate  my.self  of  having  found 
among  my  predecessors,  more  than  one  respectable  authority  for  sup- 
port ; they  will,  without  doubt,  contribute  to  conciliate  the  public  to  my 
experience  of  its  efficacy,  1 believe  them  worthy  of  attention,  the  convic- 
tion of  the  utility  of  the  plan,  which  I propose,  is  more  than  a sufficient 
reward  for  my  labors. 

t See  the  .Justification  Papers. 
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afflicted  with  it,  and  that  was  five  months  after  his  discliarge, 
and  whether  the  disease  had  returned,  or  whether  it  was  ow- 
ino-  to  a second  contagion,  we  were  not  able  to  ascertain. 

"iUtliGugh  1 derived  such  great  advantage  in  the  employ- 
ment of  sulphurous  fumigation  by  these  means,  I found 
them  imperfect,  sometimes  the  negligent  manner  in  which 
it  was  applied  delayed  the  cure ; and  I had  also  met 
with  examples  wherein  the  action  was  too  limited.  These 
methods  required  great  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  those 
who  administered  it,  not  only  on  the  part  of  servants,  but 
above  all,  in  the  patients  themselves,  the  care  of  the  former 
was  more  easy  to  be  obtained  than  from  the  patients  . 


Of  the  Uses  and  Methxid  of  employing  Sulphurous  Fumiga- 
tion hy  Means  of  the  Smoking  Box. 

To  lay  aside  the  inconveniences  attending  the  former  ap- 

Elication  of  the  fumigation,  there  was  constructed  a kind  of 
athing  or  smoking-box.  This  by  dint  of  industry  has  re- 
ceived such  modifications  as  to  leave  little  improvement  to 
be  desired. 

Already  Glauber  had  proposed  in  his  work,  intitled  Furni 
novi  Philosophici,  4'C.  Pars  iii.  page  48.  a proper  covering 
for  dry-baths,  but  the  imperfections  of  its  construction,  pre- 
vented without  doubt,  its  being  put  into  use;  the  means, 
therefore,  of-dissolving  into  vapor  medicinal  substances,  is  ab- 
solutely isolated  from  him. 


* If  among  the  psoric  patients  treated  at  St.  Louis,  the  most  are  la- 
borious mechanics,  who  sigh  for  the  return  of  the  moment  when  they 
shall  return  to  their  labours  ; there  are  many  others  who  dread  a speedy 
cure,  misery  induces  several  to  keep  the  Hospital,  ’tis  a place  of  tempo- 
rary residence  in  extreme  distress  ; they  endeavour  to  delay  their  cure  to 
prolong  their  stay.  Some  have  laid  down  the  evening  before  their  going 
out  of  the  Hospital,  with  the  newly  arrived  psoric  patients,  with  a view 
of  catching  the  infection  afresh,  and  have  been  surprised  at  their  disap- 
pointment ; these  circumstances  furnish  me  with  the  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving, that  the  preservative  virtues  of  the  fumigations  continue  for  some 
time  after  the  cure.  Others  studied  to  appear  to  have  this  disease  by 

S revoking  little  ulcerations,  by  pricking  their  skin  with  needles,  and  red- 
ening  the  same  with  the  flame  of  a candle,  means  which  they  prac- 
tise on  themselves,  and  also  upon  others  for  a slight  reward.  Some  had 
scarcely  gone  out  of  the  Hospital  before  they  had  recourse  to  a like  arti  ■ 
fice,  to  impose  on  the  Doctors  of  Medicine,  and  the  examiners  of  the  cen- 
tral Beaureau,  to  obtain  their  admission.  Tricks,  punishable,  if  the 
extreme  misfortunes  of  whatever  might  be  the  cause  of  it,  did  not  merit 
some  pity.  Res  est,  sacra,  miser. 
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. In  order  to  render  the  machine  perfect,  botli  die  lieat  and 
the  substances  ought  to  be  confined  within  die  covering, 
and  to  provoke  perspiration  of  die  part  to  which  it  is  intend- 
ed the  vapor  should  be  applied,  the  macliine  should  be  closely 
shut  up  in  every  part. 

The  inconveniences  attending  the  use  of  this  box  are,  that 
one  cannot  suddenly,  either  aug-ment  or  diminish  the  evapora^ 
tion  without  being  obliged  lo  uncover  the  machine,  the  calo- 
ric does  not  proceed  fn>m  the  combustion  of  the  mineral,  it  is 
kept  up  in  the  machine  by  a lamp  which  is  burning  within  it ; 
one  may  readily  conceive  how  inconvenient  this  must  be,  be- 
cause, almost  eveiy  moment  we  are  compelled  to  open  the 
bathing-box,  to  light  the  lamp,  which  must  often  go  out, 
both  in  consequence  of  the  rarity  of  the  oxygen  gas, 
and  by  the  presence  of  a pretty  large  quantity  of  azote, 
the  vapor  cannot  expand  itself  uniformly  on  the  whole  in- 
dividual, because  there  does  not  exist  any  current  of  air  to 
render  the  vapor  expansible:  and  it  must,  widiout  doubt, 
remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  machine.  The  machine  which 
I have  caused  to  be  constructed  for  tlie  application  of  the 
vapors,  and  for  the  removal  of  these  inconveniences,  is  of 
my  own  invention.  In  the  constraction  of  it,  I studied 
to  combine  the  principles  of  Chemistry  with  that  of  Medi- 
cine. By  this  machine,  the  ingredients  are  volatilized  by  the 
heat,  ana  being  thus  introduced  into  the  box  at  the  same 
time  as  the  caloric,  the  vapor  is  uniformly  carried  over  every 
part  of  the  body,  the  face  only  being  sheltered  from  it  through 
the  aperture  at  the  top ; the  temperature  is  nearly  equal  in 
every  part,  as  the  stove  attached  to  it  keeps  up  a sufficient 
heat,  without  the  necessity  of  opening  the  machine,  so  that 
there  is  no  fear  of  the  patient  taking  cold. 


Experiments  made  hy  Order  of  the  General  Council  of 
Hospitals,  and  of  the  Nomination  of  a Medical  Jury, 

The  happy  results  attending  my  plan  of  treatment, 
excited  the  particular  attention  of  men  of  science,  and  those  of 
the  administration,  charged  with  the  inspection  of  the  Hospi- 
tal of  St.  Louis.  Mons.  the  Doctor  du  Chanoy,  after  having 
for  many  months  attended  tvith  the  greatest  assiduity  to  my 
trials  and  experiments,  and  being  convinced  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  my  method  for  the  cure  of  cutaneous  anections, 
resolved  to  authenticate,  and  officially  make  it  uublic ; ac- 
cordingly, on  the  21st  of  October,  1S13,  he  caused  a series  of 
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experiments  to  be  commenced,  with  a view  of  comp^ing  the 
advantages  of  the  fumigation  with  other  remedies  then 
in  use,  and  it  was  decidedly  acknowledged  that  the  fumiga- 
tion had  the  superiority.  The  particulars  relative  to  the 
various  processes  employed,  and  their  several  effects,  were 
drawn  up  by  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  charged  with  the 
conducting  of  them,  who  wtre  under  the  daily  observation 
of  Mons.  Mourgiie,  Member  of  the  Council  General  of- Ad- 
ministration of  Civil  Hospitals,  and  specially  charged  with 
tlie  inspection  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis.  A serious  ill- 
ness prevented  this  vigilant  minister  being  present  at  the 
deliberations  of  the  General  Council ; but  the  zeal  with  which 
he  has  always  exercised  his  functions,  and  his  solicitude  for 
the  interests  of  the  poor  were  not  diminished,  either  by  his 
illness  or  the  length  of  his  services;  for  he  addressed  a letter 
to  his  Collegians  assembled,  and  proposed,  that  they  should 
meet  on  the  17th  of  March,  1813,  to  name  a special  Medical 
Jury,  to  verify,  by  new  experiments,  the  effects  of  this 
treatment  in  cutaneous  affections,  in  the  manner  I had 
adopted  in  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis.  In  this  letter,  he  re- 
quested, that  tlie  Members  of  this  Jury  should  be  men  of 
science,  whose  very  names  would  carry  with  them  that  of 
profound  knowledge,  and  strict  impartiality*.  The  proposi- 
tion made  by  Mons.  Mourgue,  was  discussed  the  same  day, 
and  by  a decree  of  the  General  Council,  it  was  ordered,  that 
six  patients  afflicted  with  psoric  affections,  should  be  sent  by 
the  Members  of  the  Central  Bcaureau  into  the  Hospital  of 
SL  Louis  every  week;  and  after  drawing  up  an  order  f,  they 
determined  that  a report  of  these  patients  should  be  trans- 
mitted by  tlie  Jury  to  the  Administration  of  Hospitals,  who 
w-ere  to  determine  what  pi-oceedings  were  to  be  taken  on  the 
subject. 

ITe  observations  made  by  the  Jury  began  1st  April,  1813, 
and  finished  on  the  18th  of  May,  in  the  same  year.  Dr. 
Tartra,  secretary  and  reporter  of  the  Jury,  developed  the 
plan,  and  conducted  the  experiments  for  the  Jury,  and  drew 


* M.  M.  the  Chevalier  Pinell,  Member  of  the  Institute,  Doctor  in  Chief 
of  the  Hospital  de  la  Salpetria,  Professor  of  thePaculty  of  Medicine  ; the 
Baron  Dubois,  Professor  of  the  same  Faculty ; Esparron,  first  Physician 
of  the  third  Dispensary ; Tartra,  first  Surgeon  of  the  first  Dispensary ; 
Boillon  la  Grange,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  Professor  of  Chemistry,  'were 
appointed  of  the  Jury  by  the  General  Council  for  the  Affairs  of  Civil  Hos. 
pitals. 

t See  the  Justificative  Pieces. 
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up  the  Report  of  their  labors  with  a series  of  Observations 
on  the  cases  which  fell  under  their  inspection. 

On  the  8th  of  J unein  the  same  year,  Mons.  Mourgue  present- 
ed the  report  of  the  labours  of  the  Jury  to  the  Council  of  Hos- 
pitals*, and  the  result  of  their  experiments  received  their  ap- 
probation. One  copy  of  this  Report  was  ordered  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  the  Administration  of  Hospitals, 
to  be  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  all  the  members;  and  another 
copy  was  sent  to  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine,  requesting  the  fa- 
vour of  him  to  transmit  it  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  and  ultimately  it  was  resolved  to  give  the  greatest 
publicity  to  a method,  acknowledged  to  be  interesting  as  much 
by  its  gi-eat  efficacy  as  economy  in  the  expence,  and  short 
time  required  for  its  use.  It  was  also  ordered,  that  twelve 
of  my  machines  should  be  constantly  kept  in  the  Hospital 
of  St.  Louis,  for  the  cure  of  cutaneous  diseases  by  fiimi- 
gation.  The  General  Council,  through  the  medium  of  their 
Vice  President,  deigned  to  signify  to  me  their  satisfaction  f. 
Mons.  the  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  the  Seine,  transmitted 
with  his  letter,  dated  the  8 th  of  June,  1S13+,  the  several  papers 
relative  to  the  Report  of  the  Jury  to  his  Excellency  the  Mi- 
nister of  the  Interior,  which  the  Minister  sent  to  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  of  Paris,  requesting  they  would  engage  their 
greatest  attention  to  this  subject,  which  appeared  to  his  Ex- 
cellency to  offer  great  benefits  in  the  cure  of  several  diseases. 

The  Faculty  of  Medicine,  thus  charged  to  examine  into 
the  merits  of  this  treatment,  and  make  comparative  expe- 
riments with  numerous  other  remedies,  and  mso  of  the  fu- 
migation, and  ascertain  which  would  merit  the  preference, 
nominated  a Commission  (or  Committee),  taken  from  among 
us,  composed  of  Dr.  Leroux,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine of  Paris,  and  Professors  Percy,  Dubois,  Richerand,  and 
Dupuytren,  to  accomplish  this  undertaking;  but  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  and  disturbed  state  of  the  coun- 
try, retarded  their  assembling  until  the  31st  of  August, 
1815.  , 


* Sec  the  Document  No.  -t.  t The  same  as  No.  5. 

^ Same  as  No.  6. 
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Of  the  Use  (f"  the  Fumigation  in  the  Cure  of  Various 

Diseases. 

Among  the  p^eat  number  oF  cases  wliich  came  under  the 
observation  of  the  Jury,  to  be  submitted  to  the  fumigation, 
when  ascertaining  its  effects,  they  found  many  complicated 
cases  of  dartrous  affections  of  the  skin,  prurigo,  tinea  capitis, 
or  scald  head,  syphilitic  pustules,  rheumatic  pains  of  long 
continuance,  &c.  ' I'he  assiduity  with  which  they  followed  up 
tlie  course  of  treatment,  and  the  exactitude  with  which  they 
noted  down  the  most  minute  circumstance,  could  not  fail  to 
make  a favourable  impression  with  regard  to  the  beneficial 
effects  the  fumigation  produced  on  these  affections.  At 
the  end  of  the  treatment,  some  of  these  patients  were  ra- 
dically cured,  others  were  cured  to  every  manifest  appear- 
ance ; and  in  almost  all,  there  was  a considerable  amend- 
ment. There  then  remained  but  one  course  for  me  to  pur- 
sue ; to  apply  the  same  fumigation  to  these  different  affec- 
tions uncontaminated,  and  uncomplicated  with  other  dis- 
eases. I adopted  this  plan;  and  we  shall  find,  by  a series  of 
cases,  made  under  the  immediate  observation  of,  and  ap- 
proved by,  physicians  of  great  merit,  and  worthy  of  every 
confidence,  that  the  success  has  surpassed  all  expectation. 

Although  I owe  to  chance  the  extension  I have  given 
to  my  method,  in  the  treatment  of  other  disorders,  the 
success  attending  the  experiments  which  I have  made,  has 
convinced  me  that  these  fumigations  have  the  preference  to 
any  remedy  hitherto  used  for  the  cure  of  ulcerated  and  other 
dartrous  affections,  and  chronic  psoriarisis. 

In  fact,  it  is  well  known,  that  dartrous  and  pruriginous 
affections  always  experience  relief  from  an  increase  of  tran- 
spiration; besides,  in  dartrous  diseases  there  is  always 
a loss  of  tone  in  the  texture  of  the  skin ; and  that  the  ex- 
ternal medicines  in  use  for  the  cure  of  such  affections,  are 
all  irritating*.  Sulphur  itself  acts  powerfully  in  this  way, 
but  here,  we  have  a still  greater  combination  of  the  effects  of 
this  sudorific  and  stimulant  medicine.  Is  it  not  united  in  a 
very  high  degree  in  the  volatilized  mineral  ? Are  these  effects 


* Many  eminent  practitioners  are  of  opinion,  that  the  application  of 
blisters  on  the  dartrous  places,  are  the  most  powerful  and  certain  cura- 
tive means  which  can  be  employed.  See  Richerand’s  Nosographia  Chir- 
urgicule.  Chap.  Ulceres  Dartreux. 
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not  well  favored  by  the  great  diffusibillty  of  the  sulphur,  and 
the  facility  it  can  be  carried  to  an  extreme  degree  ? Is  it 
not  by  these  two  qualities  that  one  can  explain  the  cure  of  se- 
veral paralytic  aftections  which  have  been  submitted  to  these 
fumigations  *. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  these  considerations  will  suffice  to 
justify  the  trials  I have  made  of  applying  the  fumiga- 
tion in  the  cure  of  herpetic,  pruriginous,  and  other  diseases  of 
that  character.  Experiments  which  I have  applied  my  atten- 
tion to  with  much  ardour,  convince  me,  that  these  kinds  of 
irritatives  have  not  in  chronic  diseases  the  same  inconvenience 
as  in  acute  complaints ; in  which  it  is  right  to  consider  both 
the  quahty  and  seasonableness  of  the  remedy  ; I may  then 
believe  myself  sheltered,  not  only  from  all  accusation  of  te- 
merity, but  also  against  that  reproach  to  which  some  practi- 
tioners are  exposed,  who,  after  having  brought  into  credit  a 
rational  treatment,  make  the  ajiplication  empirically,  without 
any  other  motive  than  that  predilection  which  ari.ses  from  he- 
reditary succession  ; however,  that  I might  shun  still  more  tlie 
inclination  to  do  too  much  with  a remedy,  the  efficacy  of 
which  might  arise  from  unexpected  success,  I surrounded 
myself  with  the  counsels  of  distinguished  physicians,  whose 
steadfast  minds  were  unshakable  by  the  illusions  of  novelty, 
and  of  course,  deterred  from  any  my  mind  might  beget ; some 
of  them  have  been  my  pi-ecepters,  and  I have  not  forgotten 
their  kindness;  1 still  profit  by  tlieir  instructions.  I left 
the  selection  of  the  greater  number  of  cases,  submitted  to 
the  fumigation,  to  these  gentlemen,  and  to  employ  the  remedy 
as  they  thought  proper ; it  is  with  this  candour  1 will  always 
act.  Initiated  under  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  it 
is  from  its  bosom  I can  only  expect  to  derive  knowledge;  it  is 
its  support  which  1 am  ambitious  of,  should  my  labours  ap- 
pear to  merit  it. 

Encouraged  by  these  crnsidcrations,  and  the  advantages 
already  recognized  in  my  method,  1 founded,  in  the  month  of 
July  1813,  in  Saint  Martin’s  Street,  an  Establishment  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  administering  the  fumigation. 


• The  pretty  considerable  number  of  paralytic  cases,  submitted  to  the 
fumigations  since  the  composition  of  these  Memoirs,  have  enabled  me 
tto  observe,  that  at  the  first  fumigation,  the  patient  often  experiences  very 
lively  pains  in  the  paralytic  limbs,  frequently  also  these  pains  are  follow- 
ed with  the  like  sensations  to  those  produced  by  Galvanism,  or  by  the 
use  of  the  Extract  of  Nux  Vomica,  a^^new  remedy  they  have  pro- 
posed for  the  cure  of  Palsy. 
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Tile  influx  of  patients,  caused  me  to  remove  this  Establisli- 
inent  to  the  Hotel  Jabach,  Rue  St.  Mery,  to  enable  me  to 
prepare  means  of  accommodation  for  a greater  number  of  pa- 
tients. Mons.  Leroux,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Physic,  and 
Professor  Halle,  have  followed  with  exactitude  the  treatment 
of  all  the  patients  submitted  to  these  means.  Mons.  the  Pro- 
fessor Dubois,  has  sent  me  many  persons  aiflicted  with  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  of  the  dartrous  kind,  and  many  other 
Physicians  have  frequently  visited  my  Establishment*.  They 
have  there  witnessed  the  many  remarkable  cures  which  I have 
brought  about. 

All  these  practitioners  have  addressed  to  me,  persons  af- 
flicted with , dartrous,  rheumatic,  gouty,  psoric,  and  para- 
lytic complaints.  They  have,  in  most  instances,  attended 
upon  their  own  patients,  and  witnessed  tlie  progress  of  their 
recovery.  They  have  thus  been  able  to  ascertain  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  cures  by  the  lapse  of  time,  since  the  cessation  of 
the  treatment,  and  the  uninterrupted  and  flourishing  state 
of  health  which  they  have  since  seen  their  patients  enjoy. 


Of  the  Advantages  of  the  Treatment  hy  the  Fumigation 
vieived  under  the  Medical  Report. 

The  advantages  of  this  treatment  are  esteemed  under 
the  Medical  Repjrt,  and  the  Report  of  the  Administration 
of  Hospitals,  as  follows  : 

The  antipsoric  efficacy  of  the  fumigation  admits  of  no 
contradiction. 

Those  who  believe  it  to  succeed  accidentally,  ought  to  as- 
sure themselves  to  the  contrary,  by  actual  experiments. 

Neither  the  patients,  myself,  or  any  of  the  persons  who  at- 
V tended  them  during  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  found  any  in- 
convenience from  the  vapors. 

With  respect  to  any  presumption  (says  Dr.  Gales),  which 
miffht  be  entertained  of  evils,  arising  from  the  idea  of  a too 
sudden  suppression  of  cutaneous  affections,  there  is  really 


* Among  these  I shall  name  Mons.Du  Chanoy;  Doctors  of  Physic,  the  Pro- 
fessors  Chaussier  and  Dumeril;  Drs.  Menurit,  Pasquier,  Geofecy,  Lucas, 
Recamier,  Larulre,  Beauvais,  Demaiigeon,  Gueneau  deMiissey,  Bayle, 
Fouquier,  Lermie,  Itard,  Bouillon  la  Grange,  Montigre,  Ga.stellier  Tar- 
tra,  ^‘cilord,  Capuron,  Berlhomicux,  Boulay,  Mam  v,  Iluillier,  Charc'el 
Patnx  la  Roche,  &c.  &c.  ' 
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nothing  to  lear,  much  less  danger  than  miglit  result  from 
change  of  wearing  apparel. 

These  accidents  might  be  presumable,  in  cases  where 
the  disease  determines  a considerable  degree  of  aqueous  hu- 
mour to  the  skin,  but  I am  well  assured,  by  constant  and 
assiduous  observation,  as  well  as  from  the  reiterated  testimony 
of  the  diseased,  that  these  perspirations  diminish  of  them- 
selves progressively  with  the  amendment  of  the  complaint. 

One  great  advantage  derived  from  the  fumigation  is,  that 
its  use  keeps  at  a distance,  in  many  instances,  a great  num- 
ber of  pharmaceutical  remedies,  of  which  the  virtues  are  un- 
certain, and  are  often  used  without  any  salutary  effect ; for 
instance,  in  the  treatment  of  dartrjus  affections,  whether  he- 
reditary or  idiopathic,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  administer 
internal  medicines,  and  drinks,  disagreeable  to  the  taste  of  the 
patient.  The  fumigations  alone  suffice  to  heal  them,  and 
the  cure  is  much  more  certain  than  by  medicine.  When 
these  herpetic  affections  are  of  a syphilitic  character,  the  fu- 
migations themselves  carried  to  a great  number,  although 
they  do  not  entirely  cure,  they  so  improve  the  disease  and 
general  health,  and  so  prepare  the  patient  for  the  use  of  mer- 
cury, that  by  applying  it  sparingly  after  their  use,  the  com- 
plaint quickly  gives  way 


Observations  on  this  Point  of  Practice. 

Those  patients  who  had  long  been  afflicted  with  the  dar- 
trous  disease,  to  which  had  succeeded  secondary  symptoms 
of  syphilis,  had  been  first  treated  with  the  common  anti-dartrous 
remedies,  but  as  these  diseases  originated  from  two  causes,  one 
remedy  was  found  insufficient  for  their  cure.  'I'hey  had  then 
recourse  to  mercury,  it  was  administered  by  skilful  hands ; 
these  courses  were  pursued  for  a considerable  time,  not 
sparingly  either  in  quantity,  or  degree  to  which  its  effects 
were  carried.  These  courses  were  repeated  at  distant  inter- 
vals without  advantage,  on  the  contrary,  the  dartres  put  on 
a worse  character,  the  symptoms  became  more  alarming,  the 
patients  were  then  submitted  to  the  fumigations  ; these  means 
were  not  attended  with  complete  success : the  patients  at 
length  returned  to  the  mercurial  treatm^t,  and  their  cures 
were  then  accomplished  with  astonishing  quicknesA,  much 
more  so  than  the  long  continuance  and  rooteci  state  of  the  dis- 
ease would  have  led  us  to  hope. 
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In  the  treatment  of  the  gout*,  rheumatism,  and  of  palsy, 
nothino-  more  is  required,  than  tlie  use  of  the  fumigation  ; m 
cases  o?scrophula,  bitters  are  required  to  be  united  with  good 
air  and  exercise.  Swellings  of  the  mammillary  and  lymphatic 
o-lands,  ganglions,  enlargements  of  the  joints,  and  on  the 
bones,  are  cured  without  any  other  means,  only,  that  it  is 
more  powerfully  applied  to  the  aflected  parts,  by  directing  a 
column  of  vapors  upon  them  by  means  of  a conductor,  these 
means  disperse  the  swellings. 

Notwithstanding,  these  alFections  in  general  do  not  require 
any  other  remedy,  yet  some  patients  will  not  be  satisfied  with- 
out they  tak'e  some  internal  medicine,  and,  if  any  should  be 
prescribed,  the  practitioner  will  be  able  to  judge,  in  compli- 
cated cases,  of  that  most  suitable  to  the  case. 

These  fumigations  then,  unite  two  essential  qualities : — 
those  of  efficacy  and  simplicity  in  the  cure  of  those  divers 
disorders. 


Of  the  Effects  of  the  Sulphurous  Vapors  on  the  Patients  xvho 
have  submitted  to  them. 

The  sulphurous  gas,  by  its  extreme  diffusibility,  is  quick- 
ly absorbed ; yet,  from  experiments  which  time  has  not  per- 
mitted us  to  complete,  and  the  necessity  of  rectifying  has 
not  permitted  us  to  publish,  they  still  prove,  that  this  gas  is 
abundantly  felt  by  the  patients ; that  it  seems  to  awake,  by  its 
tonic  properties,  the  action  of  the  skin,  give  new  energy  and 
play  to  cutaneous  perspiration,  increase  the  energy  of  the 
pores,  change  the  sensibility  of  the  lymphatic  system,  and 
create  a permanent  excitation,  and  thus  facilitate  the  course 
of  the  lymph.  The  action  of  these  vapors  operates  also 
over  the  sanguinary  circulating  system,  by  increasing  its 
celerity. 

The  phenomena  which  have  presented  themselves  among 
the  sick  patients,  who  submitted  to  this  application,  vary  ac- 
cording as  they  were  in  or  out  of  the  apparatus,  and  the  de- 
gree ot  heat  to  which  they  were  exposed. 


• In  applying  this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  the  gout  and  rheuma- 
tism, it  is  very  essential  to  distinguish,  whether  those  affections  are 
chronic  or  acute,  because,  if  used  indiscriminately  in  both  those  states, 
the  fumigations  may  prove  advantageous  or  unsuccessful,  or  even  hurt- 
ful. In  the  latter  cases  other  fumigations  ought  to  be  substituted  more 
congenial  to  the  indications  of  the  disease. 
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, The  first  of  tliese  phenomena,  is  evinced  by  an  excitation 
of  all  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy,  tlie  face  becomes 
red  and  animated,  the  eyes  brilliant,  the  temporal  arteries 
beat  with  violence.  One  moment  after  the  patient  is  in  the 
apparatus,  the  pulse  becomes  accelerated;  this  quickness,  not- 
withstanding, varies  in  different  temperaments  ; so  much  so, 
that  individuals  of  a sanguine  temperament,  whose  general 
pulsations  are  about  70  in  a minute,  rise,  when  exposed 
to  the , fumigation,  from  110  to  1 Jo.  In  a lymphatic  consti- 
tution, whose  pulsation  is  usually  60  in  a minute,  it  ge- 
nerally rises  to  105,  also  occasions,  in  general,  some  thirst, 
the  perspiration  is  frequently  abundant,  and  runs  down 
the  body  in  large  drops ; but  notwithstanding  tliis  profuse 
perspiration,  it  does  not  occasion  that  debility  which  might 

be  expected ; the  case  of  Madame  de  S *,  is  a prooi'  of 

this.  When  the  patient  comes  out  of  the  apparatus,  the  skin 
is  of  a lively  )’cd  colour,  and  we  perceive  over  the  scabs  of 
suppurative  dartrous  diseases,  and  psoric  pimples,  large 
drops  of  viscous  humours,  of  a gluey  nature,  and  those 
more  dry,  are  covered  with  a serosity  like  a light  dew. 
After  the  patient  lies  down,  or  goes  to  bed,  this  general  ex- 
citation is  soon  succeeded  by  a kind  of  agreeable  quiet  state, 
the  pulse  becomes  calm,  the  patient  sleepy,  and  the  pains 
abated. 

These  vapors,  when  first  used,  by  exciting  perspiration, 
seem  to  act,  by  throwing  off  those  superfluous  humours  which 
have  been  concealed,  and  in  exciting  the  action  of  the  lympha- 
tic system,  they  also  act  strongly  over  the  digestive  powers, 
for  in  most  instances,  the  appetite  is  increased  by  their  use, 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  but  to  the  patient  being  thus  enabled 
to  digest  a largei’  quantity  of  food,  may  be  attributed  to  the 
strength  thereby  gained,  that  the  source  of  copious  perspira- 
tions, which  leads  to  weakness,  is  destroyed. 

The  tonic  properties  of  these  vajjors  have  equal  influence 
over  the  muscles,  they  give  to  various  pai-ts  of  the  body  a 
great  activity,  and  such  patients  as  are  obliged  to  use  exer- 
cise during  their  use,  are  not  prevented. 

The  action  of  these  fumigations  on  the  female  organs  of 
generation,  are  to  strengthen  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
vagina,  and  to  render  that  membrane  more  firm  in  cases  of 
complaints  originating  in  relaxatiojQ. 


• See  Case  IS.  among  those  collected  by  Mons.  la  Roche. 
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Of  the  Advantages  of  the  Fumigation,  unde?'  the  Admhiis 

trative  Report. 

This  detail  sets  forth,  that  it  is  above  all  things  necessary, 
that  Physicians,  who  practise  in  hospitals,  should  not  be 
strangers  to  economical  remedies,  that  they  may  be  able  to 
second  the  views  of  the  administration,  charged  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  poor  : to  have  an  exact  idea  of  the  reduction  of 
tlie  expences  which  result  from  the  treatment  of  ulcers,  pso- 
riarisis  chronica,  psora,  &c.  in  patients  admitted  into  the 
hospitals,  and  treated  by  the  fumigations,  compared  with  that 
of  other  remedies. 

After  the  comparative  and  efficacious  experiments  made 
on  this  head,  in  Dec.  1813,  and  in  Jan.  1814,  by  Drs.  Le- 
roux,  Percy,  Richerand,  and  Dupuytren  on  twelve  patients, 
it  appeared,  that  the  expence  of  the  fumigations  did  not  ex- 
ceed but  little  more  than  one  third  of  that  of  other  remedies. 
A long  detail  is  given  of  the  comparative  expences  of 
various  ointments,  medicines,  baths,  drinks,  &c.  and  concludes 
by  stating,  that  out  of  12,800  patients  submitted  to  the  fumi- 
gation, there  will  be  a saving  to  the  administration  of  the 
hospital  of  400,688  francs  ! allowing  the  hospital  expences. 
Of  one-fifth,  who  may  necessarily  require  to  remain  in  during 
their  cure,  the  grand  saving,  above  all  others,  being,  that  un- 
der this  treatment  so  few  require  to  remain  in  the  hospital. 

There  are  (says  Dr.  Gales)  at  least  4,800  psoric  patients 
cured  annually  at  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  and  at  least  the 
same  number  of  dartrous  and  pruriginous  cases,  and  in  all 
the  other  Hospitals  in  Paris  about  6,400  of  each! 

After  calculating  the  various  expences  of  coals,  sulphur, 
drinks,  and  two  plain  water  baths,  usually  used  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  cure,  there  will  be  an  annual  saving  to  the 
Ifospital  of  St.  Louis  in  the  psoric  patients  alone,  of  118,704 
francs,  in  addition  to  the  expences  attending  uncleanliness  in 
confinement,  and  a proportionate  saving  in  the  dartrous  and 
pruriginous  patients,  &c.  who  must  necessarily  remain  longer 
under  cure.  My  method,  moreover,  (says  Dr.  Gales)  in  ad- 
dition to  offering  a quick  cure,  presents  other  advantages.  It 
will  enable  the  administration  of  hospitals  to  carry  into  effect 
what  they  have  long  projected,  namely,  of  not  admitting  any 
patients  to  stay  in  tlie  hospital  who  require  to  bo  submitted 
to  the  fumigation,  except  those  invalids,  whose  state  of  health 
requires  it.  This  will  still  further  reduce  the  expence  of 
treating  each  patient  from  12  IVancs  68  cents,  to  IS  cents. 

D 
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Discontinuing  tlie  use  of  the  barley  water,  which  is  wholly 
unnecessary,  and  also  for  the  plain  baths,  of  substituting  wa- 
ter fumigationg,  which  have  the  same  effect,  this  treatment 
will  then  cost  the  hospital  for  4,800  patients,  only  80'4  francs, 
instead  of  d0,8G4,  as  neretofore. 

But,  (says  the  Author)  before  we  proceed  further,  my  me- 
thod of  not  using  linen  (which,  with  other  remedies,  cannot 
be  dispensed  witli),  an  expence,  which  particularly  attracts 
the  notice  of  the  administration,  is  another  advantage.  By 
this  plan,  the  patients  will  not  be  admitted  but  at  fixed  hours 
to  receive  the  fumigation,  the  attendants  need  not  be  in  attend- 
ance but  at  those  stated  hours,  and  with  respect  to  employ- 
ment, the  patient  need  nqt  lose  more  than  a quarter  of  the 
day,  to  re-establish  his  health.  Thus,  in  most  instances, 
extreme  misery,  want  and  care  will  be  avoided,  and  also  the 
liability  to  various  infectious  disorders  of  an  hospital,  and  out 
of  these  savings,  the  weakly  patients  coming  to  be  fumigated 
may  be  accommodated  with  soup,  &c. 

The  preference  given  to  my  plan  (says  Dr.  Gales)  in  all 
the  hospitals  in  the  kingdom,  gives  the  poor  people  an  equal 
benefit,  which,  without  doubt,  will  become  equally  beneficial 
among  all  the  lower  class,  but  their  extreme  indigence  puts 
it  out  of  my  power  to  appreciate  its  value.  These  economi- 
cal advantages  which  have  appeared  to  the  civil  administra^ 
tors,  will  appear  equally  so  to  the  military  administration, 
especially  in  garrisons,  where  it  is  so  essential  that  a young 
soldier  should  not  lose  his  time  in  an  hospital,  which  cannot 
fail  keeping  him  back  from  pursuing  those  instructions  ne- 
cessary in  his  profession,  who,  although  tainted  with  some  cu- 
taneous disease,  might  continue  his  services. 

It  would  therefore  be  desirable  to  establish  a fumigating 
apparatus  in  every  barracks,  which,  after  the  first  expence 
will  be  found  highly  beneficial.  With  these  means,  the 
soldier  might  do  his  usual  duty  while  under  cure;  the  same 
advantages  may  be  still  applied  with  equal  benefit  in  time  of 
war,  when  each  regiment  bfts  gone  into  cantonments,  this 
will  allow  the  medical  officers  an  opportunity  of  establishing 
fumigating  machines  for  the  cure  of  their  patients,  instead  of 
sending  them  to  an  hospital.  By  these  means,  regiments  and 
garrisons  will  not  Bb  deprived  or  the  services  of  so  many-  men 
as  they  now  are. 

With  a view  to  lesseri  as  much  as  possible,  the  expence 
of  a large  establishment,  wherein  there  are  many  apparatuses 
required,  I have  employed  myself  much,  in  projecting  and 
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constructing  one  to  answer  tliese  purposes.  Among  many 
j)Ians  which  I presented  to  Drs.  Bouillon  La  Grange,  Prat, 
and  Curaudeau,  they  preferred  one  of  my  construction,  which 
will  serve  to  administer  the  fumigation  to  50  patients  at  one 
time,  without  using  any  fire  or  heat  underneath  the  ap- 
paratus. 

1 shall  here  transcribe  their  o\vn  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  drawn  up  in  their  Report,  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber 1812. 

“ This  apparatus  consists  of  a number  of  cases  of  the  same 
size,  in  each  of  these,  one  person  may  conveniently  sit,  leaning 
his  head  only  out  of  the  machine.  Each  of  these  cases  should 
be  warmed  to  a necessary  degree  of  heat,  or  at  least,  filled  with 
air  of  that  temperature  ; this  air  should  be  composed  of  atmos- 
pheric, and  of  acid  of  sulphurous  gas,  collected  immediately 
from  the  combustion  of  sulphur.  All  the  cases  are  thus  fill- 
ed with  air  through  the  openings  at  the  lower  ends  of  each 
case,  all  these  openings  communicate  with  each  other  by 
means  of  a common  pipe;  the  pipes  raise  the  air  vertically 
in  the  machine,  and  then  continue  to  carry  the  superfluous 
gas  out  of  the  room  in  which  the  patients  are  treated,  that 
they  may  not  be  afterwards  incommoded  by  it.  Each  case  is 
covered  with  an  oiled  linen  cloth,  so  as  to  prevent  any  vent 
of  the  air  from  the  body  of  the  patient,  and  it  will  then  ex- 
tend itself  over  every  part.” 

This  apparatus  was  not  established  until  the  month  of 
Sept.  1814.  Dr.  Peligot,  Member  of  the  Executive  Commis- 
sion of  Civil  Hospitals  in  Paris,  ordered  one  to  be  construct- 
ed for  the  use  of  twelve  patients  at  tlie  Hospital  of  St.  Louis, 
and  nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  this  new  machine.  In 
erecting  it,  we  called  in  the  aid  of  the  Ulustiious  Dr. 
Darcet.  This  learned  chemist  and  able  physician,  direc- 
ted the  architect.  I’his  appai'atus  has  been  in  use  since 
Nov.  1814,  and  serves  to  fumigate  twelve  patients  at  one 
time,  and  may  be  used  to  fumigate  them  three  times  a day. 

Its  construction,  notwithstanding,  has  inconveniences : its 
great  extent  is  too  much  for  the  expansion  of  the  vapors,  and 
the  heat  which  ought  to  be  carried  to  each  patient  in  an  equal 
degree.  1 he  patients  are  not  in  this  machine,  inclosed  in  a 
case  by  themselves,  and  when  one  of  them  would  wish^to  go 
out,  those  who  remain  within  are  cooled  by  the  external  air, 
thus  admitted  into  the  apparatus. 

To  rtisume  my  observations  on  the  apparatus,  which  I liave 
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presented,  and  of  which  I have  made  some  modifications, 
these  inconveniences  are  prevented,  as  tlie  air  rises  vertically, 
which  with  the  heat  is  expanded  by  separate  pipes  over  the 
whole  surface  of  each  patient. 


FIRST  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  JURY. 

declaration  of  facts. 

In  fulfilling  the  engagements,  made  by  the  General  Coun- 
cil of  Civil  Hospitals  of  Paris,  on  the  17th  of  March  I8I3, 
the  Jury  met  at  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  first  of 
April,  in  the  same  year.  'I'hey  rose  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  duties  with  which  they 
were  charged.  Their  first  object  Avas  to  administer  the  fumi- 
gation. With  this  view,  they  visited  and  examined  seven 
patients,  addressed  to  them  by  the  Central  Beaureau,  agreeable 
to  the  second  article  stipulated  by  the  administration.  It  had 
been  stated,  that  these  seven  patients  Avere  afflicted  with 
psoric  affections.  This  AA^as  found  to  be  the  case.  Their 
names  AA^ere  inscribed  accordingly  on  the  process  verbal,  Avhich 
had  been  signed  by  all  the  Members  of  the  Jury,  and  it  was 
agreed,  that  they  should  commence  the  fumigations  on  the 
next  day.  They  Avere  to  use’  tAvo  per  day,  of  half  an  hour 
each,  one  at  six  in  the  morning,  and  the  other  at  one  in  the 
afternoon,  and  that  all  other  means,  both  internal  and  exter- 
nal, should  be  strictly  forbidden. 

All  the  particulars  of  their  treatment  Avere  noted  doAvn  each 
day  by  every  Member  of  the  Jury,  and  at  the  fixed  hours  of 
their  meeting,  all  the  remarks  made  separately  by  each 
Member,  and  collectiA^ely  by  the  Jury,  were  entered  on  this 
process  verbal,  the  minutes  of  Avhich  they  have  annexed  to 
this  report.  These  seven  patients  form  seven  of  the  series 
of  experiments  hereafter  described. 

The  Jury  pursued  the  same  course  with  all  the  patients, 
Avhich  Avere  successively  addressed  to  them  by  the  Beaureau, 
unto^the  number  of  58.  These  they  separated  into  five 
classes,  but  not  of  an  equal  number.  "^I’he  descriptive  cases  of 
experiments  of  these  five  classes  of  patients,  are  annexed  to 
this  report,  and  contain  in  succession,  their  name.s,  number, 
nature  of  disease,  profession,  dAvelling,  number  of  fumiga- 
tions used,  effects,  &c.  and  Avhether  they  lived  at  a greater  or 
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less  distance,  it  was  ordered,  that  they  should  be  afterwards 
examined  at  their  own  dwellings,  and  most  strictly  scrutinized 
as  to  tlie  solidity  of  their  cure. 

The  J urv  having  employed  the  space  of  two  months  in  the 
accomplishment  of  these  experiments,  were  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  pronounce  on  the  efficacy  of  the  plan.  Having  wit- 
nessed the  state  in  which  they  found  the  patients  of  the  first 
class  (those  treated  at  the  beginning  of  April),  their  cure, 
and  a considerable  time  having  elapsed  since  the  termination  of 
the  treatment,  they  were  visited  at  their  dwellings,  unawares, 
by  many  members  of  the  Jury,  one  after  the  other,  and  by 
Dr.  Gales. 

The  patients  of  the  other  classes  were  also  visited  at  their 
dwellings,  although  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  discontinuance 
of  their  treatment  was  more  or  less  short,  still  none  of  the  re- 
sults were  found  by  the  individual  members  of  the  Jury,  dif- 
ferent from  those  stated  in  the  cases  of  the  document,  under 
No.  1.  or  in  any  wise  to  contradict  those  cases  as  there 
stated. 

Among  the  several  classes  submitted  by  the  Jury  to  the 
experiments,  some  who  were  afflicted  with  dartrous  affec- 
tions, and  had  been  in  the  hospital  befoi-e  their  commence- 
ment and  who  were  not  particularly  addressed  to  the  Jury, 
but  known  to  some  of  the  Members,  were  introduced  to  its 
use,  that  an  interesting  comparison  might  be  made  of  the 
effects  of  the  fumigation,  with  other  remedies  ; and  its  success 
is  well  autlienticated. 

Many  physicians  voluntarily  became  Members  of  the  Jury, 
and  also  sent  many  patients  to  Dr.  Gales  to  be  fumigated,  in 
some  of  whom,  the  most  varied  treatments  had  not  succeeded, 
and  their  diseases  gave  way  to  the  action  of  this  gas. 

-The  histories  of  single  cases  have  been  successively  and 
distinctly  noted  in  one  of  the  pieces  annexed  to  this  Report. 

7 he  number  of  fumigations  administered  to  each  patient, 
have  varied,  according  to  the  nature  and  complication  of  the 
complaint,  constitution,  temperament,  age,  sex  and  duration 
of  the  disease.  One  patient  was  cured  by  five  fumigations, 
another  required  six,  five  were  cured  by  seven  fumigations 
each,  two  by  nine,  four  by  ten,^one  by  eleven,  seven  by  thir- 
teen, four  by  fourteen,  and  four  by  fifteen,  eight  by  sixteen, 
and  one  by  eighteen,  three  were  cured  by  twenty,  and  one 
by  twenty-two,  one  by  twenty-four,  and  one  by  twenty-six, 
one  by  twenty-eight,  and  three  by  thirty.  Indeed,  among 
the  dartrous  affected  patients,  which  have  been  radically 
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cured,  the  fumigations  have  been  carried  to  seventy.  It  lias 
been  remarked,  that  women  and  children  require  a much  less 
number  than  adult  men,  especially  old  men;  this  is  easily  ex- 
plained, as  in  them  the  perspirable  pores  of  the  skin  are  more 
readily  impregnated  with  the  gas.  A few  dartrous  patients 
cured,  I’equired  nearly  thirty  fumigations  each.  The  psoric, 
upon  an  average,  13  each.  Two  pruriginous  received  nine 
each. 

The  fumigations  have  had  a remarkable  effect  on  cases  of 
old  inveterate  and  complicated  psoric  affections,  as  if  by  in- 
chan tment,  cases  of  this  kind  gave  way  much  sooner  than  the 
recent  ones.  One  patient  afflicted  with  tinea,  or  ring-worm, 
required  only  four,  and  a man  covered  with  syphilitic  pus- 
tules used  36.  But  the  number  of  fumigations  some  patients 
have  received  is  no  rule  to  guide  us  in  other  instances. 

The  dartrous  patients  upon  an  average  have  required 
thirteen  days  for  their  cure.  The  psoric  upon  an  average 
seven  days,  the  pruriginous  twelve  days. 

Of  the  patients  composing  the  several  classes  some  were 
covered  with  confluent  eruptions,  eighteen  with  simple  erup- 
tions, some  with  pustulous  eruptions,  miliary  eruptions,  others 
complicated  wdth  ring-worms,  and  others  with  other  dart- 
rous affections,  some  with  syphilitic  eruptions,  one  scald-head- 
ed, and  nine  dartrous  cases,  unconnected  with  psora. 

With  respect  to  the  time  these  diseases  had  existed,  in  one 
it  had  existed  eight  days,  in  four  fifteen  days,  thirteen  one 
month,  five  six  weeks,  four  two  months,  four  three  months, 
one  of  between  four  and  five  months,  six  for  six  months,  one 
ten  months,  one  twenty  years,  and  eight  which  we  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  time  the  complaint  had  existed. 

We  have  to  remark,  that  the  patients  affected  with  cutane- 
ous diseases,  which  were  addressed  by  the  Central  Beaureau, 
and  who  were  submitted  by  the  Jury  to  the  action  oftlie  gas, 
were  in  general  subjects  whose  complaints  presented  the 
highest  degree  of  obstinacy,  and  with  respect  to  the  result  of 
the  treatment  all  the  psoric  to  the  number  of  forty-three  -were 
cured,  also  nine  afflicted  with  dartrous  diseases,  three  wdth 
syphilitic  pustules  were  amended,  those  with  scald  head  cur- 
ed. All  the  pruriginous  also  obtained  a complete  cure. 
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PART  II.  (BY  THE  MEDICAL  JURY.) 

DISCUSSION  OF  FACTS. — REFLECTIONS. 

Origin  of  the  Treatment  of  Cutaneous  Diseases  hy  Sulphur- 
• ous  Fumigation. 

The  first  course  to  be  pursued  to  establish  a rational  and 
efficacious  treatment  for  disease  of  whatever  nature,  is  to 
ascertain  its  cause.  Unhappily  this  research  is  often  unsuc- 
cessful, and  the  obscurity  which  exists  in  this  particular  in- 
fluences, without  doubt,  the  slowness  of  the  discovery  of  the 
curative  means.  The  psoric  affection,  for  instance,  is  a proof 
of  this  assertion,  its  nature  having  been  unknown, -is  the  re^ 
son  why  the  present  epoch  furnishes  us  with  a series  of  empi- 
rical remedies,  some  of  which  are  totally  useless,  others  dan- 
gerous ; but  the  discovery  of  the  psorique  insect  was  the  sig- 
nal for  a happy  change,  directed  against  that  disease.  Mons. 
Dr.  Gales  in  his  dissertation  on  this  complaint,  has  consigned 
numberless  and  authentic  experiments  on  the  insect,  contain- 
ed in  tlie  psoric  vesicle ; they  confirm  those  which  were  for- 
merly maae  by  the  most  eminent  physicians,  and  serve  anew 
to  support  his  method.  He  collected  some  of  these  insects 
into  glasses,  and  exposed  them  to  the  vapors  of  sulphur,  and 
they  immediately  expired. 

The  first  idea  which  gave  birth  to  the  use  of  sulphurous 
vapors  in  the  cure  of  psoric  affections,  arose  from  facts,  which 
had  been  long  known,  namely,  that  labourers,  &c.  who  are 
exposed  to  the  vapors  of  sulphur  are  exempt  from  this  dis- 
ease, and  in  case  they  become  infected  with  it,  they  are  im- 
mediately freed  when  they  return  to  their  labours,  without 
having  recourse  to  any  curative  means ; another  fact  is  also 
well  known  : that  persons  employed  in  the  wards  of  hospi- 
tals, where  a great  number  of  patients  are  treated,  never  re- 
ceive the  infection,  and  the  reason  is  because  tbeir  bodies  are 
continually  immersed  in  an  air  charged  with  particles  of  sul- 
phur. These  vapors  ai*e  also  the  most  certain  remedy  to  de- 
stroy vermin,  and  all  other  kinds  of  insects  which  acihere  to 
the  body,  or  are  created  by  filth. 

These  notions  on  the  use  of  fumigations  gave  Dr.  Gales  an 
idea  of  imitating  their  effects  in  medical  practice,  by  intro- 
ducing a new  method  of  applying  them.  He  conceived,  that 
by  rendering  the  sulphur  very  diffusible,  it  would  be  the 
more  certain  of  coming  in  contact  with  the  insect,  lodged 
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under  the  thin  external  skin,  and  therefore  resolved  to  sub- 
mit to  experiments,  these  means  which  reason  argued,  fore- 
told success. 


Of  the  Apparatus  employed  to  administer  the  Fumigation. 

To  invent  an  apparatus,  simple,  convenient,  and  at  as  little 
cxpence  as  possible,  which  would  unite  all  the  advantages  of 
covering  every  part  of  the  body  of  the  sick  with  the  vapors, 
to  that  of  keeping  it  away  from  the  organs  of  respiration, 
which  would  occasion  coughing,  and  other  inconveniences, 
was  the  aim  of  Dr.  Gales. 

Various  incomplete  means  were  first  adopted,  which  never- 
theless succeeded  in  curing  many  patients  of  eruptive,  and 
other  cutaneous  disorders.  These  incomplete  means  were 
however,  attended  with  so  many 'inconveniences,  and  so  irri- 
tated the  skin,  created  coughing,  disordered  the  stomach, 
bowels,  &c.  that  Dr.  Gales  ultimately  found  it  necessaiy  to 
construct  a new  apparatus,  called  his  fumigating  or  bathing- 
machine,  of  a particular  form,  and  the  use  of  this  is  unattend- 
ed with  those  objections. 


Of  the  Chemical  Properties  of  the  Vapors,  contained  in  the 
Bathing  Machine. 

These  vapors  hold  in  snspension,  a large  quantity  of  the 
mineral  in  a volatilized  state,  part  of  this  has  been  afterwards  * 
found  on  the  body  in  very  small  cbrystals,  especially  in  the 
pustules,  on  their  separation,  on  their  surfaces,  and  in  the 
dartrous  ulcerated  parts ; these  have  been  frequently  ob- 
vious to  the  naked  eye.  All  the  mineral  employed  serves  for 
the  fumigation,  as  the  pipe  has  no  great  distance  to  convey 
it,  and  the  bathing  tub  is  so  constructed  and  lined,  that  none 
can  escape.  The  vapor  passes  over  the  body  in  a state  of 
sulphurous  acid  gas.  The  gas  contained  in  the  apparatus  is 
particularly  soluble,  but  on  adding  nitrate  of  potash,  the 
sulphur  is  reduced  to  an  extreme  division,  and  there  acts  very 
powerfully  on  the  disease. 

Of  the  Action  of  these  Vapors  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

The  treatment  of  psoric  affections  by  these  fumigations, 
was  the  first  object  of  these  experiments  of  Dr.  Gales,  but 
since  that  time,  he  has  applied  them  to  the  cure  of  dartrous 
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diseases  of  the  skin,  scald-head,  prurigo,  and  other  cutaneous 
affections,  in  which  the  insects  act  no  part.  In  geneial,  it  is 
remarked,  that  these  fumigations  produce  a plentiful  perspi- 
ration, and  are  consequently  very  favourable  to  the  different 
diseases,  which  wc  attribute  to  a suppression  of  cutaneous 
secretion ; it  was  also  from  a man  having  recourse  to  the  fumi- 
gations for  other  complaints,  that  he  had  rheumatic  pains 
cured,  with  which  he  was  also  afflicted,  and  we  first  discovered 
their  efficacy  in  that  disease,  d'he  absorbent  vessels  receive  a 
great  quantity  of  these  vapors,  reduced  into  gas,  and  this  is, 
without  doubt,  the  cause  why  some  dartrous  affections  have 
been  cured,  which  the  vapors  have  never  been  in  contact 
with  during  the  treatment ; we  are  able  to  cite  many  examples 
of  dartrous  eruptions  in  the  face,  cured  by  them  when  the 
vapors  have  only  been  applied  to  the  body,  covered  up  in 
the  appai'atus  without  touching  this  part.  * In  the  treatment 
of  psora,  the  fumigations  act  as  an  asphyxiant  on  the  insect, 
ana  with  all  the  other  phenomena  we  nave  mentioned  in  this 
and  dartrous  diseases.  Many  females  who  have  submitted 
to  their  use,  have  received  much  benefit  in  the  removal  of 
certain  debilities  which  frequently  affect  the  female  organs  of 
generation,  originating  in  relaxation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  vagina,  but  we  have  yet  had  no  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  whether  they  have  any  influence  over  menstrual 
discharges,  either  to  accelerate  or  retard  them,  or  even  whether 
their  ordinary  course  is  at  all  altered  by  their  use. 

The  patients  submitted  to  tlie  fumigations,  are  not  com- 
pelled to  quit  their  houses  and  go  into  an  hospital,  or  to  be 
interrupted  in  their  ordinary  avocations,  because  this  treat- 
ment need  not  in  all  cases  be  applied  every  day,  it  takes  up 
very  little  of  their  time,  and  leaves  no  outward  marks  of  any 
application.  If  these  fumigations  are  not  a means  of  ra.dit:al 
cure  for  all  cutaneous  and  chronic  disorders,  as  they  certain- 
ly are  for  psoric  affections,  though  to  every  appearance  we 
are  led  to  believe  they  are,  they  are  at  least,  and  ought  to  be 
considered,  an  excellent  auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  divers 
diseases ; they  i-epair  one  accident,  namely,  tlie  deranged  and 
fine  organs  of  the  skin. 

Reason  and  experience  on  the  very  great  advantages  re- 
sulting froni  the  application  of  a medicine,  under  a form  the 
most  devisable,  to  so  large  a surface  as  the  whole  body,  tell  us 
must^  desirable.  The  gas  in  these  fumigations  presents  us 
with  tnis  desideratum,  and  perhaps,  if  still  further  trials  were 
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made  with  them,  they  might  be  found  to  cure  many  other 
diseases. 

Besides  these  maxims,  this  mode  of  application  of  medici- 
nal substances  may  not  be  confined  to  this  remedy  alone,  the 
materia  medica  presents  us  ^vith  many  substances  very  vola- 
tile, very  active,  and  very  useful,  in  the  practice  of  physic, 
and  which,  under  the  form  of  fumigation  applied  to  all  the 
surface  of  the  body,  might  offer  new  and  powerful  resources 
in  many  disorders,  looked  upon  at  the  present  time  as  incura- 
ble and  mortal.  Camphire,  opium,  aether,  alcohol,  ammonia- 
cum,  and  many  other  substances  are  of  this  number. 


Parallel  between  the  Treatment  of  Psoric  Affections,  with 
Sulphurous  Vapors,  and  other  Icnown  Methods. 

The  numerous  experiments  made  with  the  fumigations, 
and  which  have  been  communicated  by  the  Jury,  were,  for 
the  most  part,  upon  subjects  affected  with  the  very  worst 
species  of  psora.  This  treatment  has  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, as  the  most  certain,  rational,  simple,  economical,  and 
convenient. 

It  has  been  proved,  that  in  addition  to  a great  number  of 
patients  cured  by  this  new  method,  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
jive  have  been  noted  down  in  the  tables,  and  authentically 
certified  as  cured  by  the  Doctors  De  la  Porte  and  Ruffin,  the 
one  Physician,  and  the  other  Surgeon  in  Chief  to  the  Hospi- 
tal of  St.  Louis ; Mons.  Dr.  Manry,  Doctor  in  Physic,  and 
Troccon,  who  were  all  brought  up  to  the  profession  in  this 
Hospital,  were  charged  to  take  notes  of  these  experiments : 
which  notes  were  certified  by  Dr.  Duchanoy.  Those  Tables 
attest,  that  the  psoric  patients  obtained  their  cure  quickly  by 
the  fumigations,  although  used  with  means  then  imperfect. 

These  Tables  form  part  of  the  materials  which  compose 
the  minutes  of  these  Reports ; and  there  is  also  annexed  a cer- 
tificate of  the  Inspecting  Agent  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis, 
in  which  it  is  declared,  tliat  out  of  the  above  number,  they' 
were  all  cured  except  one  of  the  tiame  of  Barry,  who  returned 
to  the  Hospital  at  tne  end  of  five  months  afterwards,  but  w'e 
could  not  ascertain  Avhethcr  he  went  out  of  the  Hospital  un- 
cured, or  whether  it  was  a fresh  contagion. 

This  remedy  is  of  infinite  more  use  in  the  treatment  of  cu- 
taneous diseases  than  the  most  approved  means,  such  as  the 
yellow  ointment,  mercurial  lotions,  and  ointments,  arsenic  lo- 
tions, tobacco  lotions,  the  aminoniacal  liniment,  the  antipsoric 
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decoction  of  Dr.  Rouque,  the  sulphurous  mixture  of  Profes- 
sor Chaussier,  the  antipsoric  quintessence  of  Mettemberg. 
the  baths  of  sulphat  of  potash,  the  sulphur  pomade,  and  ^1 
' the  other  numerous  and  approved  remedies. 

Tlie  detailed  examination  of  each  of  these  means,  and  the 
numerous  objections  which  we  might  make  to  them,  would 
lead  us  to  useless  and  tedious  lengths  in  these  Reports. 

We  will  merely  unfold  so  much  as  will  enable  us  to  prove 
the  advantages  which  we  have  attributed  to  the  fumigations, 
and  to  justiiy  the  pre-eminence  of  their  use.  We  have  said, 
for  instance,  that  they  are  the  most  certain  means  of  destroy- 
ir^  psoric  affections ; in  fact,  they  act  on  all  points  of  the 
affected  surface,  no  pail  can  escape  them  ; this  cannot  be  the 
case  with  frictions.  It  is  also  the  most  rational,  because  it 
is  founded  on  a precise  knowledge  of  that  disease. 

The  action  ot  these  vapors  is  more  ready  than  any  other 
means.  After  the  first  fumigation,  the  patient  is  sensible  of  a 
remarkable  amelioration,  sleep  returns,  and  the  pruriginous 
pains  cease  as  if  by  inchantment,  neither  is  the  appetite  slow 
m returning.  It  appears  certain,  that  by  this  happy  change, 
the  insects  are  destroyed  which  have  been  the  aspnyxis ; the 
fumigations,  when  they  first  come  in  contact  with  the  psoric 
pimples,  destroy  the  incommoding  qualities  of  the  disease, 
without,  however,  changing  them  in  colour  or  appearance. 

We  may  then,  with  good  reason,  presume,  that  the  disease 
is  destroyed  by  the  first  fumigation,  when  it  is  conveni- 
ently applied,  by  reason  of  the  destruction  of  the  insect  which 
had  its  existence  in,  and  was  interwoven  in  the  skin,  and 
which  constitutes  the  psoric  affection.  The  pimples  then  only 
exist  without  itchings ; a proof  that  the  psora  is  occasioned 
by  no  other  means  than  these  living  psorigo.  They  will 
then  be  nothing  more  than  a damaged  aisorganization  of  the 
parts,  and  this  immediately  ceasing  to  be  contagjious,  and  may 
be  cured  in  a limited  time,  the  ulterior  fumigations  hav- 
ing no  other  effect  than  to  dry  up  and  heal  them.  We  have 
suggested  this  idea  to  Dr.  Gmes,  that  he  may  by  further  ex- 
periments prove  this  fact,  when  opportunity  offers. 

If  our  experience  justifies  the  presumption,  it  is  on  this 
account,  that  great  advantages  will  result  from  this  piece  of 
theory  ; for  example,  the  disinfection  of  an  infected  person  at 
one  single  fumigation.  Under  this  idea,  a great  number  of 
individuals  may  be  cured  in  a very  short  time,  by  one  small 
apparatus,  for  after  one  application  the  cure  will  gradually 
return  of  itself,  without  further  use  of  the  fumigation.  For 
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examj)lc,  a convoy  of  prisoners  of  war,  or  a rc^ment  passing 
througli  a town,  may  be  disinfected  at  once,  without  remain- 
ing any  time  for  their  cure  to  be  accomplished. 

Anotlicr  advantage  in  this  treatment  is,  that  with  a view 
to  accelerate  the  cure,  a patient  may  take  four  fumigations 
per  day,  which  will  be  a loss  of  time  of  only  about  half  an 
hour  for  each,  without  other  inconvenience. 

In  psoric  affections,  this  remedy  requires  no  other  medi- 
cine, either  internal  or  external,  and  no  c*hange  of  diet  or 
custom,  in  fact,  the  quality  of  the  medicine,  and  the  form 
under  which  it  is  administered,  stands  upon  higher  terms  of 
simplicity  than  any  other. 

The  expence  of  the  medicine  alone,  for  the  cure  of  each 
patient,  will  in  general,  be  about  4b'  centims ; but  to  this 
the  most  essential  of  all,  is  the  construction  and  expence 
of,  and  attendant  upon  the  apparatus,  an  expence  which 
is  not  appreciable,  when  we  apply  it  to  the  cure  of  a great 
number  of  patients. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  adoption  of  this  treatment 
may  render  it  unnecessary,  but  for  few  patients  to  enter  into 
an  hospital  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  many 
serious  disorders  ; besides  this,  a long  stay  in  the  hospital 
causes  a great  expcnce  to  the  administration.  Every  patient 
may  go  every  day  to  the  place  appointed  for  its  use,  and 
return  to  his  business  without  encumbering  the  wards, 
which  often  become  inaccessible  to  many  indigent  patients, 
afflicted  with  cases  requmng  their,  stay  in  them.  It  also 
frequently  happens,  that  servants  and  worlang  people  of 
both  sexes,  run  the  risk  of  losing  their  situations  by  quitting 
them  momentarily,  to  stay  a longer  or  shorter  period  in  an 
hospital,  while  the  use  of  the  fumigations  require  only  a very 
short  space  of  time  each  day,  and  may  be  even  used  at  night, 
if  their  use  in  the  day  should  interrupt  their  ordinary  occupa- 
tions. 

Another  advantage  attributable  to  this  remedy  is,  that  it 
does  not  leave  any  disagreeable  smell  about  the  patient,  or 
dirty  and  soil  the  body,  or  the  linen,  as  is  the  case  with  oint- 
ments, particularly  with  the  pomade  de  sulphur,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  fumigations,  instead  of  soiling,  clean  the  skin. 

Those  patients  who  have  submitted  to  this  treatment,  have 
supported  their  health  during  its  use,  although  there  were 
among  them  many  in  a veiy  delicate  state. 

Those  accidents  which  frequently  occur,  during  the  treat- 
ment of  cutaneous  diseases,  such  as  enlargements  of  the  ab- 
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donnnal  viscera,  &c.  arc  prevented  by  this  new  method,  by 
the  perspiration  which  llie  fumigations  determine  to  the  skin, 
whereas,  by  anointing  the  bo^y  witli  greasy  ointments,  we 
diminish  the  perspiration,  by  stopping  up  the  pores,  and  thus 
favour  internal  disorders. 

But  the  greatest  advantages  in  these  fumigations  are,  that 
they  may  be  applied  in  cases  of  dartrous  diseases  of  the  skin, 
of  the  most  rebellious  kind,  to  scald-heads,  and  all  prurigi- 
nous  disorders,  with  the  greatest  benefit. 

The  Jury  have  had  under  their  immediate  care,  patients 
afflicted  with  inveterate  dartres  circinees,  which  the  fumiga- 
tions have  cured,  these  cases  had  resisted  every  other  treat- 
ment. One  very  striking  instance  of  the  good  effects  of  the 
fumigation,  took  place  in  a dartrous  affection  in  a young  lady 
2l  years  of  age,  who  was  not  comprised  in  the  series  of  cases 
reported  by  the  Jury.  This  was  a very  confirmed  case.  The 
dartres  extending  over  the  face,  neck,  arms  and  head,  the 
hair  of  which  had  partly  fallen  off. 

This  disease  had  existed  for  nine  years,  and  had  not  given 
way  to  the  most  judicious  and  energetic  remedies,  used  under 
the  advice  of  physicians  of  the  first  eminence,  whose  dictates 
were  closely  adhered  to.  The  use  of  mercury  had  failed. 
Fifty-two  sulphurous  water  baths,  used  at  Tivoli,  had  been  of 
no  service,  neither  had  any  benefit  been  derived  from  oily, 
gelatinous,  and  other  baths. 

The  fumigations,  although  used  with  an  incomplete  appa- 
ratus (a  warming  pan),  were  the  last  means  to  which  she  re- 
sorted. After  using  the  first,  she  found  a very  sensible  ame- 
lioration of  the  symptoms.  She  was  certainly  not  completely 
cured  by  their  use,  and  has  disused  them  for  some  time,  but 
has  now  proposed  to.recommence  them  in  the  new  invented 
fumigating  apparatus,  and,  it  is  presumed  by  all,  that  she 
will,  without  doubt,  obtain  a complete  cure,  in  fact,  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Jury  are  so  strong  in  favour  of  this  treatment, 
that  they  have  addressed  to  Dr.  Gales,  many  cases  of  dart- 
rous diseases,  of  a very  obstinate  kind,  which  had  been  deem- 
ed incurable  by  other  remedies. 


RESUME. 

1.  The  experiments  relative  to  the  treatment  of  psoric  af- 
fections, by  the  fumigations,  have  been  sufficient  to  prove  that 
they  perfectly  cure  those  disorders, 
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2.  That  all  species  of  psoric  affections  yield  equally  to 
their  use,  especially  the  most  inveterate  kind. 

3.  The  number  of  fumigations  necessary  for  the  cure, 
vary,  according  to  the  age,  sex,  intensity,  and  complication 
of  the  disease. 

4.  That  the  number  of  fumigations,  upon  an  average,  vary 
from  four  to  twenty-four. 

5.  That  the  duration  of  each  fumigation  is  usually  half 
an  hour,  so  as  not  to  fatigue  the  patient  with  the  uniformity 
of  position  in  sitting  in  the  apparatus,  but  the  time  is  varied, 
from  a quarter  of  an  hour  to  an  hour. 

6.  I’hat  all  diseases  of  the  skin,  eruptive,  and  chronic  dis- 
orders, such  as  the  various  kinds  of  dartrous  affections,  psoria- 
risis,  syphilitic  pustules,  prurigo,  tinea  capitis,  or  scald-head, 
frequently  give  way  to  the  fumigation. 

7.  That  the  last  mentioned  eruptive  and  chronic  disorders, 
frequently  require  a greater  number  of  fumigations  than 
psoric  affections,  and  that  these  means  ought  to  be  regarded, 
at  least,  as  an  excellent  auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  these 
divers  disorders. 

8.  That  the  patients  at  the  time  they  are  using  the  fumi- 
gation, may,  in  many  instances,  apply  four  a day,  and  still 
follow  their  usual  occupations,  and  habits  of  living,  and  will, 
notwithstanding,  be  sooner  or  later  cured,  according  to 
the  case. 

9.  That  the  treatment  of  psoric  affections  by  fumigation, 
requires  no  other  auxiliary  treatment,  either  external  or  in- 
ternal, or  any  particular  regimen. 

10.  Compared  with  all  other  known  remedies,  even  those 
which  are  regarded  as  the  most  rational  and  efficacious,  the 
fumigation  is  superior  for  its  simplicity  and  efficacy. 

11.  That  its  application  is  ready  and  convenient  in  all  cases, 
and,  in  a mechanical  point  of  view,  capable  of  improvement 

CONCLUSION- 

The  Jury  conclude  : From  all  the  experiments  which  they 
have  seen,  made  and  followed  on  the  treatment  of  eruptive 
and  chronic  maladies,  psoric  affections,  &c.  by  the  fumi- 
gation, that  the  efficacy  and  safety  of  this  treatment  is  suffici- 
ently substantiated. 

That  it  merits  the  preference  in  most,  if  not  in  the  genera- 
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]ity  of  cases,  of  all  other  means,  and  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
practice. 

That  it  ought  to  be  made  known,  propagated,  and  esta- 
blished in  hospitals,  at  least  as  an  au .biliary,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  cutaneous,  eruptive,  and  chronic  disorders,  especial- 
ly for  the  cure  of  psoric  affections,  to  teach  persons  of  the  art 
what  good  aid  it  will  afford  them  in  the  treatment  of  those 
kind  of  cases,  also  to  establish  it  in  ships,  camps,  armies,  in 
prisons  and  in  barracks. 

That  it  is  desirable  that  a public  establishment  be  formed 
for  the  administration  of  this  remedy,  that  every  possible  ad- 
vantage may  be  derived  by  extending  its  use. 

Report  made  the  18th  May,  1813. 

(Signed)  Pinell. 

A.  Dircois. 

< A.  A.  Tartka, 

Esparron. 

Bouillon  la  Grange. 

Examined  and  approved. 

The  Memoer  of  the  Council, 

(Signed)  M o i:  r g u f,. 
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REPORTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS, 

OF  THE 

MEBICAL  JURY 

ON  THE 

CASES  SUBMITTED  TO  THEIR  EXPERIMENTS. 


No.  1. 


DOCUMENTS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  FIRST  REPORT- 

Individual  Observations  of  the  Disorders  submitted  to  these 
Experiments,  {by  the  Medical  Jury.) 


( DISEASES  OF  THE  FIRST  CLASS. 

Case  1 

Coste,  56  years  of  age,  a painter,  residing  at  No.  1,1.  Great 
Harleur  street,  had  been  afflicted  with  a confluent  psora  for 
many  years.  He  had  been  treated  for  the  cure  of  it  at  dif- 
ferent times,  at  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis.  His  body  was  also 
covered  with  vermin,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  habi- 
tual ulceration  of  the  skin,  the  want  of  clean  linen,  and  the 
extreme  dirtiness  which  his  miserable  condition  had  brought 
on  him.  I’he  itchings  were  so  insupportable,  especially  dur- 
ing the  night,  that  he  had  not  slept  ror  a length  of  time. 

He  has  used  two  fumigations  per  day,  ofhmf  an  hour  each, 
from  the  2d  of  April  to  uie  10th,  in  all  16,  in  8 days.  The 
itchings  have  entirely  ceased,  and  the  sleep  and  appetite  re- 
turned. His  state  of  health,  which  was  much  broKen  down, 
is  completely  re-established.  Nothing  remains  but  the 
marks  of  the  psoric  pimples,  similar  to  tliose  remaining  after 
the  small-pox,  or  other  eruptions.  The  external  coat  of  the 
skin  is  in  a state  of  desquamation.  This  disease,  which  has 
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I)e6n  cured  since  the  10th  of  April,  was  examined  on  the  lOth 
May  following,  and  the  patient  then  enjoyed  perfect  health, 
the  cure  appeared  solid,  and  there  was  no  trace  of  psora  or 
vermin. 

Case  2. 

Steven  Robert  Devie,  28  years  of  age,  of  No.  1.  Bretagne 
street,  painter,  who  generally  enjoyed  good  health,  had  been 
afflicted  with  a psoric  affection  for  15  days.  His  treatment 
lasted  eight  days,  16  fumigations,  at  two  per  day,  from  the 
2d  to  the  loth  of  April,  inclusive.  The  patient  went  out  of 
the  hospital  perfectly  cured. 

Case  3. 

Francis  Brunet,  a carpenter,  St.  Maria  street,  St.  Martinj 
55  years  of  age,  of  a feeble,  consumptive  habit,  and  con- 
stantly troubled  with  rheumatic  pains,  had  been  afflicted 
for  a month  with  a psoric  affection.  He  used  two  fumiga- 
tions per  day,  from  the  2d  to  the  10th  April,  inclusive,  and 
was  pronounced  cured. 


Case  4. 

Claud  Lewis  Coiron,  26  years  of  age,  a joiner  of  No.  22. 
St.  Martin  street  in  the  Fauburg,  had  been  afflicted  with  a 
psoric  affection  for  three  months.  His  treatment  commenced 
2d  April,  and  continued  8 days,  during  this  time,  he  used  16 
fumigations,  at  two  per  day.  He  was  then -cured. 

Case  5. 

Jean  Baptist  Masson,  of  No.  58.  Harp  street,  19  years  of 
age,  of  a strong  constitution,  had  been  afflicted  for  a month 
with  psora.  Used  the  fumigations  from  the  2d  to  the  10th 
of  April,  inclusive,  he  was  then  pronounced  cured. 

Case  6. 

Robert  Ledoux,  a broker’s  clerk,  of  No.  8.  Quay  de  I’EcoIe, 
near  the  new  bridge,  or  Pont  Neof,  22  years  of  age,  and  of  a 
good  constitution,  was  afflicted  with  an  inveterate  miliary 
psoric  affection.  He  used  two  fumigations  per  day,  from  the 
2d  to  the  11th  of  April,  inclusive,  he  then  returned  home, 
perfectly  cured.  ' 
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Case  8. 

Esbranger,  24s  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  for  a month, 
with  a confluent  psoric  affection.  He  felt  the  strongest  pru- 
riginous  pains,  and  was  deprived  of  sleep.  He  has  usea  15 
fumigations,  from  the  8th  to  the  15th  of  April.  By  the  first 
fumigation,  the  pimples  were  destroyed,  the  pruriginous  pains 
ceased,  and  the  sleep  returned.  He  went  out  of  the  hospital 
< on  the  l7th  of  the  same  month,  the  skin  of  the  loins  a little 
pimply,  but  without  any  itchings. 

Case  9. 

Alexander  Benire,  44  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  four 
or  five  months,  with  a confluent  psoric  affection  bn  the  thighs 
and  hands,  with  strong  pruriginous  pains,  and  restlessness. 
Used  two  fumigations  per  day,  from  the  11th  to  the  17th  of 
April,  and  then  went  out  cured. 

Case  10. 

Aulard,  18  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  with  a psoric 
affection  of  the  skin,  for  about  a month,  apparently,  only  on 
the  bands  and  thighs.  He  experienced  very  strong  restles.s- 
ness,  and  cruel  itchings.  Began  the  fumigations  on  the  8th. 
He  was  cured  after  using  ten,  and  went  out  of  the  hospital 
on  the  17th  of  April,  after  using  twelve  fumigations. 

Case  11. 

Alexander  Lewis  Eierhach,  15  years  of  age,  had  been  for 
some  time  afflicted  with  psoric  affection,  extending  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body,  confluent  only  on  the  hands.  He 
experienced  great  itchings  and  restlessness.  He  used  15  fu- 
migations in  4 days,  viz.  from  the  8th  to  the  lllh  of  April, 
inclusive,  after  this,  he  was  pronounced  cured. 

Case  12. 

Nicholas  Millett,  an  upholsterer  of  Ragoulle  House,  No. 
2.  Saint  Eloi  street,  1 8 years  of  age,  had  been  allUcted  for  two 
years  with  a confluent  psoric  affection,  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  body,  with  pruriginous  pains,  and  Avithout  sleep.  He 
had  used  six  fumigations  in  four  days,  from  the  8th  to  the 
11th  of  April,  be  was  pronounced  cured. 

Case  1.‘3. 

John  Alexander  Lozpely  a butcher,  of  No.  29.  Verririe 
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street.  Had  been  for  two  months  afflicted  with  a psoric  dis- 
ease, over  the  whole  body,  of  a very  pustulous  nature.  He 
was  much  afflicted  with  pruriginous  pains,  and  restlessness. 
He  used  twelve  fumigations  in  six  days,  from  the  8th  to  the 
13th  of  April,  he  was  then  pronounced  cured. 

Case  14. 

John  Beonard  Prevost,  33  years  of  age,  afflicted  >vith  large 
syphilitic  (venereal)  pustules,  extending  over  the  surface  of 
the  body,  principally  on  the  face  and  arms.  Was  addressed 
to  the  Jury  by  Mons.  Dr.  Rupin,  to  be  submitted  to  the  fu- 
migations, and  to  try  their  effects,  carried  to  the  highest  de- 
gree, over  this  eruption.  These  pustules  had  manifested 
themselves  about  two  months  after  the  patient  had  come  out 
of  the  hospital  les  Veneriens,  where  he  had  been  treated  for 
syphilis  for  about  80  days.  He  was  habitually  troubled  with 
a sore  throat;  this  appeared  to  participate  of  the  syphilitic 
character.  He  was  much  disturbed  with  itchings,  and  rest- 
lessness from  sleep.  His  face  was  marked  and  discoloured, 
and  his  health  considerably  deranged.  After  30  fumi- 

fations,  the  disease  found  their  good  effects,  the  pustules  were 
ried  up,  and  occasioned  no  more  itchings,  the  sore  throat 
was  a little  dissipated,  the  discolouration  of  the  face  better, 
and  the  sleep  and  appetite  had  returned. 

The  numerous  pustules  with  which  this  patient  had  been 
afflicted,  might  be  looked  upon  as  healed,  excepting  one  deep 
crack,  situated  on  the  bend  of  the  left  arm,  this  was  also 
proportionally  less,  and  advanced  towards  a cure;  this  jirin- 
cipaUy  depended  on  the  motion  of  that  joint.  After  thirty-six 
general  fumigations,  the  patient  found  himself  a little  fa- 
tigued from  the  too  great  heat,  oppression,  &c.  'fhe  fumi- 
gations were  then  only  used  on  the  surface  of  this  ulcer,  by 
means  of  a tube  which  inclosed  it. 

The  healing  of  this  pustule  is  not  yet  altogether  achieved, 
but  it  is  much  advanced  towards  a cure ; the  patient  found 
himself  feeble  and  weary,  which,  all  at  once,  interrupted  the 
process,  whether  local  or  general,  and  we  are  not  at  present 
able  to  say  how  the  case  will  terminate,  or  whether  the  patient 
will  resume  their  use  again  or  not.  This  case,  then,  remains 
incomplete,  but  it  is  one  strong  proof  of  the  gi-eat  efficacy  of 
the  fumigation,  over  one  of  the  most  rebellious  eruptive 
disorders. 

This  patient  was  again  examined  on  the  8th  of  May,  and 
was  then  in  a good  state  of  health.  With  respect  to  the  sy- 
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philltic  pustules,  the  most  obstinate  and  serious  of  all,  situat- 
ed on  the  bend  of  the  left  arm,  with  a deep  gash,  might  also 
be  considered  as  healed,  and  there  was  no  more  to  be  seen  ol‘ 
any  of  the  pustules  than  marks  of  a brown  or  reddish  cast. 

The  syphilitic  pustules  of  this  man,  may  therefore  be  con- 
sidered cured,  as  far  as  we  consider  them  a cutaneous  affection, 
but  the  cachexia  veneriens,  which  appears  to  impjur  the  eco- 
nomy of  all  the  powers  of  the  body,  ought  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  destroyed,  because  the  patient  labours  under  the  in- 
convenience of  debility,  with  an  altered  complexion,  though 
it  may  be,  that  even  this  state,  needs  only  to  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  nature,  and  the  use  of  tonics. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  THIRD  CLASS. 

Case  lo. 

Siierlin,  2l  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  for  about  15 
days,  with  a kind  of  dartrous  psoric  ulceration  of  the  legs. 
He  has  used  seven  fumigations  from  the  17th  to  the  27th  of 
April.  He  went  out  cured  of  the  dartrous  and  psoric  af- 
fections. 

Case  16. 

Peter  Bodnon^  14  years  of  age,  Avas  afflicted  Avlth  a psoric 
disease.  He  used  twelve  fumigations,  from  the  1 7th  to  the 
27th  of  April.  After  the  third,  he  found  himself  much  bet- 
ter. His  appetite  and  sleep  had  returned,  and  he  was 
troubled  with  very  little  itching,  at  the  ninth  fumigation  it 
had  quite  ceased,  and  from  hence  he  might  be  considered 
cured. 

Case  17. 

Boqnet,  17  years  of  age,  afflicted  with  psora,  received  nine 
fumigations,  from  the  17th  to  the  2lst  of  April,  after  the  two 
first,  we  observed  no  remarkable  alteration.  After  the  fifth 
he  was  much  better,  and  the  itchings  had  ceased.  Fie  was 
discharged  cured  on  the  27  th  of  April. 

Case  18. 

Peter  Anthony^  27  years  of  age,  afflicted  Avith  a psoric  af- 
fection, used  tAvelve  fumigations  in  ten  days,  from  the  17  th 
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to  the  27th  of  April.  After  the  first,  the  pruriginous  pains 
were  diminished,  after  the  ninth  he  was  almost  cured,  and 
after  the  12th,  he  was  completely  recovered. 


Case  19- 

Alexander  Nicholas  Renard,  24  years  of  age,  was  afflicted 
with  a psoric  disease.  After  the  second  fumigation,  the  pru- 
riginous pains  were  less  frequent,  and  less  lively.  After  the 
sixth,  he  had  no  pruriginous  pains,  his  appetite  and  sleep  were 
o-ood,  and  he  was  sent  home  cured. 

Case  20. 

DebuasT/,  38  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  for  about  a 
month  with  a miliary  psora,  which  took  place  after  he  was 
blooded  at  the  Hospital  of  Mons.  After  the  fourth  fumiga- 
tion there  remained  scarcely  any  itchings,  and  his  sleep  and 
appetite  had  returned.  Fourteen  fumigations,  used  in  five 
days,  sufficed  for  his  cure. 


Case  21. 


J 

Jacquemini,  2.5  years  of  age,  was  covered  over  great  part  , 
of  the  body  with  nng-worms,  dartres  circinim.  Commenced 
the  fumigations  on  the  17th  of  April.  At  the  fourth  he  had 
no  more  itchings.  His  sleep  became  good,  and  his  appetite  — 
returned.  The  scales  began  to  fall  off.  At  the  seventeenth 
fumigation  the  dartrous  eruption  was  dried  up,  sunk  and 
pale,  and  his  health  has  been  every  day  improving.  He  has 
now  received  his  twenty-sixth  fmnigation,  and  it  is  presumed, 
will  obtain  a complete  cure;  this  is  the^  njore  certain,  as 
he  now  recovers  slow  and  progressively.  TJie  lively  pains 
which  afflicted  those  limbs  which  were  covered  with  the  ring- 
worms, have  disappeared,  and  he  can  now  pinch  the  skin, 
which  was  before  very  tender,  without  suffering  any  pain. 

The  cure  of  this  patient  will  be  the  more  remarkable,  as 
these  kind  of  dartrous  affections  have  proved  more  obstinate 
to  other  remedies  than  any  known. 

Examined  the  14th  May.  The  dartres  were  found  very 
pale  and  sunk,  without  itchings,  the  lai-ge  dartrous  (plagues) 
ulcerations,  which  covered  the  right  leg  began  to  heal  in  the 
middle,  the  skin  took  on  its  natural  colour  in  these  places, 
only  the  edges  remained  red ; several  of  the  ulcerations  were 
entirely  heiiled,  and  at  the  twenty-sixth  fumigation,  the  scabs 
and  scales  had  fallen  off. 
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Ca^e  22. 

Ambrose  Dandiev,  17  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  witli 

f)sora  from  the  age  of  15.  It  was  confluent  all  over  his 
K)dy.  His  treatment  commenced  on  the  21st  of  April,  and 
after  receiving  eleven  fumigations,  he  went  out  on  the  seventh 
day,  radically  cured.  j 

Case  23. 

N. an  officer  of  the  artillery,  23  years  of  age,  had 

been  afflicted  for  six  months,  with  a miliary  psoric  affection, 
confluent  on  the  thighs,  and  fore  parts  of  the  arms.  He  was 
submitted  to  the  fumigations  on  the  l3th  of  April.  His  cure 
was  perfected  after  the  twentieth  fumigation,  on  the  23d  of 
the  month. 

Case  24. 

Andrew  John  Mellar,  afflicted  with  a psoric  disease,  was 
put  under  this  treatment  on  the  29th  of  April.  He  continu- 
ed in  the  hospital  till  the  2Sth,  and  in  the  nine  days,  they 
had  only  used  twelve  fumigations,  by  reason,  that  he  was  fre- 
quently conflned  to,  his  bed  by  a fever,  with  which  he  was 
afilicted.  The  pimples  had  disappeared,  and  he  seemed 
cured  of  the  eruption,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
to  undergo  a treatment  for  the  fever.  Without  this  incident, 
he  would  have  continued  the  fumigations  longer,  and  been 
more  regularly  treated. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  FOURTH  CLASS.  . 

I 

Case  25. 

Francis  Anthony  Bontell^  45  years  of  age,  had  been  afflict- 
ed for  15  years,  with  a confluent,  or  running  psoric  disease 
of  the  skin.  He  went  out  of  the  hospital  cured,  on  the  2()th 
of  April,  after  five  days  treatment,  having  received  only  seven 
fumigations. 

Case  26. 

Gasper  Vare^  17  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  ever  since 
he  was  5 years  of  age,  with  a psoric  pruriginous  eruption, 
similar  to'the  itch.  He  was  troubled  with  violent  itchings, 
especially  on  change  of  weather. 


39 


of  the  Medical  Jury. 

This  eruption  extended  all  over  the  body,  except  the  hands 
and  feet,  which  it  never  attacked.  It  had  been  uselessly 
treated  by  sulphurous  water-baths,  frictions,  and  many  other 
means.  The  patient  received  the  first  fumigation  on  the 
l5th  of  April.  At  the  ninth,  the  itchings  had  ceased,  and 
the  appetite  and  sleep  returned.  On  the  30th  of  April,  he 
had  used  the  11th  fumigation,  and  although  the  symptoms 
had  disappeared,  yet,  to  give  more  certainty  to  the  cure  of 
an  old  complaint,  they  have  been  continued  to  the  present 
time,  l7th  May.  The  number  amounts  to  thirty. 

Case  27. 

Peter  Lewis  Duhard^  ‘lb  years  of  age,  of  a weak  constitu- 
tion, always  an  invalid,  and  tormented  with  violent  rheuma- 
tic pains,  with  a miliary  psoric  cutaneous  disease,  and  a con- 
siderable number  of  scabs,  and  small  abscesses  on  the  nates, 
Uiighs,  arms,  from  the  wrists  to  the  elbows,  and  confluent  or 
running  on  the  scrotum.  This  complaint  had  existed  for 
six  weeks. 

He  commenced  the  fumigations  on  the  26th  of  April,  and 
followed  them  up,  until  the  26th  of  May,  at  which  time  the 
patient  was  perfectly  cured,  after  thirty  fumigations. 

Examined  14>th  May.  This  patient  then  appeared  per- 
fectly cured  of  the  psoric  affection.  It  was  difficult  to  per- 
ceive any  traces  on  the  skin,  where  the  disease  had  existed, 
except  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  two  nates,  where  the 
scabs  had  not  completely  dried  up  and  fell  off,  notwithstand- 
nig  this,  the  patient  could  readily  sit  or  lie  down,  which  he 
could  not  do  before.  He  was  no  longer  tormented  with 
rheumatic  pains,  the  itchings  had  left  him,  and  his  appetite 
and  sleep  had  returned.  This  was  a case,  in  which  the  psoric 
affection  might  be  regai’ded  as  most  stubborn,  on  this  ac- 
count prolonged  his  stay  in  the  hospital,  and  took  a greater 
number  of  fumigations  for  the  cure  tnan  any  of  the  others. 

Case  28. 

Lewis  Lards,  50  years  of  age,  had  been  for  six  months 
afflicted  with  a miliary  psoric  affection,  over  the  surface  of  the 
body.  He  had  submitted  himself  to,  and  undergone  two 
different  methods  of  treatment,  without  success,  after  this  he 
pre.sented  himself  to  us.  He  commenced  the  use  of  the  fu- 
migations on  the  26th  of  April.  After  using  the  twelfth,  the 
greater  part  of  the  pimples  were  dead,  and  there  remained 
nothing  more  than  a little  scurf,  which  came  off*  with  the  least 
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rubbing.  This  treatment  was  concluded  the  5th  of  Mav, 
and  lie  went  out  of  the  Itospital  cured,  after  receiving  oigfi- 
teen  fumigations. 


Case  29. 

Misselin,  29  years  of  age,  was  afflicted  with  a miliarv 
psoric  affection,  over  the  arms,  from  the  wrists  to  the  elbows, 
tlie  breast,  &c.  He  was  also  affected  with  a ring-worm, , as 
large  as  the  hand,  situated  on  the  sternum.  His  health  was 
feeble  and  delicate.  He  commenced  the  fumigations  on  the 
26th  of  April,  at  the  ninth  the  eruption  had  nearly  dried 
away,  and  those  which  remained,  were  without  itchings. 
This  patient  went  out  of  the  hospital  on  the  6th  of  May,  not 
only  cured  of  the  psoric  affection,  but  also  of  the  ring-worm 
on  his  breast,  no  trace  of  it  being  left,  except  a little  diffe- 
rence in  the  colour  of  the  skin.  He  was  under  the  use  of 
the  fumigations  nine  days. 

Case  30. 

Jean  Lewis  Morel,  of  No.  18.  Guirin  Boissea  street,  26 
years  of  age,  had  been  for  three  weeks  affected  with  a pustu- 
lous psoric  affection  of  the  skin,  attended  with  swellings  of 
the  hands.  He  commenced  the  use  of  the  fumigations  on  the 
26th  of  April.  On  the  2d  of  May  he  was  cured,  having  re- 
ceived twelve. 

Case  31 

Sinion  Leroux,  had  been  long  affected  with  a pustulous 
psoric  affection.  He  was  submitted  to  the  use  of  the  fumi- 
gations on  the  26th  of  April,  at  two  per  day.  He  was  cured 
on  the  2d  of  May,  having  received  12  fumigations. 

Case  32. 

Pelletier,  of  No.  20.  in  the  Italian  Boulevart,  24  years  of 
age,  had  been  afflicted  with  a psoric  affection  for  three 
months,  attended  with  great  itchings,  especially  on  the  shoul- 
ders, under  the  arm  pits  and  loins,  and  suffered  much  from 
want  of  rest.  He  commenced  the  use  of  the  fumigations  on 
the  26th  of  April,  at  the  10th  the  itchings  had  ceased,  the 
pimples  began  to  heal  up,  and  after  using  the  twentieth,  he 
was  completely  cured. 

Case  33. 

Nisslai  was  afflicted  with  a psoric  affection  of  a davtrous 
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nature,  covering  the  whole  surface  of  the  body.  This  was 
perfectly  cured  by  thirteen  fumigations,  used  from  the  2t)th 
of  April  to  the  2d  of  May,  on  which  day  the  patient  went 
out  of  the  hospital. 

Case  34. 

Ledin,  Saint  Victoire  street.  No.  95.  aged  24  years,  had 
been  afflicted  for  six  months,  with  a,  simple  psoric  affection, 
but  although  he  had  undergone  two  different  methods  of 
treatment,  the  eruption  had  but  momentarily  disappeared. 
This  patient  suffered  much  from  the  disagreeable  sensations 
of  the  disorder,  although  the  pimples  were  not  Very  abun- 
dant. This  disease  entirely  disappeared,  after  using  sixteen 
fumigations,  from  the  26th  of  April  to  the  5th  of  May. 

Case  35. 

Manguet  (a  military  officer),  19  years  of  age,  had  been  af- 
flicted with  a psoric  Section  for  three  weeks,  which  by  its 
great  itchings  deprived  him  of  sleep.  The  fumigations  were 
com'Jienced  on  the  26th  of  April,  and  by  the  5th  of  |May, 
having  then  used  sixteen,  he  was  perfectly  cured.  Eight  clear 
days  treatment. 

Case  36. 

Miss  C 19  years  of  age,  had  been  for  eight  days 

affected  with  psora.  She  had  also  had  an  ulcerated  dartre  on 
the  breast  for  about  a year.  So  much  of  the  treatment  as  she 
has  submitted  to,  has  been  remarkable  for  its  success.  At 
the  seventh  fumigation,  the  psora  had  entirely  disappeared, 
the  dartre  put  on  a more  favourable  appearance,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable, but  the  latter  disease  would  also  have  been  cured,  had 
she  consented  to  continue  the  fumigations. 

Case  37. 

Miss  S 24  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  for  some' 

time  with  psora,  accompanied  with  much  itchingSj  and  want 
of  rest,  her  cure  was  as  rapid  as  those  who  formed  the  sub- 
jects of  the  preceding  cases.  After  seven  fumigations,  all 
the  pimples  disappeared,  and  the  itchings  ceased. 

Case  38.  , 

Mans.  M,  36  years  of  age.  Hotel  de  Quatre  Nations,  Ma- 
zarine street,  had  been  afflicted  with  psora  for  a month,  at- 
tended with  great  restlessness  and  want  of  sleep.  He  com- 
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menced  the  use  of  the  fumigations  on  the  2d  of  May,  and  was 
the  first  patient  who  had  used  four  per  day,  the  last  day  he 
only  used  three;  the  success  of  their  application  has  been 
complete,  and  twenty  fumigations  in  the  space  of  six  days, 
have  sufficed  to  destroy  this  psoric  affection,  which  was  of  a 
very  inveterate  kind. 

Case  39.  Tinea  Capitis,  or  Scald-head. 

Francis  Vasseur,  19  years  of  age,  was  afflicted  with  tinea 
capitis,  or  scald-head,  which  caused  all  the  hair  to  fall  off. 
A very  offensive  smell  issued  from  the  scaly  eruptions,  with 
which  the  head  was  covered.  He  had  been  afflicted  with  this 
disease  for  ten  years.  Was  submitted  to  the  use  of  the  fumi- 
gations on  the  28th  of  A pril,  and  was  examined  after  using 
the  fourth,  when  it  was  found  that  the  crusts  were  diminish- 
ed, those  which  remained  were  thin,  dry  and  white,  the  smell 
less  offensive,  the  sleep  and  appetite  which  before  were  much 
deranged,  had  returned,  and  the  general  health  much  im- 
proved. Since  that  time,  the  fumigations  have  been  perse- 
vered in,  the  crusts  are  nearly  all  removed,  the  hair  has  be- 
gan to  grow  all  over  the  head,  and  there  remains  no  more 
suppuration  in  any  part  of  it,  except  a little  on  the  eye-brows. 
The  treatment  of  this  patient  will  be  persevered  in  for  some 
time  to  come. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  FIFTH  CLASS. 

Case  40. 

Ehen  Mi,  a negi-o,  servant  to  Madame  the  Duchess  of 
Montebello,  22  years  of  age,  was  afflicted  with  a recent  pus- 
tulous psoric  alfection,  covering  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body,  the  hands  and  arms  were  considerably  swelled,  attend- 
ed with  deep  fissures  or  gashes  under  the  scabs,  witli  acute 
pains.  This  patient  commenced  the  use  of  the  fumigations 
on  the  1st  of  May.  At  the  second  fumigation  the  itchings 
had  ceased,  but  the  state  of  the  hands  remained  the  same, 
and  he  had  great  difficulty  to  move  his  fingers.  He  was  sub- 
mitted to  an  examination  after  the  twelfth  fumigation,  when 
he  was  found  much  better,  but  tlie  right  .hand  was  swelled 
though  the  motion  of  it  had  returned,  the  left  hand  had  re- 
sumed its  natural  state,  as  did  the  right  two  days  afterwards. 
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Twenty-two  fumigations  had  been  used  from  the  1st  to  the 
l3th  of  May,  and  the  cure  was  complete. 

\ Case  41. 

Madame  C 64  years  of  age,  had  been  much  afflicted 

for  many  years  witli  prurigo,  and  liad  been  also  long  torment- 
ed with  many  vermin,  over  the  body.  Whether  this  was 
owing  to  filth*  or  disease,  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  cer-' 
tainly  she  was  in  a perishing  state  from  the  want  of  rest 
This  inveterate  complaint,  which  appeared  so  unfavourable 
for  a quick  cure,  was  completely  eradicated  by  seven  fumiga- 
tions. I’he  weakness  of  this  patient  did  not  permit  us  to  use 
more  than  one  per  day.  She  continues  radically  cured. 

Case  42. 

N. of  the  Vitre  Gallery,  in  the  Palace  Royal,  I7 

years  of  age,  had  been  for  one  month  afflicted  with  psora.  He 
had  used  five  fumigations  at  one  per  day.  From  the  short- 
ness of  the  treatment,  w'e  were  not  at  the  time  he  discontinu- 
ed them,  able  to  discover  the  solidity  of  the  cure,  but  he  was 
examined  a month  afterwards,  and  no  traces  of  pimples  of 
psora,  or  the  least  signs,  that  he  had  been  afflicted,  or  treated 
for  it,  could  be  discerned. 

Case  43. 

N. of  St.  Augustin’s  Quay,  No.  25.  aged  16  years, 

had  been  afflicted  with  psora  for  three  years  and  a half.  Af- 
ter using  the  fumigations  at  one  per  day,  he  was  quite  cured.. 

Case  44. 

Captain  M.  B of  the  lOSd  regiment  of  the  line,  30 

years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  with  psora  for  a montli.  He 
arrived  from  the  army  of  Paris,  May  the  9th,  I8l3,  with  a 
wish  to  be  cured  quickly,  because  he  expected  instantaneous 
orders ^to  join  the  army  of  the  North.  He  applied  to  Dr. 
*1  artra,  and  wished  to  be  cured  in  three  or  four  days  at  the 
longest  The  Doctor  ordered  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  se- 
veral times  a day.  After  using  fourteen  from  the  lOth  of 
the  month  to  the  1 4th,  viz.  three  the  first  and  last  days,  and 
four  each  of  the  other  two  days,  he  was  perfectly  cured,  and 
found  himself  quite  freed  from  the  rheumatic  pains  and  un- 
uneasiness, which  had  for  a long  time  tormented  him. 
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Case  45. 

Druard,  aged  18  and  a half,  had  been  I'or  six  months  af- 
fected with  a confluent  psora,  attended  with  suppurative 
blotches  on  the  hands.  By  the  treatment  with  frictions  these 
disappeared  for  a time,  but  soon  returned.  He  commenced 
the  use  of  the  fumigations.  May  Gth,  and  discontinued  them 
on  the  13th,  received  2l  fumigations  at  three  per  day,  and 
went  out  of  the  hospital  perfectly  cured. 

Case  46. 

Laumomcr,  of  No.  13.  Canette  street,  3l  years  of  age,  was 
attacked  with  psora,  at  Moscow,  by  sleeping  with  the  Rus- 
sians. He  had  been  afflicted  with  it,  for  three  months,  and 
had  made  use  of  no  other  remedy  than  those  commonly  used 
among  the  military,  such  as  brimstone,  gunpowder,  and  pepper 
mixed  up  with  eggs,  tiie  complaint  was  attended  with  great 
itchings  and  fever  He  commenced  the  use  of  the  vapors  on 
the  Gth  of  May,  and  on  the  l3th  of  the  same  month  he  was 
cured  after  twenty-four  fumigations,  at  three  and  four  per 
day. 

Case  47. 

Joseph  PeUitier,  Phillipeaux  street.  No.  28.  aged  32,  was 
afflicted  with  dartres,  (ring-worms)  in  the  face,  under  the 
nose,  and  on  the  shoulders,  which  were  rough,  scaly,  and  at- 
tended with  itchings.  After  thirty-two  applications  of  the 
fumigation  he  was  examined,  and  found  cured. 

Case  48. 

Ranc,  of  No.  7.  New  St.  Genevieve  street,  38  years  of  age, 
had  been  troubled  with  a dartre  on  the  face  for  8 years,  for 
which  he  had  tried  many  remedies,  and  after  its  apparent 
cure,  it  sooner  or  later  re-appeared.  I'his  patient  has  been 
perfectly  cured  by  the  application  of  the  fumigation  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body,  though  not  to  the  part  itself.  Ten 
fumigations  in  ten  days,  cured  him. 

Case  49. 

M.  N.  48  years  of  age,  had  a crusty  dartre  on  the  chin 
for  two  months.  It  itched  violently.  He  was  cured  of  this 
disease  by  fifteen  fumigations,  applied  over  the  whole  surface 
of  the  bo'dy,  excepting  the  head.  He  was  fifteen  days  under 
cure. 
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of  the  Medical  Jury. 

Case  50. 

John  Peter  Levebre,  of  No.  JOO.  IMouffetard  street,  61 
veai-B  of  ao-e,  was  affected  with  dartres  behind  the  ears.  He 
was  tormented  with  very  troublesome  itchings,  fourteen  fu- 
mio-ations  had  caused  a considerable  amendment,  the  itchings 
haS  diminished,  and  the  datres  put  on  a favourable  aspect. 
The  treatment  which  he  had  commenced  with  so  much  advan- 
tage was  not  terminated  when  this  case  was  written,  but  there 
was  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

Case  51. 

Mons.  M: of  No.  52.  Faubourg,  St.  Dennis,  33  years 

of  age,  was  afflicted  with  a dartrous  eruption  on  the  chin, 
covered  with  a crust,  &c.  He  had  used  a great  variety  of 
. remedies,  both  internally  and  externally,  for  the  cure  of  i^ 
but  without  success.  He  was  treated  with  eight  general,  and 
five  local  fumigations,  each  were  continued  for  half  an  hour, 
and  he  went  out  of  the  hospital  quite  cured. 

Case  52. 

Madame  C of  Great  Chenet  street,  corner  of  Clary 

street,  was  affected  with  dartrous  eruptions  on  the  arms  from 
the  wrist  to  the  elbows.  For  this  she  had  been  frequently 
treated  with  various  remedies,  without  success.  She  received 
not  less  than  seventy  fumigations,  both  general  and  local,  in 
the  space  of  two  months,  when  not  only  had  the  dartrous 
eruptions  disappeared,  but  the  skin  had  recovered  its  colour, 
softness  and  flexibility. 

Case  53. 

M.  M.  35  years  of  age,  had  been  afflicted  with  a psoric  af- 
fection 20  years  ago.  He  considered  he  had  not  been 
cured  of  it,  after  many  troublesome  and  useless  attempts. 
The  weak  constitution  and  nervous  habit  added  to  many 
other  physical  and  moral  causes,  had  engendered  in  this  man 
a stuboorn  hypochondria,  accompanied  with  pains  and  un- 
easinesses attendant  on  nervous  complaints,  but  above  all,  he 
had  great  pain  in  the  hypochondriac  region.  To  the  psoria- 
risis  which  he  had  been  afflicted  with  from  his  youth,  and  a 
supposed  repelling  in  of  the  humours  of  that  disease,  he  attri- 
buted the  bad  state  of  his  health.  He  had  been  the  more 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  various  persons  whom  he  had 
consulted,  as  it  is  a vulgar  opinion  among  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  also  many  physicians,  who  have  not  a precise  know- 
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ledge  of  the  nature  of  the  disease,  that  great  miscliief  arises 
from  repelling  psoric  eruptions,  but  as  there  are  sufficient 
proofs  that  the  true  cause  of  psora  is  merely  the  living  animal- 
cula,  traversing  the  skin,  this  idea  cannot  be  maintained. 

M.  M.  at  length  determined  to  execute  a project,  which  he 
had  long  premeditated,  this  was  to  regain  the  psoric  affection, 
in  order  to  disperse,  according  to  his  opinion,  the  source  of 
all  these  evils.  Accordingly,  he  came  to  Paris  with  this  in- 
tention, and  addressed  himself  to  Mons-  the  Professor  Bour- 
dier,  who  perceiving  his  case  to  be  merely  hypochondria,  and 
that  his  complaint  existed  only  in  the  imagination,  took  care 
not  to  discourage  him  in  the  idea  of  obtaining  a cure  through 
the  medium  of  a fresh  infection  andjaroper  cure  of  it,  and  de- 
sired him  to  wear  the  shirt  of  an  afflicted  patient. 

During  these  transactions,  he  presented  himself  to  Dr. 
Gales,  who  introduced  him  to  the  Medical  Jury,  they  made 
him  wear  two  psoric  shirts,  but  they  did  not  inmet  him  with 
psora.  Dr.  Gales  then  determined  to  transmit  the  complaint 
to  him  artificially,  and  accordingly  took  three  psoric  insects 
from  three  pimples  of  three  difrerent  subjects,  viz.  Sterlin, 

No.  15.  in  these  cases,  Dubard,  26.  and  Madame  S These 

insects  were  placed  in  the  concavities  of  watch-glasses,  and 
applied  on  the  arms,  and  confined  by  bandages.  This  appli- 
cation was  three  times  repeated  at  some  days  distance,  with 
two  or  three  glasses  each  time.  It  was  ten  or  twelve  days 
before  any  effect  was  produced,  the  skin  then  became  red, 
swelled,  and  painful  in  the  parts,  where  the  glasses  had  been 
applied,  followed  by  small  psoric  pimples,  accompanied  with 
a putrid  disagreeable  smell,  few  in  number  at  first,  but  soon 
multiplied  and  extended  over  the  arms,  the  arm-pits,  back, 
hips,  and  thighs,  the  arms  swelled  and  painful,  and  the  left 
hand  inflamed,  the  appetite  and  sleep  were  deranged,  but 
no  fever.  This  man  being  anxious  to  have  this  disease 
afresh,  took  all  possible  pains  to  increase  the  eruptions,  and 
to  keep  them  out  as  long  as  possible,  observing,  he  had  still 
more  pimples  to  come,  and  more  old  humours  to  discharge. 
Such  was  the  state  he  w’as  found  in  on  the  13th  of  May. 
We  did  not  attempt  the  cure  until  he  supposed  all  tlie  old 
humours  were  driven  out*. 


* The  moment  M.  M.  was  convinced  that  he  had  received  the  infec- 
tion anew,  we  remarked  in  him  better  health : it  was  without  doubt,  a 
cure  to  the  imagination,  commencing  with  the  appearance  of  the  new  in- 
fection. To  give  the  eruption  time  to  be  carrie<l  to  the  degree  he  thought 
necessary,  the  patient  made  a journey  to  the  place  of  his  residence.  At 
his  return,  I conducted  him  to  the  house  of  Mons.  Chevalier  the  Doctor 
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Case  54. 

Madame  L 30  years  of  age,  was  affected  with  a great 

number  of  dartres  over  the  legs,  thighs,  arms,  and  bosom. 
For  her  cure,  she  had  tried  a great  number  of  remedies, 
among  these,  the  quintessence  of  Mettemberg.  This  had 
caused  convulsions  without  ameliorating  the  state  of  the  skin. 
She  employed  fumigations  from  the  1st'  of  March  to  the  l3th 
of  May.  Sixty  loc5  and  general  applications  were  used  dur- 
ing that  period.  She  is  infinitely  better  of  the  complaint,  and 
is  now  continuing  their  use,  and  no  doubt  but  a complete 
cure  will  be  effected. 


Case  55. 

Madame  Tilemacque,  22  years  of  age,  caught  a pustulous 
psora,  accompanied  with  suppurative  dartres  on  the  bosom. 
She'was  seven  and  a half  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  Nine 
fumigations  were  employed  in  four  days,  after  this  the  itch- 
ings  had  ceased,  and  the  psoric  eruptions  and  dartres  were 
healed  up. 

Case  56. 

M.  P 2l  years  of  age,  of  a weak,  delicate  constitution, 

two  months  ago  caught  the  infection  of  psora.  Used  thii  teen 
fumigations  in  four  days,  and  was  deemed  cured. 

Case  57. 

M.B . . 22  years  of  age,  had  been  for  six  weeks  infect- 

ed with  a miliary  psora.  Hfteen  fumigations  used  in  five 
days,  completely  cured  him. 

• Case  58. 

Narcissus  Lebrett,  26  years  of  age.  No.  104.  Maria  street, 
had  been  afflicted  for  20  years  with  dartres,  (ring-worms)  on 


and  Professor  Bourdier,  who  first  addressed  him  to  me.  We  explored 
the  pustules  and  the  insects  within  them.  This  was  two  days  after  the 
inclosure  of  the  Report  of  the  Jury,  and  after  the  Council  had  made  their 
Report  thereon ; he  was  then  submitted  to  the  fumigations,  and  in  fifteen 
days  the  cure  was  complete,  but  for  safety  they  were  continued  for  twen- 
ty-two days,  when  the  pustules  were  examined,  and  acknowledged  by 
Mons.  Bourdier,  to  be  quite  healed.  This  patient  tlien  returned  to  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  healthy,  both  in  body  and  mind.  For  some  time  be- 
fore his  departure,  his  health  was  signalized  by  sound  sleep,  good  ap- 
petite and  gaiety,  and  above  all,  by  a complexion,  which  he  never  had  be- 
fore. (Note  by  Dr.  Gales.) 
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the  face,  and  one  on  the  ear.  These  eruptions  succeeded  the 
small-pox,  tliey  itched  considerably.  At  the  eighth  fumiga- 
tion the  discharge  had  ceased,  the  smell  diminished,  and  the 
crusts  were  falling  off.  After  the  lOth,  the  skin  Iwd  recover- 
ed its  natural  suppleness,  the  itchings  no  longer  existed. 
Since  that  time,  that  is  to  say  the  8th  of  May,  the  dartres 
proceed  gradually  towards  a cure.  The  fumigations  have 
been  interrupted  for  eight  days,  but  by  a repetition  of  their 
use,  the  cure  appears  to  be  certain  in  a short  time. 

Concluaed  this  18th  day  of  May,  1813, 

(Signed)  A.  J.  Tartra. 

PiNELL. 

A.  Dubois. 

Bouillon  la  Grange. 
Esparron. 

Examined  and  approved. 

The  Member  of  the  Council, 

(Signed)  Mourgue. 


No.  2. 

TABLE  OF  EXPERIMENTS. 

This  official  document,  occupying  twelve  pages  octavo, 
contains  a summary  view  of  the  preceding  cases,  arranged  un- 
der different  heads,  as  the  Christian  and  sirname  of  each  pa- 
tient, profession,  residence,  age,  place  of  birth,  nature  of  the 
disease,  date  of  commencing,  and  of  discontinuing  the  fumiga- 
tions, length  of  time  under  treatment,  number  of  fumigations 
used,  result,  and  tlie  class  to  which  each  patient  belonged, 
with  concise  remarks  thereon.  Dated  the  l8th  May  1813, 
and  signed, 

PiNELL,  Tartra,  Esparron, 

A.  Durois,  Bouillon  La  Grange, 

, De  la  Porte. 

Examined  and  approved, 

U’he  Member  of  the  Council, 

Mourg  ue. 


As  the  Observ'ations  contained  in  these  Tables,  may  be 
more  fully  collected,  by  referring  to  the  cases  themselves,  1 
have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  {Translator.) 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

SEVERAL  DISEASES 

Treated  and  cured  by  Sulphurous  Fumigation. 

Drawn  up  and  recorded  by  Dr,  Le  ROCHE. 

Treated  under  the  immediate  Inspection  of  M.  Leroux,  Dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine,  <^c.  and  Professor  Halle,  Sfc. 


Case  1.  Confluent  and  Crusty  dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

Peter  L , aged  48  years,  of  a bilious  habit,  and  strong 

constitution,  was  at  the  age  of  35  years  afflicted  with  a syphi- 
litic (venereal)  carbuncle,  for  this  he  had  been  treated  for 
one  year  at  the  Hospital  Les  Veneriens.  He  afterwards  con- 
tracted four  gonorrhoeas,  which  were  cured  by  the  use  of  mer- 
cury. At  the  age  of  4l  he  was  afflicted  with  a confluent  crusty 
dartrous  affection  of  the  skin,  accompanied  with  an  insup- 
portable putrid  smell.  I'he  disease  first  appeared  round  the 
back  of  the  hands,  but  soon  extended  over  the  legs  and 
thighs.  This  disease  was  treated  by  the  liquor  of  Baron  Van 
Swieten,  and  externally  by  a lotion,  composed  of  the  Eau  de 
Mettemberg,  which  arrested  the  progress  of  the  complaint, 
and  caused  it  to  disappear,  but  in  a month  afterwards,  it  re- 
turned as  violent  as  before,  'bhis  compelled  the  patient  to 
enter  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis  on  the  24th  September  1814. 
On  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  he  commenced  the  use  of 
the  fumigations,  at  the  third,  the  itchlngs  were  less  violent, 
and  at  the  eighth,  they  had  entirely  subsided,  the  suppura- 
tions had  diminished,  and  at  the  fourteenth,  the  crusts  of  the 
eruptions  on  the  legs  and  thighs  no  longer  existed  ; the  skin 
I’emained  only  a little  red  and  discoloured,  but  pliant ; the 
hands  were  more  imposthumous.  At  the  twenty-seventli  fu- 
migation the  skin  of  the  thighs  and  legs  had  regained  its  na- 
tural state  and  colour,  the  crusts  on  the  hands  were  not  so 
thick,  they  had  detached  themselves  considerably,  and  there 
only  remained  a few  very  small  disseminated  pimples,  under 
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the  remaining  crusts,  which  the  action  of  the  vapor  upon 
them,  soon  caused  to  dry  up.  At  the  thirty-sixth  fumigation, 
the  skin  of  the  hands  merely  retained  a slight  redness,  but 
were  clean.  At  the  fortieth,  there  remained  no  redness  or 
discolouration ; at  the  fifty-third,  they  had  gained  their  na- 
tural state ; and  at  the  fifty-eighth  the  complaint  was  per- 
fectly cured. 

Case  2. 

John  Charles  M. , 51  years  of  age,  by  profession  a ho- 

sier, of  a sanguine  temperament,  and  weak  constitution,  had 
been  subject  m his  infancy  to  irregular  eruptions  on  the  skin, 
with  small  white  heads,  filled  with  matter  of  the  same  colour. 

At  the  age  of  44,  M was  affected  with  the  licheiroide 

squamlsh  dartrous  disease  on  the  left  leg.  Three  months 
after  its  appearance,  it  had  extended  over  the  whole  body  in 
large  blotches,  of  a whitish  colour,  and  tough  in  substance, 
like  leather.  The  blotches  run  into  each  other.  This  erup- 
tion took  on  the  character  of  a moist  squamish  dartrous  dis- 
ease, discharging  a watery  humour.  The  patient  in  rubbing 
himself,  detached  a kind  of  skin,  like  the  peeling  of  an  onion. 
Six  months  after  tlie  appearance  of  this  disease,  the  patient 
was  treated  with  diet  drinks,  the  extract  of  mild  bitters, 
and  the  decoction  of  herbs,“;  in  fact,  he  was  also  treated 
by  the  administration  of  the  muriate  of  mercury,  and  sublim- 
ea  sulphur;  added  to  this  treatment,  were  the  ordinary  warm 
baths.  These  means  caused  the  dartres  to  disappear,  but 
they  were  replaced  by  general  pains  over  the  whole  body, 
which  were  very  acute  in  the  abdomen  and  thorax.  Six 
months  after  this  the  pains  ceased,  and  the  herpetic  erup- 
tions re-appeared.  Recourse  was  again  had  to  a mercurial 
treatment.  This  was  only  attended  with  a momentary  cure, 
for  the  affection  renewed  itself  in  four  months,  after  discon- 
tinuing the  use  of  it,  and  made  a rapid  progress ; a great 
number  of  blotches  of  a lively  red  colour,  extended  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body,  except  on  the  arms,  back,  and 
breast,  so  that  it  gave  to  tne  lower  extremities  the  appearance 
of  .pantaloons.  . In  these  blotches  were  small  watery  pimples, 
which  after  draining  a little,  rapidly  dried  up,  and  then  soon 
fell  into  chaps,  or  cracks,  attended  with  such  excessive  burn- 
ing heat,  as  to  render  the  patient  unable  to  sleep,  especially 
during  the  night ; in  fact,  his  sufferings  became  intolerable, 
tlie  digestive  organs  were  much  aftected,  and  general  debility 
followed.  It  was  in  this  state,  that  M entered  the 
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Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  on  tlie  loth  of  September,  1814.  He 
was  at  first  rubbed  with  the  cerate  of  sulphur,  and  used  sim- 

f)le  baths,  the  application  of  the  ointment  created  a very  vio- 
ent  irritation  of  the  skin,  particularly  round  the  abdomen 
and  extremities,  the  legs  became  tumefied,  the  putrefaction 
and  pain  became  intense,  and  there  existed  a good  deal  of 
fever.  On  the  15th  of  September,  this  patient  began  the 
use  of  the  fumigations.  After  using  the  second,  the  great 
degree  of  irritation,  which  had  existed  in  the  skin,  and  the 
tumefaction  of  the  legs  diminished ; after  the  third,  he  was 
able  to  get  a little  sleep.  Af  the  fifth,  the  inflammation  of  the 
legs  had  entirely  subsided.  Since  this  epoch,  M con- 

tinued getting  bettei*,  until  the  twenty-fourth  fumigation, 
when  small  suppurative  pimples  shewed  themselves  on  the 
breast  knd  back,  which  disappeared  at  the  forty-third.  Where 
the  dartres  had  been  situated,  the  skin  was  covered  with  very 
small  red  branny  scales,  which  readily  detached  themselves. 
At  length,  the  patient  went  out  of  the  hospital,  perfectly  cur- 
ed, after  the  fifty-eighth  fumigation. 

Case  3.  Crusty  Dartres. 

John  Francis  D , a toyman,  aged  27  years,  of  a bilious 

habit,  whose  father  had  been  afilicted  with  dartre  on  the  up- 
per lip,  contracted  the  itch  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  he  was  in- 
completely cured  of  this,  and  since  tliat  time,  the  disease  had 
many  times  re-appeared.  In  the  spring  of  1S13,  a spreading 
dartre  shewed  itself  on  the  cheek,  which  increased  in  size, 
considerably,  during  the  summer,  and  extended  itself  over 
the  face.  At  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  it  changed  its  cha- 
racter, becoming  crusty,  and  had  formed  in  broad  blotches, 
'f'he  skin  was  pliable,  and  red  in  some  places,  and  excoriated 
in  others  ; these  excoriations  soon  became  covered  with  scales, 
and  then  fell  off*.  The  eruptions  discharged  a ’glue-like  vis- 
cid bright  matter.  This  patient  had  been  recommended  to 
try  the  syrup  d’  antirachitsque,  but  its  effects  were  only  to 
render  the  herpetic  eruption  greater,  which  at  length  extend- 
ed itself  over  the  thighs,  and  afterwards  over  every  part  of 
the  body.  The  itchmgs  were  so  intense,  that  the  patient  lost 
all  ability  to  sleep,  and  passed  his  restless  nights,  in  tearing 
and  ruboing  his  skin  with  such  fury,  that  he  was  covered  with 
bloody  humours,  which  discoloured  his  linen.  He  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  l8th  of  July 
18l4,  and  repeatedly  put  into  the  sulphurous  water-bath, 
without  experiencing  any  favourable  result.  On  the  l3th  of 
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September,  same  year,  he  commenced  the  use  of  the  fumiga- 
tions ; after  the  second,  the  itchings  were  diminished  and  the 
sleep  returned.  At  the  eightli,  the  crusts  began  to  separate 
and  fall  off.  At  the  fourteenth,  the  blotches  were  dried  up. 
At  the  fifteenth,  small  pimples  had  formed  themselves  m 
several  parts  of  the  body,  of  a white  colour,  filled  with 
matter.  I'his  eruption  was  accompanied  with  an  aguish  fit 
of  short  duration.  At  the  twenty-eighth  fumigation,  these 
pimples  were  dried  up,  but  the  dartres  had  again  taken  on  a 
squamish  moist  character,  the  skin  v'as  extremely  red,  the 
eruption  very  offensive  to  the  smell,  and  the  blotches  chap’d. 
The  smell  was  not  however  more  otfensive  than  is  usual- 
ly observed  in  this  kind  of  dartre.  This  case  proved  ex- 
tremely stubliorn.  Two  hundred  fumigations  were  necessary 
to  complete  the  cure.  The  patient  is  now  very  well,  no  her- 
petic eruptions  have  yet  re-appeared.  All  the  fum  tions  of 
the  body  are  ]3crfectly  restored,  and  behaving  continued  well 
for  a great  length  of  time,  induces  us  to  believe,  that  he  has 
nothing  to  fear  in  future. 

Case  4.  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  left  Leg,  which  cflerwards 
extended  over  the  whole  Body. 

Peter  N. born  at  Havre,  49  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine 

temperament,  and  strong  constitution,  30  years  ago  con- 
tracted a syphilitic  (venereal)  complaint,  for  this  he  under- 
went the  usual  means  of  cure.  Ever  since  he  was  32  years 
of  age,  he  had  been  afflicted  with  a confluent,  crusty,  dar- 
trous affection  on  the  left  leg,  which  at  length  extended  over 
every  part  of  the  body ; these  were  accompanied  with  strong 
itchings,  so  much  so,  as  to  disturb  the  patient’s  sleep.  He 
entered  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  and  was  submitted  to  the 
fumigations  on  the  2lst  of  September,  18,l4.  After  the  se- 
cond, the  itchings  diminished,  and  the  sleep  returned.  Af- 
ter the  eighth,  the  complaint  was  considerably  better,  especi- 
ally on  the  arms  and  back.  There  was  a sensible  amehora- 
tion  of  those  on  the  lower  extremities.  At  tlie  eleventh  and 
twelfth  fumigations,  the  leg  had  resumed  its  natural  state, 
and  at  the  fifteenth,  the  crusts  had  all  fallen  off.  At  the 
twenty-second,  they  began  to  detach  themselves,  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  there  remaining  only  little  red  blotches, 
which  dischargee!  a serous  humour,  and  in  drying  up  pro- 
duced little  squamish  scales.  This  discharge  soon  ceased. 
At  the  thirtieth  fumigation  there  remained  only  a tenderness 
and  discolouration  of  the  skin,  which  detached  itself  in  branny 
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scales.  At  the  fortieth  fumigation,  the  skin  had  regained  a 
sound  and  natural  state,  and  tlie  patient  was  discharged  com- 
pletely cured. 

Case  5.  Running  Crusty  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

B , 16'  years  of  age,  of  healthy  parents,  of  a bilious  and 

nervous  habit  of  body,  and  weak  constitution,  had  enjoyed 
perfect  healtli  until  he  was  123  yeai's  of  age,  when  he  contracted 
a virulent  gonorrhoea,  for  which  he  had  undergone  the  usual 
means  of  cure.  He  afterwards  contracted  two  other  venereal 
infections ; they  were  treated  witli  mercury,  and  the  patient 
had  used  it  with  perseverance.  From  that  time,  his  general 
health  became  unsteady,  and  his  mind  passionate,  so  that 
when  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  60,  he  would  break  out  in 
tlie  most  violent  rage,  his  body  became  covered  with  a squani- 
ish  eruption,  which  six  months  afterwards  took  on  the  cha- 
racter of  running  and  crusty  dartrous  disease.  The  penis 
was  glued  to  the  scrotum,  by  a clammy  matter,  the  complaint 
being  more  abundant  in  those  parts  than  in  others.  Many 
purulent  and  posthumous  ulcers,  and  swellings,  existed  in  the 
superior,  and  inferior  extremities,  surrounded  by  a large  red 
ridge,  but  without  any  other  inflammatory  appearances; 
neither  did  the  patient  feel  any  pain  from  these  suppurations. 
He  had  in  vain  tried  a bath,  impregnated  with  sulphur  of 
potash,  decoction  of  plants,  and  antiscorbutic  syrup. 

These  herpetic  eruptions  appeared  to  have  taken  a deep 
root,  and  were  united,  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  body  with  a ge- 
neral eruption,  the  putrid  smell  from  them  was  insupportame, 

and  the  patient  was  a stranger  to  sleep.  In  this  state  B 

was  admitted  on  the  loth  September,  I8l4,  into  the  Hospital 
of  St.  Louis,  and  placed  under  a course  of  fumigations  ; after 
the  fourth,  the  itchlngs  were  diminished,  and  the  sleep  return- 
ed. Some  of  the  swellings  were  opened  with  a lancet,  in  order 
to  discharge  the  matter.  At  the  eighteenth,  theitchings  were 
totally  removed,  and  the  complaint  much  amended.  At  the 
forty-second  fumigation,  the  eruption  had  entirely  disappear- 
ed, the  skin  only  rcmmning  of  a copper  colour,  which  tusap- 
peared  after  eight  more  fumigations,  and  the  patient  has  con- 
tinued well  ever  since. 


Case  6.  Dartrous  Disease  of  the  Skin. 

Louis  Francis  Marie  F. , 27  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine 

habit  of  body,  and  strong  constitution,  had  been  afflicted  in  his 
infancy  with  a chronic  opthalinia,  which  was  followed  by  her- 
petic eruptions  on  the  skin.  By  the  application  of  a lotion. 
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composed  of  the  vegeto  mineral  w^ter,  he  was  cured  of  the 
opthalmia,  but  it  increased  the  eruption.  This  complaint, 
soon  extended  itself  over  the  arms,  palms  of  the  hancTs,  the 
trunk,  and  lower  extremities.  He  remained  in  this  state  for 
many  years,  tvithout  employing  any  curative  means,  till  at 
length  he  was  advised  to  try  the  effects  of  simple  luke-warm 
baths  and  friction,  with  sulphur  ointment.  By  these  means, 
the  eruption  disappeared,  but  in  about  a year  afterwards  it 

returned  as  violent  as  ever.  F entereci  the  Hospital  of 

St.  Louis,  in  September,  1814.  The  complaint  had  then 
extended  over  every  part  of  the  body,  but  less  so  on  the  ab- 
domen, than  any  other.  They  were  formed  in  circles,  more 
or  less  regular,  covered  with  light  yellow  scales,  which  occa- 
sionally dried  \ip  and  fell  off,  and  were  replaced  by  others  of 
the  same  kind ; the  skin  was  red,  and  in  various  places  cover- 
ed with  white  scales,  and  a considerable  degree  of  Itching  at- 
tended the  complaint,  but  did  not  deprive  the  patient  of 
sleep. 

He  was  submitted  to  the  fumigations,  but  the  disease  was 
so  obstinate,  that  at  first  it  resisted  this  treatment,  and  it  was 
not  till  after  the  twenty-third  application,  that  a favourable 
change  was  perceived.  After  the  seventy-fourth,  this  patient 
went  out  of  the  hospital  perfectly  cured. 

Case  7.  Spreading  wax-like,  Darlrous  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

Francis  Victor  D.. by  trade  a joiner,  i>3  years  of  age,  of 

a sanguine  habit  of  body,  and  good  constitution,  enjoyed 
good  health  till  he  w'as  13  years  old,  when  his  skin  bec^e 
affected  with  a kind  of  spreading  wax-like  crusty  eruption, 
over  every  part  of  the  body,  particularly  on  the  arms  and 
back.  This  patient  had  used  bitter  drinks,  and  simple  baths, 
without  any  advantage  towards  a cure.  I'wo  years  after  un- 
dergoing this  treatment,  he  caught  the  itch,  by  sleeping  with 
his  brother.  1 his  was  cured  by  the  application  of  the  yel- 
low ointment,  and  soft  water-baths,  but  the  herpetic  affection 
remained  unaltered. 

He  was  admitted  into  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  September 
7th,  1814.  By  the  time  he  had  used  twenty  fumigations, 
there  remained  ctnly  red  marks  in  the  skin,  instead  of  the  her- 
petic blotches.  After  the  thirty-eighth  fumigation,  he  went 
out  of  the  hospital  cured. 

Case  8.  Crusty  and  moist  Dartrous  Disease. 

Francis  J a lemon  boy,  15  years  of  age,  of  a scro- 
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phulous  habit  of  body,  had  been  affected  ever  since  an  in- 
fant, with  a spreading  crusty  and  moist  dartrous  affection  of 
the  skin,  appearing  sometimes  in  one  part,  and  then  in 
anotlier.  In  August,  I8l4,  this  complaint  extended  from 
the  face  to  the  hands,  and  appeared  in  the  calf  of  one  leg. 
He  entered  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  20th  September,  1814, 
and  began  the  fumigations.  After  using  the  eighth,  the 
crusts  fell  off,  and  the  suppurations  of  the  eruption  dried  up, 
except  in  the  face.  At  the  twelfth,  the  skin  of  the  hands 
and  legs  became  entirely  clean,  but  there  appeared  in  the 
face,  a number  of  pimples,  as  large  as  small  peas,  he  was 
feverish,  and  his  general  health  much  affected,  his  face  was 
red  and  swelled,  and  the  herpetic  eruption  continued  obsti- 
nate, his  urine  thick  with  a sediment.  Diluting  drinks  were 
administered,  and  the  fumigations  continued,  the  inflamma- 
tory symptoms  subsided  after  the  fourteenth  fumigation,  and 
perspiration  became  more  copious  than  formerly,  the  vapors 
were  continued,  and  he  went  out  of  the  hospital  cured,  after 
the  thirty-sixth  application. 

Case  9.  A Dartrous  Disease  of  the  Skin,  of  a squamish  and 

moist  Character. 

. . . . .,'23  years  of  age,  born  at  Versailles,  of  a sanguine 
habit  of  body,  of  healthy  parents,  was,  at  the  age  of  21,  af- 
fected with  a crusty  dartrous  disease  of  the  skin,  which  first 
appeared  on  the  legs,  then  on  the  arms,  and  at  length  ex- 
tended itself  over  the  whole  body.  I’his  patient  had  been 
under  the  care  of  many  physicians,  who  had  advised  various 
methods  of  cure,  but  wtliout  success.  Having  heard  the  fu- 
migation much  spoken  of,  he  determined  to  enter  the  Hos- 
pital of  St.  Louis,  which  he  did  24th  October,  1814,  and  sub- 
mitted ^to  their  use.  At  this  epoch,  the  eruption  appeared 
moist  and  squamish.  It  completely  covered  every  part  of  the 
body,  except  the  soles  of  the  feet,  the  palms  of  the  hands, 
and  the  face.  One,  and  sometimes  two  fumigations  were  em- 
ployed daily.  After  the  sixteenth  fumigation,  he  was  attack- 
ed with  the  jaundice,  so  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  sus- 
pend their  use,  in  order  to  combat  that  disease.  This  being 
cured  by  the  ordinary  means,  he  was  again  placed  under  the 
use  of  the  fumigations,  and  after  continuing  them  to  seventv- 
fiye,  although  his  disorder  was  considerably  amended,  yet, 
his  impatience  became  so  great,  at  not  being  entirely  cured, 

^ returned  to  the  use  of  the  sulphurous  water-baths, 
which  he  had  before  tried  for  a month,  without  any  benefit. 
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He  again  returned  to  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  and  their 
numl^r  was  carried  to  one  hundred  and  three,  when  he  went 
out  of  the  hospital,  perfectly  cured,  viz.  in  the  month  of 
March,  1816,  since  tnis  time,  till  now,  October,  in  the  same 
year,  he  has  enjoyed  good  health,  and  not  a single  pimple 
has  re-appeared. 

Case  10.  Crusty,  moist,  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

Claude  Q , 18  years  of  ^e,  of  a scrophulous  consti- 

tution, whose  mother  had  been  afflicted  with  this  disease,  was 
attacked,  after  an  obstructed  perspiration,  with  an  eruption  of 
small  pimples  on  the  thighs,  which  soon  disappeared  by  the 
use  or  simple  means,  shortly  afterwards,  however,  moist  crus- 
ty dartres  appeared  on  the  hands,  particularly  on  the  left ; 
tnese  were  treated  with  alterative  medicines,  but  from  which 
he  received  no  benefit. 

Q entered  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  the  !27th  Sep- 

tember, 1814.  On  the  28th,  he  began  the  use  of  the  fumi- 
gations. After  the  third,  the  crusts  fell  off,  and  after  using 
the  eighth,  the  complaint  was  quite  cured,  the  parts  where 
the  crusts  had  been  situated,  merely  remaining  red  and  ten- 
der. This  state  of  the  skin  continued  until  the  twenty-fourth 
fumigation,  and  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured,  after  using 
the  thirtieth. 

Case  11.  Crusty  running  Dartrcms  Disease  (ff  the  Head. 

Stanislaus  D , 16  one  half  years  of  age,  of  a scro- 

phulous, weak  constitution,  whose  mother  had  been  affected 
with  dartres,  was  subject  from  his  infancy  to  a moist  and 
crusty  dartrous  affection,  which  had  extended  itself  over  the 
whole  body;  this  at  length,  in  part,  disappeared,  and  fixed 
itself  principally  on  the  head.  7'his  patient  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital  a I’Enfant  Jesus,  as  a patient,  under 
M.  Jadelot,  Physician  to  that  Establishment. 

After  undergoing  a treatment  for  five  months,  he  was  dis- 
charged, from  that  hospital,  uncured.  He  was  admitted  into 
tlie  Hospital  of  St.  Louis  on  tlie  16th  of  May,  I8l4,  and  the 
ordinary  means  of  cure  were  first  tried,  such  as  the  w^arm- 
bath,  the  internal  use  of  sulphur,  sulphurous  baths,  &c.  but 
without  effect. 

On  tlie  loth  of  August,  he  commenced  the  use  of  the  fu- 
migations ; after  the  twelfth  applicaiion,  the  complaint  dis- 
appeared in  many  parts  ; notwithstanding,  it  still  continued 
in  the  left  arm,  on  the  hands,  and  on  the  legs,  the  moisture 
of  the  blotches  continued  till  after  using  the  twentieth,  after 
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this  they  dried  up,  and  peeled  off,  and  the  slun  lost  its  intense 
red  colour.  The  fumigations  were  carried  to  forty  in  number, 
and  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

• Case  12.  Ulcerated  and  Scorbutic,  red  striped  DartrouS 
Affection  of  the  Skin. 

S , 26  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine  bilious  habit  of 

body,  and  of  a very  robust  constitution,  exercising  the  avoca- 
tions of  a porter,  had  been  for  10  years  affected  with  numer- 
ous red  striped  dartres,  and  several  ulcers  on  the  left  leg,  of 
a scorbutic  nature.  He  had  in  vain  sought  a cure  in  many 
hospitals  in  Paris.  Admitted  into  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis, 

the  17th  September,  1814.  S presented  himself  in 

the  following  state  : — Face  of  a greenish  livid  hue,  calves  of 
the  legs  tumified,  loss  of  appetite,  inability  to  sleep,  a general 
lassitude  over  the  whole  hody,  and  aversion  to  exercise,  low- 
ness of  spirits,  grief,  the  left  leg  swelled  to  double  its  natural 
size,  in  some  parts  of  it,  the  skin  was  hard,  in  others  af- 
fected with  small  pustules,  which  discharged  a kind  of  serous 
humor,  corroding,  from  its  acrimonious  quality,  the  surround- 
ing parts;  there  were  also  three  large  ulcers  in  this  leg,  of 
considei-able  depth  ; these  discharged  a foetid  yellow  red  mat- 
ter; the- patient  had  lately  become  deaf,  and  suffered  great 
pain  in  all  his  limbs. 

This  patient  was  put  on  a strengthening  regimen,  with  the 
use  of  bitters,  and  the  fumigations.  After  the  sixteenth  fu- 
migation, the  ulcers  were  considerably  healed,  the  suppura- 
tions much  diminished,  and  the  discharge  from  the  pus- 
tules was  no  longer  corrosive,  and  the  leg  began  to  resume  its 
natural  size.  Cataplasms  were  applied  to  the  wounds  to  alle- 
viate the  pains.  By  the  eighteenth  fumigation,  the  leg  was 
reduced  to  its  natural  size,  but  still  preserved  its  violent  high 
colour,  the  pustules  had  disappeared,  and  a new  skin  had  be- 
gan to  cover  these  parts.  At  the  twenty-sixth  fumigation, 
there  only  existed  the  ulcer  at  the  interior  of  the  calf  of  the 
leg,  the  skin  of  the  leg  had  become  shrivelled,  and  peeled  off” 
in  dry  scales,  and  the  new  skin  had  resumed  its  natural  colour. 
At  the  fifty-second  fumigation,  the  patient  was  perfectly  cur- 
ed, and  the  ulcers  have  not  since  returned,  although  this  man 
takes  violent  exercise,  and  carries  very  heavy  loads. 

It  is  a remark,  worthy  to  be  made,  that  at  the  moment  of 
an  advantageous  change  taking  place  in  the  state  of  the  leg, 
there  appeared  a general  improvement  in  the  functions  of  the 
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body,  and  digestive  organs.  This  patient  was  quite  restored 
t<j  his  natural  healtli. 

Case  13.  Rheumatic  Gout. 

John  the  Baptist  P , a hackney-coachman,  36  years 

of  age,  of  a bilious  habit  of  body,  contracted  in  the  beginning 
of  August,  1814,  a virulent  gonorrhoea,  which  suddenly  sup- 
pressed the  use  of  his  nerves  : this  was  immediately  followed 
by  violent  tearing  pains  in  the  lower  extremities.  These 
were  most  violent  in  the  feet,  which  were  very  much  inflam- 
ed, and  swelled,  as  high  as  the  calves  of  the  legs.  The  pains 
extended  to  the  neim,  and  shoulder  joints,  and  were  al- 
ways more  intense  in  the  evening  than  in  the  day.  They 
were  constantly  accompanied  at  the  same  epoch,  with  an 
aguish  motion  of  the  body.  He  was  admitted  an  out-pa- 
tient (jf  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  and  put  under  a course 
of  fumigatiojlS  on  the  loth  of  August,  1814.  After  the 
use  of  the  twelfth,  the  pains  of  the  neck  and  shoulders 
had  ceased,  but  those  in  the  feet  had  increased.  By  the  se- 
venteenth fumigation,  these  pains  were  considerably  dimi- 
nished, and  they  continued  to  decrease  from  that  time.  Af- 
ter the  hundredth,  which  was  the  last,  the  pains  were  entirely 
removed.  This  patient  was  at  first  conducted  to  St.  Louis  in 
a coach,  afterwards  he  came  on  horseback,  and  lastly  on  foot, 
the  discharge  from  the  gonorrhoea  began  to  disappear  at  the 
eighth  fumigation.  An  anti-venerem  treatment  has  been 
made  use  of,  and  the  cure  has  been  perfect.  The  health  of 
tills  patient  is  now  in  a very  flourishing  state. 

Case  14.  A scrophulous  Szcelling  the  right  Knee,  and 
Prurigo  over  the  whole  Body. 

L.  P.  M.,  born  at  Chaumont,  Department  L’Oise,  30  years 
of  age,  a guard  of  Honour  in  the  first  regiment,  of  a scro- 
phul  lous  constitution,  was  attacked  in  February,  I8l4,  ivith 
a typhus  fever.  After  his  recovery,  indolent  tumours  ap- 
peared on  the  thighs,  and  right  leg.  An  opening  had  been 
riiade  into  these  swellings,  by  means  of  blisters,  and  a consi- 
derable discharge  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  when  they  were 
suffered  to  hem,  and  scars  only  remained  for  a considera- 
ble time  after  the  cure.  A prurigo  next  developed  itself 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  followed  by  a scrophulous 
swelling  on  the  outer  side  of  the  right  knee,  of  the  size  of  a 
hen’s  egg,  wdiich  prevented  the  patient  moving  the  limb ; 
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this  swelling  continued  to  increase  in  size,  and  all  motion  of 
the  joint  became  absolutely  suspended. 

I’his  patient,  entered  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  the  loth  of 
June,  1814,  and  was  immediately  placed  under  a course  of 
fumigations.  At  the  fourth,  the  itchings  were  ^eatly  di- 
minl^ed,  and  the  patient  able  to  move  the  joint  a little.  At 
the  eighth  fumigation,  he  quitted  the  use  of  one  crutch, 
and  at  the  fifteenth,  he  left  off  using  the  other.  At  the 
twenty-third,  the  swelling  had  disappeared,  and  after  the. 
thirtieth,  he  quitted  the  hospital,  perfectly  cured,  and  pursu- 
ed his  ordinary  avocations,  -without  any  detriment  in  the  mo- 
tion of  the  leg. 

Case  15.  Glandular  Enlargement  of  the  Breast. 

Madame  D , in  consequence  of  a blow  she  had  re- 

ceived on  the  left  breast,  had  a large  swelling  form  in  the 
mamillary  glands  of  that  part.  By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Leroux, 
this  lady  made  use  of  the  fumigations,  and  during  the  time 
she  was  in  the  apparatus,  a column  of  vapour  was  directed, 
by  means  of  a conductor,  to  the  affected  breast.  The  swell- 
ing was  very  soon  resolved,  and  these  means  prevented  the 
use  of  a painful  operation,  which  Madame  D had  be- 

fore been  obliged  to  submit  to,  in  order  to  shun  great  danger. 

Case  16.  Hemiphlegia  of  the  right  Side. 

Paul  M.  D , 19  years  of  age,  of  a scrophulous  ha- 

bit, became  afflicted  in  June,  1814,  with  the  loss  of  motion  of 
the  right  side,  more  particularly  upwards  towards  the  head : 
they  administered  three  emetics,  and  bled  him  twice  at  the 
arm  ; these  means  alleviated  the  pains  in  the  head,  but  he  be- 
came convulsive,  which  continued,  more  or  less,  for  eight  days, 
and  when  they  left  him,  he  found  a complete  loss  of  motion 
of  the  right  side,  his  speech  was  suspended,  and  his  urine 
involuntary.  Valerian,  musk,  and  oxide  of  zinc,  were  ad- 
ministered internally ; and  externally,  aromatic  wine  baths. 
Blisters  were  applied  on  the.  right  arm,  and  Burgundy  pitch 
plaisters  on  the  side,  but  without  success.  On  the  21  st  Sep- 
tember, I8l4,  he  was  submitted,  at  the  Hotel  of  Jabach,  to 
the  use  of  the  fumigations.  After  using  the  third,  he  was 
enabled  to  use  his  arm  and  leg  a little,  and  also  his  tongue. 
At  the  ninth  fumigation,  the  use  of  the  limbs  had  increased 
considerably,  and  at  the  fifteenth,  he  was  able  to  help  him- 
self, and  could  speak.  At  the  twentieth,  he  walked  and  dress- 
ed himself  alone,  his  stomach  was  out  of  order,  and  an  emetic 


6:0 


OhserDations  on  several  Diseases 


nnd  cathartic,  were  prescribed  liim.  At  the  twenty-fourth 
fumitration,  tlie  patient  was  quite  cured,  and  has  not  since 
found  any  return,  or  any  inconvenience  in  using  his  limbs. 

Case  17.  Palsy  in  the  Arm,  with  a general  Loss  Strength 

and  Power. 

Madame  de  S , of  a neiwous  liabit,  and  delicate  con- 

stitution, in  consequence  of  having  two  months  before  had 
a bilious  fevei',  which  was  accompanied  with  very  serious 
nervous  symptoms,  experienced  a complete  loss  of  lone  of  the 

whole  system  ; in  short,  Madame  de  S was  reduced  to  a 

skeleton,  attended  with  extreme  weakness,  the  skin  wa.s  be- 
come of  a blueish  or  decayed  hue,  the  stomach  did  not  digest 
an^  food  ; even  the  gravy  of  a cutlet  occasioned  troublesome 
effects  to  the  patient,  ana  the  stomach  was  too  weak  to  digest 
it.  The  left  arm  had  become  paralytic,  the  patient  was  un- 
able to  move  that  limb,  and  when  lifted  up,  it  fell  like  a dead 
mass,  which  had  detached  itself  from  the  rest  of  the  body. 

Dr.  Halle  was  called  upon,  to  meet  in  consultation  Dr. 
Gaslelier,  Physician  in  ordinary  to  this  lady : he  advised  the 
fumigation,  and  the  j)atient  was  accordingly  conducted  in  a 
coach,  and  carried  into  tlie  apparatus.  The  first  fumigation 
Avas  used  for  a very  short  duration,  but  notwithstanding  it 
Avas  the  first  time,  she  found  herself  much  better.  The  sto- 
mach recovered  a little  energy,  and  she  Avas  able  to  digest  a 
little  light  food,  the  strength  AA-^as  augmented,  and  she  could 
mo\e  the  arm  in  a slight  degree.  Madame  de  S , en- 

couraged by  so  quick  a prospect  of  success,  continued  the  fu- 
migations, until  they  Avere  carried  to  fourteen  in  number,  her 
hemth  Avas  then  perfected,  all  the  poAvers  had  regained  their 
natural  activity,  her  colour  returned,  she  had  recovered  her 
flesh  considerably,  and  could  digest  the  food  Avhich  she  had 
been  accustomed  to  take  before  her  illness,  and  the  use  of  the 
feeble  arm  Avas  perfectly  restored. 

This  patient  Avas  seen  by  Mons.  the  Drs.  Leroux,  and 
Chaussicr. 

Case  18,  Dartres  Circinees,  extending  over  the  whole  Body. 

Jacquemini  by  name  (cited  in  the  Case  No.  21.  under  the 
observation  of  the  Medical  Jury),  was  treated  with  the  fumi- 
gation for  dartres  circinees,  diffused  over  every  part  pf  the 
body,  and  was  visited  many  times  Iw  Mons.  the  Drs.  Leroux, 
Percy,  and  Richerand,  Members  of  the  commission,  charged 
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in  IRIT  bv  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  to  examine 

deteiine  respecting  the  efficacy  of  divers  means  p-o- 
Dosed  for  the  treatment  of  cutaneous  affections  1 hey  con- 
^ced  themselves  that  the  skin  v/as  then  in  a perfect  heathy 
state  This  individual  was  also  submitted  some  months  at- 
terwards,  to  the  examination  of  Mons.  Drs.  Leroux,  and  Pro- 
fessor Halle,  and  of  many  other  physicians,  who  equaJiy 
substantiated  the  fact,  and  that  he  had  enjoyed  perfect 
health  since  his  cure  had  been  completed. 

Concluded  at  the  18th  Case.  * 

(Signed)  Leroux 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

SEVERAL  CASES 

OF 

Dartrous  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  cured  by  the  Fumigation. 
Collected  by  Dr.  GALES. 


Case  1.  A Scaly,  Crusty,  Suppurative,  Dartrous,  Disease 

of  the  Skin. 

Madame  L , residing  in  Marcais  street,  L’Osselle, 

Paris,  aged  68,  of  a bilious  temperament,  but  good  constitu- 
tion, had  been  for  a considerable  time  afflicted  with  a scaly, 
crusty,  suppurative,  dartrous  disease,  situated  on  the  head, 
all  over  the  face,  and  more  particularly  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  thorax,  accompanied  with  severe  pruriginous  pains,  which 
deprived  the  patient  of  sleep,  the  functions  of  digestion  were 
destroyed,  the  body  emaciated,  with  much  debility.  This 
herpetic  disease,  progressively  increased,  notwithstanding  the 
vanous  remedies  used  by  Messrs,  the  Drs.  Asselin  and  An- 
dry,  to  remove  it. 

Madame  L then  consulted  the  Professor  Dubois, 

M.D.,  who  being  convinced  that  nothing  more  could  be  done 
by  the  ordinary  means  for  the  cure  of  this  disease,  ordered 
the  use  of  the  fumigations. 

After  they  had  been  employed  for  two  months,  they  stay- 
ed the  further  progress  of  the  disease,  without  shewing  any 
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symptoms  of  recovery,  but  at  the  end  of  the  third  month 
there  was  an  alteration  for  the  better. 

Madame  L , began  to  take  courage,  being  animated 

with  the  observations  she  had  made  of  the  recovery  of  other 

patients,  particularly  that  of  Madame  M , who  makes 

the  subject  of  the  third  of  these  Cases,  At  the  end  of  the 
fourth  month,  the  amelioration  was  more  conspicuous,  the 
suppurations  were  less  abundant,  the  crusts  not  so  thick,  the 
itcmngs  more  diminished,  and  the  patient  could  enjoy  good 
sleep,  the  appetite  and  strength  were  also  improved.  Dur- 
ing the  fifth  month  of  using  the  fumigations,  the  progress  to- 
wards a cure  was  rapid,  the  suppurations  dried  up,  the  itch- 
ings  completely  ceased,  and  the  crusts  fell  off.  At  the  end  of 
the  sixth  month  the  cure  was  complete,  not  only  all  vestiges 
of  the  disease,  but  the  red  marks  where  the  affection  had  been 
situated,  disappeared  during  this  month.  No  eruptions  what- 
ever have  since  appeared.  M adame  L used  in  all 

one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  fumigations. 

Case  2.  Dry,  Scaly,  Dartrous  Cutaneous  Affection. 

Mons.  John  Lewis  L , 45  years  of  age,  of  a bilious 

temperament,  and  strong  constitution,  2d  lieutenant  of  the 
first  regiment  of  Light  Infantry,  had  been  afflicted  for  ten 
years,  Avith  a dartrous  complaint,  which  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  his  retiring  from  the  military  service. 

This  herpetic  affection  was  characterised  by  red  vivid 
blotches,  which  extended  over  the  whole  body,  covered  with 
very  small  pustules,  adhering  closely  the  one  to  the  other. 
They  were  unaccompanied  with  any  moisture,  and  itched 
intolerably  the  moment  the  patient  became  warm  in  bed. 
The  internal  functions  were  undisturbed,  his  appetite  and 
digestion  good,  and  he  could  sleep  well  after  the  first  hour  he 
went  to  bed. 

'J’his  patient  was  submitted  to  the  fumigation,  August  9th 
1814.  The  eight  first  times,  without  any  advantage.  Af- 
ter the  tenth,  the  scales  began  to  detach  themselves  with  ease, 
and  the  itchings  ceased.  This  state  of  amelioration  remain- 
ed stationary  till  the  ninetieth  fumigation,  when  the  desqua- 
mation of  the  skin  began  to  be  more  abundant,  and  all  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a fair  way.  The  fumigations  were  continued 
to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  axty.  The  dartrous 
parts  peeled  off,  and  the  cure  was  complete.  This  patient 
has  been  repeatedly  examined  by  Drs.  Lioroux  and  Halle, 
who  have  substantiated  the  good  state  of  his  health. 
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Case  8.  Hereditary  Humid,  S^uamish,  Dartrous  Cutaneous 

Disease. 

Madame  M , residing  at  Menll  Amilet,  near  Dam- 

martin,  3l  years  of  age,  of  a scrophulous  nervous  tempera- 
ment, and  feeble  constitution,  born  of  a mother  who  was  af- 
flicted with  a dartrous  disease,  and  has  lost  one  sister  of  a 
cachectic  constitution. 

From  her  most  tender  infancy,  Madame  M has 

been  tormented  with  a viscous  dartrous  disease. 

This  had  at  divers  times  flown  to  various  parts  of  the 
body,  and  at  length  to  both  ears,  the  head,  and  had  di- 
rected itself  over  ml  the  vertebrae  of  the  spine,  the  buttocks, 
the  abdomen,  and  the  external  parts  of  the  organs  of  genera- 
tion, and  the  breasts ; these  eruptions,  except  on  the  ears, 
where  they  were  crusty,  were  of  a humid  nature.  They  pre- 
sented a red  appearance,  of  the  colour  of  blood,  especially  on 
being  separated,  and  were  irregularly  formed  at  their  cages. 
The  external  organs  of  generation  were  ulcerated  and  de- 
stroyed. The  pruriginous  pains  were  severe,  and  the  patient 
had  herself  occasioned  much  ulceration,  in  rubbing  the  affect- 
ed parts.  These  ulcers  had  so  run  into  each  other,  as  to  oc- 
casion a difficulty  to  ascertain  where  they  had  first  began. 
The  patient  constantly  suflered  great  pain,  and  had  for  a con- 
siderable time  lost  her  appetite  and  sleep,  a little  coffee  and 
cream,  which  she  took  in  the  morning,  was  her  only  nourish- 
ment for  the  whole  day.  An  extreme  wasting  of  the  flesh 
came  on  by  degrees,  the  result  of  the  severe  symptoms,  and 
also  extreme  dejection,  from  the  horror  of  the  disease,  and  a 
fear  that  she  should  never  be  cured. 

Madame  M had  been  pregnant  seven  times,  of 

course,  her  health  had  been  often  wavering,  the  children 
which  she  brought  forth,  all  appeared  vitiated  with  a dartrous 
habit,  which  she  had  transmitted  to  them,  as  she  herself  had 
received  it  from  her  mother. 

The  fumigations  presented  the  only  means  to  triumph  over 
this  formidable  disease,  which  hitherto  had  resisted  every 
other  source  of  medicine.  The  difficulties  to  encounter  a dis- 
ease, which  had  so  affected  the  sexual  oi’gans,  always  moist 
by  the  passage  of  the  urine,  and  a considerable  leucorrhcea, 
added  to  an  hereditary  transmission  of  the  herpetic  diathesis, 
appeared  to  us  to  be  very  great.  The  fumigations  were  com- 
menced, Ma)'^  loth,  l8l3,  and  terminated  1st  August.  The 
recovery  of  the  patient  was  slow,  but  when  once  began,  it 
went  on  rapidly ; she  began  to  get  lusty,  fresh  coloured,  and 
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gay,  the  organs  of  generation,  wliich  had  been  so  considera- 
bly affected, -liealod,  and  resumed  their  natural  state,  the  Icu- 
corrh(Ea,  with  which  she  had  been  considerably  afflicted,  much 
abated.  Ever  since  the  1st  of  August,  1813,  Madame 

M has  always  enjoyed  perfect  health,  and  has  had  no 

repetition  of  the  complaint.  'I’he  state  of  this  disease,  and 
cure  of  it,  has  been  several  times  substantiated  by  many  of 
the  Faculty,  and  lastly,  by  Dr.  Leroux,  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
and  Professor  Plalle. 

This  lady,  since  the  re-cstablislnnent  of  her  health,  has  had 
one  child,  which  is  healthy,  and  presents  no  signs  of  dar- 
trous  affection. 

Case  4.  Crusty,  Humid,  Ulcerated  Dartres. 

The  Mother  of  Madame  M , who  made  the  sul^ect 

of  the  preceding  observations,  had  from  her  birth  been  afflict- 
ed with  a dartrous  disease,  disseminated  over  the  whole  body, 
and  for  the  last  year  there  had  been  variou.s  swellings  and 
cracks,  in  several  parts,  and  several  deep  ulcers ; these  dis- 
charged an  ichorous  humour,  and  large  thick  crusts  formed 
the  edges,  leaving  uncovered  the  red  suppurative  parts;  there 
were  also  numerous  pustulous  pimples,  which  gave  to  the  ex- 
tremities an  hideous  appearance. 

'I'he  movement  of  tne  limbs  was  impossible,  on  account  of 
the  pain  it  occasioned,  and  the  patient  walked  with  crutches, 
and  then  only  with  extreme  pain  ; considerable  itchings  ac- 
companied this  disease,  which,  joined  with  a loss  of  appetite, 
and  want  of  sleep,  rendered  her  existence  unhappy. 

Encouraged  at  the  success  which  had  attended  the  fumi- 
gations in  her  daughter’s  case,  she,  at  the  recommendation  of 
Dr.  Tartra,  commenced  their  use,  September  5th,  1814. 
Eighty-three  were  sufficient  to  obtain  a complete  cure  of  the 
disease. 

Drs.  Leroux  and  Halle  also  -witnessed  the  state  of  this  pa- 
tient, and  her  recovery. 

Case  5.  Crusty,  Humid,  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

M , a sugar  refiner’s  boy,  employed  at  the  sugar 

works  in  the  Elysian  Fields,  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Gales, 
by  Professor  the  Dr.  Dubois,  to  be  taken  care  of,  in  a case 
of  dartrous  affection,  characterized  by  thick  blotches,  of  a 
greyish  colour  in  some  parts,  and  in  others  yellow.  They 
detached  themselves  in  crusts,  and  discharged  a humid 
ichor.  The  eruption  occupied  the  hands,  feet,  and  lower 
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parts  of  tne  arms,  from  the  wrists  to  the  elbows,  and  ffave  to 
the  extremities  the  form  or  appearance  of  gloves  and  boots. 

Those  parts  of  the  skin  covered  with  these  blotches,  ap- 
peared to  have  the  disease  deeply  rooted,  but  the  remainder 
of  the  body  was  healthy.  This  patient,  after  having  tried, 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  months,  all  the  remedies  which 
he  had  been  advised,  began  the  use  of  the  fumigations  in 
1)?13.  He  used  them  about  eighty  times,  when  he  was 
cured  of  the  complaint.  It  is  probable  the  disease  has  never 
returned,  as  nothing  has  been  seen  or  heard  of  him  since 
that  time. 

Case  6.  Dartrous  Affection  (ffthe  Chin. 

M.  P , employed  at  the  house  of  M.  J , Or- 

fivre  Hotel  d’Aligre,  Saint  Honore  street,  had  been  for  a long 
time  afflicted  with  a dartrous  cutaneous  disease  of  the  chin, 
w’hich  he  attributed  to  the  frictions  of  his  hands,  after  hand- 
ling a mangy  dog.  This  much  alarmed  the  patient.  Whitish 
pustules  disseminated  themselves  by  groups  on  the  chin,  and 
much  inflammation  surrounded  them.  These  were  at  first  co- 
vered with  light  crusts,  which  afterwards  formed  themselves 
into  large  thick  scabs,  of  a greyish  blue,  d’hey  were  so  im- 
l)edded  in  the  beard,  that  tlie  patient  was  obliged  to  let  it 
grow,  and  the  whole  chin  soon  became  enveloped  in  one  en- 
tire .scab'. 

M.  P was  submitted  to  the  use  of  the  fumigations. 

Forty-one  sufficed  to  obtain  a cure  of  this  dartrous  malady. 
Although  it  was  one  of  those  cases,  which  resisted  most  obsti- 
nately, the  other  remedies  most  commonly  employed  in  cu- 
taneous affections.  Fifteen  months  have  elapsed  since  the 
cure,  and  no  herpetic  affection  has  re-appeared. 

Casel.  Waxy  Dartrom  Affection  on  the  Back,  and  lower 
Extremities,  and  Crusty  on  the  Nose  and  Arms. 

Mons.  D , 25  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine  habit,  and 

bilious  temperament,  of  a good  constitution,  had  several  times 
contracted  syphilitic  infections.  The  different  remedies  em- 
ployed for  the  cure  of  them,  were  either  badly  appropriated 
to  the  disease,  or  not  exactly  followed  up.  Red  pustules,  ac- 
companied with  light  coats,  appeared  over  several  parts  of 
the  body,  the  redness  was  in  a short  time  covered  with  little 
pimples,  inclosed  in  a white  skin,  which  in  a short  time  dried 
up  and  fell  off,  but  were  soon  replaced  w'ith  others  of  the 
same  character.  This  eruption  had  for  a long  time  laid  prin- 
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cipal  siege  to  the  verge  of  the  arms,  and  lower  part  of  the  ab- 
domen, accompanied  with  a painful  sensation. 

Mons.  D had  employed  a great  number  of  remedies, 

to  remove  this  aflPection,  but  it  resisted  all,  even  the  anti- 
syphilitic treatment,  for  instead  of  amending,  it  extended 
itself  over  a great  part  of  the  body,  except  the  hands, 
feet,  and  stomach,  changing  with  the  weather,  exhibiting  the 
form  and  nature  of  a dartrous  disease.  Those  on  the  nose 
and  arras  became  crusty,  over  large  thick  grey  blotches ; they 
readily  detached,  leaving  the  parts  red,  with  small  points,  se- 
creting a humour,  which  renewed  the  crusts.  Other  blotches, 
more  or  less  round,  more  compact  and  more  elevated  at  the 
edge  than  in  the  centre,  covered  the  other  parts  of  the  body. 
An  excessive  dryness  had  taken  place  where  the  eruptions 
were  more  crusty.  Dr.  the  Professor  Dubois,  to  whom  the 
patient  addressed  himself,  seeing  the  inefficacy  of  the  means 
which  had  been  hitherto  employed  to  cure  this  disease,  ad- 
vised the  fumigations ; they  were  used  with  constancy,  and 
repeated  morning  and  evening.  'I'he  number  of  fumigations 
were  carried  to  two  hundred.  They  at  length  triumphed 
over  the  unusal  resistance  this  case  presented  to  dartrous  dis- 
eases in  general.  The  face  was  not  quite  healed  by  the  fumi- 
gations ; an  antisyphiltlc  treatment  was  resorted  to,  which 
completed  the  cure.  Fifteen  months  have  elapsed,  without 
any  return,  we  may  therefore  regard  the  cure  as  certain 

Case  8.  A,  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin  of  the  Scrotum 

and  Perineum. 

A domestic  servant  to  Mons.  Parmantier,  Inspector  of  the 
Health  Department  of  the  Army,  35  years  of  age,  has  been 
cured  of  a dartrous  disease  of  the  skin  of  the  scrotum  and  pe- 
rineum, of  which  he  had  been  afflicted  for  seven  years,  by  the 
use  of  at  least  forty-eight  fumigations.  It  is  now  a year  and 
a half  since  the  cure  was  effected,  and  no  eruptions  have  since 
returned. 

Case  9.  A sloughing  Ulcer,  situated  on  the  Nose  and  Upper 
Lip,  cured  try  the  Fumigation. 

M.  P , 50  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine  temperament, 

and  good  constitution,  having  been  always  used  to  fatiguing 
labour,  which  had  occasioned  abundant  perspiration,  had  been 
infected  with  a venereal  complaint,  which  was  treated  by  the 
administration  of  twenty-two  bottles  of  Fob  Vaffecteur,  and  a 
severe  regimen.  These  means  caused  the  external  symptoms 
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to  disappear.  M.  P certain  his  cure  was  complete, 

wont  to  Nancy,  and  adopted  his  regular  habits  of  hving,  and 
was  not  exposed  to  any  new  syphilitic,  infection.  After  a 
month’s  stay  in  the  city  of  Nancy,  venereal  pustules  showed 
themselves  over  the  periheum,  and  upper  part  of  the  thighs, 
accompanied  Avith  strong  pruriginous  sensations.  These  were 
treated  by  mercurial  frictions,  sea-water  baths,  and  sudorific 
drinks.  Two  months  sufficed  for  their  cure.  In  1807, 
M.  P was  in  Italy,  and  being  exposed  for  a considera- 

ble time  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  was  taxen  ill  of  a malignant 
fever,  and  at  the  crisis,  an  eruption  of  red  pimples  appeared  over 
the  whole  bady,  which  continued  during  his  convalescence. 
Soon  afterwards,  these  pimples  became  very  crusty  and 
squamish  on  the  loins,  and  a dry  crusty  dartre  attacked  both 
sides  of  the  nose,  they  afterwards  took  on  the  character  of  the 
crusty  humid  dartre.  This  was  treated  by  tlie  external 
application  of  the  juice  of  house  leeks  and  milk,  and  the  in- 
ternal use  of  nitrous  acid.  The  dartrous  affection  of  the  loins 
disappeared,  but  that  which  affected  the  nose,  ulcerated  and 
sloughed  away  that  organ,  the  upper  lip,  and  part  of  the  eye*- 

lids.  They  then  prescribed  for  M.  P , the  sulphurous 

water-baths  of  Lisignano,  and  the  syrup  of  Cuissimier.  These 
means  were  employed  for  two  months,  without  any  success, 
on  the  contrary,  the  ulcers  continued  to  slough,  so  that  the 
whole  texture  of  the  parts  became  altered,  the  surrounding 
parts  hard  and  inflamed,  the  matter  discharged  so  acriraoiii- 
(ms,  that  it  irritated  and  affected  the  surrounding  skin.  They 
had  then  recourse  to  the  extract  d’aconit;  the  dose  of  this  was 
carried  to  ninety-six  grains  per  day.  The  patient  took  five 
ounces  of  this  medicine  in  two  months,  without  any  ad- 
vantage. 

M.  P came  to  Paris,  and  was  submitted  to  the  fu- 

migations, at  the  latter  end  of  April  1814<. 

At  the  thirtieth  fumigation,  there  appeared  a very  sensible 
amendment.  At  the  fiftieth,  the  ulcers  had  considerably 
healed,  and  showed  scars.  After  the  seventy-eighth,  which 
was  the  last,  the  cure  was  complete.  Since  this  time,  M. 
P has  constantly  enjoyed  perfect  health.  This  pa- 

tient was  repeatedly  seen  by  Drs.  Leroux/  Halle,  and  many 
other  physicians. 

Case  10.  Dry  and  Scaly  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skm 
over  the  whole  Body. 

James  Berger,  25  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine  habit,  and 
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good  constitution,  became  affected  when  in  an  English  pri- 
son, with  a crusty  dartrous  affection  on  the  arms,  thighs,  and 
legs,  which,  from  bad  regimen,  and  dirty  habitation,  became 
dry  and  scaly.  In  consequence  of  the  badness  of  diet,  tliese 
extended  over  the  whole  body  in  blotches,  more  or  less  large, 
and  a little  elevated  above  the  surface  of  the  skin,  they  were 
of  a vivid  red  colour,  covered  with  a thin  loose  skin,  adhering 
like  the  peeling  of  an  onion.  There  was  no  moisture  to  be 
perceived  on  the  surface,  and  the  patient  felt  every  evening 
the  most  acute  itchings  in  the  affected  parts.  Added  to  these 
herj)etic  eruptions,  the  functions  of  the  stomach  were  much 
deranged,  the  liver  was  so  enlarged,  as  to  occasion  a promi- 
nence in  the  side,  and  the  patient  was  afflicted  with  the  yel- 
low jaundice. 

Berger  was  submitted  to  the  fumigations,  6th  July  1814, 
and  with  this  treatment,  the  use  of  aperient  drinks  was  join- 
ed. At  the  eigi  iteenth  fumigation,  the  colour  of  the  dartres 
was  less  vivid,  and  the  itchmgs  less  intense,  the  liver  less 
swelled,  the  appetite  had  returned,  and  the  skin  had  lost  a part 
of  its' yellow  colour.  At  the  thirty-ninth,  large  and  numerous 
scales  detached  themselves  readily  from  the  dartrous  parts, 
the  itchings  had  subsided,  the  jaundice  had  disappeared,  and 
the  liver  was  reduced  to  its  natural  size.  From  this  epoch, 
until  the  seventieth  fumigation,  the  cure  of  the  dartres  pro- 
ceeded gradually,  thougli  slowly,  and  they  have  conducted 
him  to  a happy  cure.  This  patient  returned  to  Amboise,  the 
place  of  his  alx>de,  and  from  whence  a letter  was  written, 
under  date  of  the  11th  December  I8l4,  which  confirms  his 
present  good  state  of  health. 

Casi,  11.  Universal  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin,  extend- 
ing over  the  whole  Bod^. 

Claude  Francis  Piard,  52  years  of  age,  a locksmith.  No.  3. 
Lulli  street,  near  the  Opera,  Paris,  had  been  for  about  three 
months  afflicted  with  a universal  dartrous  disease  of  the  skin, 
consisting  of  large  ulcers,  for  the  most  part  covered  with 
crusts,  thick  and  large,  in  some  places  scaly,  and  in  others  pim- 
ples of  a dark  red  colour.  The  face,  arms,  and  lower  limbs, 
were  particularly  affected.  The  itchings  were  so  intolerable, 
that  tne  patient  had  been  for  a considerable  time  unable  to 
yest  or  sleep,  and  irritated  the  parts  so  much  by  rubbing,  that, 
at  his  own  request,  his  hands  were  tied  up,  the  nose  was  in- 
preased  to  more  than  double  its  natural  size,  which  was  co- 
vered with  the  complaint,  and  full  of  crusts.  This  disease. 
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the  patient  said,  followed  an  erysipelous  complaint  of  the  face, 
which  had  been  ill  taken  care  of. 

The  various  remedies,  usually  resorted  to,  w'ere  employed 
for  the  cure  of  this  disease,  for  the  space  of  three  months, 
without  the  least  favourable  result,  when  it  was  determined, 
that  the  patient  should  go  to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  to  be 
subnuttea  to  the  fumigation. 

These  were  administered  morning  and  evening.  In  the 
evening  of  July  9th,  after  using  the  sixth.  Dr.  Tartra  ex- 
amined this  patient,  and  found  him  in  a much  better  state 
than  when  he  first  entered  the  hospital,  the  redness  had  fad- 
ed, the  ulcers  had  discharged  and  healed  up,  and  the  crusts 
had  began  to  fall  off,  and  the  patient  was  well  satisfied  with 
his  improving  condition.  Sixty-one-  fumigations,  repeated 
morning  and  evening,  have  sufficed  for  his  perfect  cure,  ex- 
cept one  ulcer  on  the  thigh,  and  there  now  remains  no  more 
traces  of  the  disease,  except  the  alteration  of  the  texture  of  the 
skin.  He  went  out  of  the  hospital,  20th  August  1814.  Forty- 
four  days  after  he  entered  it. 

The  large  dartrous  ulcer,  situated  on  the  internal  part 
of  the  left  thigh,  remained  for  a considerable  time  particu- 
larly obstinate,  but  at  length  yielded  to  the  action  of  the  fu- 
migation. The  number  were  carried  to  eighty-one. 

Dr.  Leroux,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris, 
and  Dr.  Halle,  Professor  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  have 
substantiated  the  cutaneous  state  of  this  patient,  and  the  be- 
neficial effects  of  the  fumigation  during  the  various  periods  of 
his  treatment. 

Case  12.  A Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Shin  of  the  Right  Arm. 

^ j 33  years  of  age,  of  a sai^uine  temperament, 

travelling  clerk  to  a bookseller,  was  afflicted  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  with  a dartrous  eruption  on  the  right  side  of  the 
forehead.  This  spread  itself  over  the  whole  face.  After  se- 
veral vain  attempts  to  cure  the  disease,  it  changed  its  situa- 
tion, and  appeared  on  the  right  arm.  26th  June  1813, 

, began  the  use  of  the  fumigation.  He  used  for  a 

space  of  six  months,  sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  two,  per 
clay.  J hese  caused  the  eruptions  to  disappear,  but  they  soon 
afterwards  returned,  and  compelled  the  patient  again  to  sub- 
mit to  them.  He  now  used  forty  more,  which  happily  ter- 
minated the  disease.  Since  this  time,  no  dartrous  eruptions 
have  appeared^  although  the  patient  has  not  always  lived  a 
regular  life. 
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Case  13.  White,  Crusty,  Dartrous  Disease  of  the  Shin. 

'Claude  Lefranc,  26  years  of  age,  a farrier,  entered  the 
Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  25th  May  1813,  afflicted  with  white 
crusty  dartres  of  eiglit  months  duration. 

This  disease  began  by  the  appearance  of  small  pustules, 
without  matter,  which  on  the  least  rubbing  fell  off,  and  re- 
newed themselves  again,  and  spread  into  large  surfaces. 

This  patient  is  gone  out  of  the  hospitsl  cured,  after  using 
ninety-seven  fumigations. 

Case  14.  Dartro/us  Affectum  <ffthe  Scrotum  and  Perineum. 

M , 27  years  of  age,  of  a bilious  habit,  residing  at 

Paris,  No.  13.  Foin  street.  Saint  James’s  street,  had  b^een 
afflicted  for  two  years,  with  crusty  dartres  on  the  scrotum  and 
perineum,  for  which  he  had  undergone  sex'eral  kinds  of  treat- 
ment, without  any  benefit. 

He  was  submitted  to  the  fumigations,  1.5th  March  1813, 
b}-  the  advice  of  Dr.  Dubois.  He  used  them  irregularly, 
one,  two  and  three  per  day,  for  a short  time,  when  he  found 
himself  much  better,  and  went  to  pass  a few  weeks  in  the 
country.  On  his  return,  he  retook  to  the  fumigations,  and 
in  three  months  from  the  d^  he  first  commenced  them,  he 
found  himself  radically  curecf. 

Case  15.  Pustulcms  Dartrous  Affection,  over  the  whole  Body. 

Mons.  N , 29  years  of  age,  of  a sanguine  habit,  had 

been  afflicted  for  eight  years,  with  a pustulous  dartrous  affec- 
tion of  the  skin,  which  no  remedy  would  eradicate.  Mons. 
the  Dr.  Dubois,  advised  him  to  try  the  fumigations.  Sep- 
tember 8th  1812,  he  commenced  their  use,  two  per  day.  At 
the  ninety-fifth,  there  no  longer  existed  any  complaint  of  the 
skin,  all  that  could  be  perceived  were  numerous  marks,  simi- 
lar to  those  remaining  after  the  small-pox,  after  the  crusts  of 
the  pustules  have  fmlen  off.  This  patient  was  about  to  be 
married,  and  as  he  v/ished  that  no  traces  of  the  disorder  might 
appear,  he  continued  the  fumigations,  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty,  when  the  skin  became  perfect. 

Mons.  N since  his  cure,  has  had  one  child  from  his 

marriage,  which  presents  no  mark  of  any  herpetic  affection. 

Case  16.  Ulcerated  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

Mons.  B , 21  years  of  age,  of  a bilious  habit,  born 

of  healthy  parents,  living  in  the  butcher's  market,  St.  Honore, 
Paris,  had  been  for  two  months  afflicted  with  an  ulcerated 
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ilartrous  affection,  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  and 
cruelly  tormented  with  pruriginous  itchings. 

Dr.  the  Professor  Duoois,  advised  him  to  use  the  fumiga- 
tions. He  began  their  use  20th  of  June  1814.  At  the  third, 
the  pruriginous  pains  ceased.  Two  per  day  were  used  dur- 
ing the  first  fifteen.  The  patient  discontinued  them  24th 
Julyr  Sixty  were  sufficient  for  a radical  cure. 

Case  17.  A Moist,  Crusty,  Dartrous  Disease  of  the  Shin  of 
the  Scrotum,  mid  internal  surface  of  the  right  Thigh. 

Mons.  M ,42  years  of  age,  of  a bilious  temperament, 

a mercliant,  residing  in  Rue  de  Poulies,  had  been  aJBlicted  for 
eight  months,  with  a moist,  crusty,  dartrous  disease  of  the 
scrotum  and  internal  surface  of  the  right  thigh.  After  being 
misled  by  the  advice  of  several  quacks,  he  took  the  advice  of 
Dr.  the  Professor  Dubois,  who  recommended  the  use  of  the 
fumigations.  He  commenced  this  treatment  July  30th  1813, 
and  continued  them  for  ten  Aveeks.  During  the  first  month 
he  used  two  per  day,  afterwards,  sometimes  one,  and  some- 
times two.  October  15th  following,  he  went  out  of  the  hos- 
pital perfectly  cured.  This  patient  has  been  frequently  ex- 
amined since  he  left  the  hospital,  and  no  traces  of  the  disease 
has  re-appeared,  His  cure  has  been  attested  by  all  the  Doc- 
tors of  Physic,  and  principal  Surgeons  of  the  hospital 

Case  18.  A Humid,  Scaly,  Dartrous  Disease  of  the  Shin. 

Mons.  D , a solicitor,  *27  yearS  of  age,  had  been  af- 

flicted from  the  age  of  14,  with  blotches  of  a dull  red  colour. 
A slight  moisture  exuded  from  them,  and  their  surfaces  Avere 
rough  and  unequal.  They  principally  beset  the  neck,  back, 
and  under  parts  of  the  arm-pits.  The  patient  had  also  a 
constant  eruption  of  small  pimples  on  the  face.  When  these 
died  aAvay,  they  Avere  immediately  succeeded  by'others,  they, 
left  traces  of  black  points  behind  them,  so  that  the  general 
colour  of  the  face  Avas  that  of  a dark  lead.  The  shirt  of  the 
patient  Avas  always  impregnated  Avith  the  moisture  of  the  dart- 
rous affection.  , 

Mons.  D was  submitted  to  the  fumigations,  in  April 

1813.  He  used  twenty-four,  which  nearly  dispersed  the 
dartrous  disease,  but  being  obliged  to  take  a journey  into  the 
country,  he  suspended  them,  which  he  did  not  resume  until 
July  I8l4.  'Ihe  number  of  the  fumigations  were  then  car, 
ried  to  fifty.  1 he  cure  Avas  then  far  advanced,  when  Mons, 

again  obliged  to  travel.  It  is  worthy  of  remark. 

that  those  parts,  Avhich  Avere  cured  by  the  first  fumigations- 
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continuea  well.  ■ I’he  patient  returned,  and  again  submitted 
to  their  use,  on  the  16th  March  I8l5  ; he  was  then  princi- 
pally afflicted  with  large  pustules  on  the  back.  By  the  use 
of  the  fumigations,  these  became  less  and  less,  until  they  en- 
tirely disappeared,  and  the  skin  resumed  its  natural  colour. 
This  patient  was  cured  by  the  fumigations  only. 

Case  19.  Ulcerated  Dartrom  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

Mons.  B , had  been  afflicted  for  16  years,  Avith  a 

lively  ulcerated  dartrous  cutaneous  affection,  situated  on  the 
circumference  of  the  fundament,  perineum,  and  scrotum. 
The  pruriginous  pains  (itchings)  were  almost  insupportable. 
After  trying  in  vain,  for  a considerable  time,  a great  variety 

of  quack  medicines,  Mons.  B consulted  myself  and 

Dr.  Pavet,  and  we  advised  him  to  adopt  the  use  of  the  fumi- 
gation. This  was  the  loth  of  November  1814.  The  first 
time  he  continued  in  the  apparatus  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  perspired  freely.  After  the  fourth,  he  assured  me  he 
had  passed  a most  tranquil  night,  and  that  he  began  to  find 
considerable  relief.  Between  the  fifth  and  seventh  fumiga- 
tions, there  appeared  a general  eruption  on  the  feet,  legs,  and 
hands  of  small  miliary  pimples,  dry,  and  of  a red  colour,  with 
some  swelling,  and  in  the  evening,  the  patient  had  a strong 
aguish  fit  with  extreme  agitations  during  the  night,  and  loss 
of  appetite.  I suspended  the  fumigations,  and  ordered  the 
patient  to  take  a drink,  made  of  bandana  and  pellitory  of  the 
wall,  adding  to  each  pint,  a scruple  of  nitrate  of  potass. 

Mons.  B reposed  himself  during  four  days,  and  I then 

again  ordered  him  to  use  the  fumigations.  In  the  evening 
of  the  day  he  used  the  first,  he  had  another  strong  aguish 
fit,  with  lively  itchings  in  the  parts  which  had  been  the  seat 
of  the  disease.  The  next  morning,  I desired  him  to  rest  in 
bed,  and  the  following  day  to  use  the  fumigation  in  the  even- 
ing. The  same  phenomena  of  ague  again  manifested  itself, 
but  with  less  violence.  I then  suspended  the  fumigations  for 
some  days,  in  the  meantime,  the  eruption  gave  w^r,  and 
scaled  off,  and  the  patient  assured-  me,  that  the  itchings  were 
much  abated,  and  his  nights  more  calm.  He  then  again  pur- 
sued with  constant  courage,  the  use  of  the  fumigations  with- 
out interruption.  I satisfied  myself  by  examining  the  affect- 
ed parts,  that  the  disease  had  nearly  given  way,  and  at  the 
fortieth  fumigation,  the  cure  was  declared  complete.  I then 
made  the  patient  take  an  emetic,  and  the  day  following  a gentle 
purgative.  I advised  him  also  to  take  for  some  time,  the 
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drink  with  bandana  and  pellltoiy,  (without  the  nitrate  of  po- 
tass,) and  to  apply  to  the  circumference  ol'  the  anus,  a little 
cerat  de  sulph. 

Case  20.  A Cutaneous  Affection,  treated  at  the  Hotel  Jabach, 
with  the  Fumigation. 

Mans.  A , 25  years  of  age,  of  a scrophulous  san- 

guine habit, and  good  constitution,  had,  in  his  infancy,  the  face, 
covered  with  a crusty  dartrous  affection,  which  disappeared 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  and  the  use  of  some  mild  remedies. 
From  the  age  of  five  till  nine,  he  was  incommoded  with  boils, 
dispersed  over  various  parts  of  the  body.  At  the  age  of  ten 
he  nad  the  small-pox,  which  left  on  the  hams,  crusts,  which' 
became  dartrous;  they  disappeared  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and 
a half,  by  the  use  of  warm  baths.  At  the  age  of  18,  Mons. 

A contracted  a,  sj^bilitic  disease,  characterized  by 

chancres,  and  a bubo  in  the  right  groin  ; for  this  he  was  im- 
properly treated.  Six  months  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
venereal  symptoms,  the  upper  lip  became  covered  with  a dar- 
trous crusty  disease,  which  in  six  weeks  extended  itself  to 
the  back  and  left  hand,  and  ultimately  invaded  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body  ; the  right  hand  became  particularly  af- 
fected. The  patient  attributed  this  disease  to  the  syphilitic 
virus,  and  went  to  the  Infirmary  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Martin, 
where  they  put  him  under  an  antisyphilitic  treatment.  Idiis 
effaced  the  dartrous  affection.  Mons.  A • • • • » • went  home 
to  his  family,  but  on  the  return  of  cold  weather,  the  dartrous 
disease  re-appeared  with  the  same  violence  as  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  1 nis  was  combated  Avith  mercurial  frictions.  'Dur- 
ing the  treatment,  some  syphilitic  ulcers  appeared,  although 
the  patient  had  not  exposed  himself  to  any  impure  commerce. 

Tired  of  this  state,  Mons.  A administered  to  himself 

the  liqueur  of  Van  Swieten,  in  doses  of  tivo  spoonfuls  per 
day,  mixed  with  the  syrup  of  Cuissimier.  He  used  these 
means  for  three  months  together,  with  a hundred  mercurial 
frictions,  in  quantities  of  two  drachms  per  day.  The  vene- 
real ulcers  disappeared  after  this  treatment,  but  the  dartrous 
aftection  took  firm  hold.  The  health  of  the  patient  was  goed 
until  January  1811,  but  at  this  time,  the  herpetic  symptoms 
re-appeared,  with  all  their  first  intensity. 

Mons.  A returned  to  Paris,  and  entered  into  the 

Infirmary  in  the  F’auliourg,  St.  Jacques  street,  where  tliey 
still  employed  an  anti-venereal  treatment,  the  suljihurous 
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baths,  and  the  drink  of  Houblon.  After  a stay  of  six 
months  in  tliis  house,  he  went  into  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis, 
where  forty  more  sulphurous  baths  were  prescribed  for  him 
with  the  pills  of  Beloste,  and  the  bitter  drinks.  This  treatment 
did  no  more  than  palliate  the  dartrous  affection.  I'he  patient 
finding  himself  weak  by  the  use  of  baths,  discontinued  them, 
and  returned  home  to  his  family.  Two  months  afterwards 
the  dartres  re-appeared  with  equal  violence,  and  Mons. 
A returned  to  Paris.  During  the  journey,  he  con- 

tracted an  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  the  dartrous  affec- 
tion disappeared,  almost  entirely.  In  the  spring  of  1813,  it 
renewed  itself,  and  the  patient  was  advised  to  take  the  waters 
of  Luxeuil.  He  remained  there  until  August,  and  derived 
great  benefit  in  his  health,  but  the  complain t_ was  not  long  in 
re-appearing. 

In  June  1814,  Mons.  A went  to  take  the  waters, 

and  use  the  baths  of  Bourbon.  Their  use  was  hurtful,  the 
parts  affected  with  the  dartres,  became  hard  and  cold.  St. 
Anthony’s  fire  seized  the  right  hand.  Mons.  A de- 

termined to  go  again  to  Paris.  Very  soon  after  his  anival, 
he  submitted  himself  to  the  use  of  the  fumigation.  At  the 
time  the  patient  began  its  use,  the  back,  the  hands  and 
wrists  were  affected  with  crusty  dartres,  and  there  was  dis- 
charged from  under  the  crusts,  a matter  of  a yellow  red  co- 
lour, the  itchings  were  very  acute,  the  hams  presented  the 
same  eruptions,  and  some  pimples  appeared  in  the  palms  of 
the  hands.  Nocturnal  emissions  had  often  thrown  the  patient 

into  a state  of  extreme  weakness.  Mons.  A for  a 

month,  had  had  an  issue  in  the  left  arm.  '6th  October  1814, 
this  patient  commenced  the  use  of  the  fumigation.  On  the 
l3th  of  the  same  month,  the  crusts  on  the  hands  and  back 
had  disappeared,  but  the  skin  remained  red  and  excoriated, 
those  on  the  face  were  more  supple,  and  less  coloured.  The 
crusts  which  covered  the  nose,  the  lower  lip,  and  chin,  were 
in  less  number.  20th  October,  the  recovery  of  this  patient 
was  now  nearly  accomplished,  there  only  remained  a red  co- 
* loured  skin,  but  without  any  excoriation.  About  the  lOth 
November,  all  the  dartrous  symptoms  had  nearly  disappear- 
ed, but  the  skin  of  the  hands  was  a little  tender.  The  noc- 
turnal emissions  had  ceased,  and  the  strength  of  the  patient 
was  returning.  This  amelioration  induced  him  to  suspend 
for  some  Ume  the  fumigations.  He  recommenced  their  use 
in  the  beginning  of  December  1814.  Sixty-eight  applications 
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Iiave  sufficed  for  a cure,  which  to  the  present , time  (3lst  March 
l8lo,)  has  remained  perfect. 

Case  2-1.  A Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Wrist. 

M , a wine  merchant,  43  years  of  age,  residing  at 

Department  of  the  Seine,  on  the  Loire,  of  a lymph- 
atic habit,  and  feeble  constitution,  subject  to  a catarrhal  af- 
fection of  the  lungs,  and  hemorrhages  at  the  nostrils,  had  for 
some  considerable  time  before,  contracted  a gonorrhoea,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  regularly  treated.  The  dartrous  af- 
fection of  the  skin  had  commenced  three  years  ago,  by  an 
eruption  which  continued  three  weeks.  Since  that  time,  it 
re-appeared,  every  spring  and  autumn.  On  the  16'th  No- 
vember last,  M was  preparing  to  go  on  a journey,  and 

gave  an  entertainment  to  a numerous  party  of  friends,  at 
which  he  drank  abundance  of  wine.  The  following  night  he 
found  a considerable  degree  of  internal  and  external  heat  of 
the  body,  accompanied  with  excessive  itchings  at  the  wrists, 
stomach,  face  and  hams,  and  on  the  second  or  third  day  af- 
terwards, an  eruption  manifested  itself  in  those  parts.  The 
patient  Irritated  them,  and  a kind  of  red  and  yellowish 
matter  oosed  out.  At  the  end  of  five  days,  the  pimples  gave 
way,  a desquamation  soon  followed,  and  all  the  vestiges  on 
the  parts  where  the  eruption  had  been  seated  disappeared, 
except  the  front  of  the  right  wrist,  which  preserved  a dartrous 
character.  Since  the  appearance  of  this  disease,  the  patient 
liad  been  obliged  to  go  his  journey,  which  rendered  him  un- 
able to  make  use  of  any  remedy  with  convenience. 

On  his  arrival  at  Paris,  he  consulted  Dr.  I’artra,  who  on 
observing  that  the  disease  assumed  a dartrous  form,  advised 
the  use  of  the  fumigation  as  the  most  certain  means  of  re- 
moving it. 

The  patient  commenced  their  use,  27th  November  1814, 
wo  per  day.  At  the  fourth,  a favourable  change  was  per- 
ceptible. This  amelioration  continued  until  16th  December, 
and  the  cure  was  then  complete.  The  patient  used  forty 
fumigations. 

Case  22.  A Rheumatic  Affection,  accompanied  with  a serious 
Swellmg  of  the  Elbow  Joint,  and  Sciatic  Gout. 

Mons.  Dusourbier,  Doctor  of  Physic,  and  Surgeon  to  the 
Artillery  Regiment  of  the  Extra  Guard,  28  years  of  age,  of 
a sanguine  temperament,  and  strong  constitution,  was  attack- 
ed, when  on  the  campaign  of  1814,  w’ith  rheumatic  pains  in 


76 


Observations  on  vai'ious 


the  muscles  of  the  left  arm.  About  the  month  of  April, 
same  year,  a considerable  swelling  of  the  elbow  joint  of  the 
same  side  took  place,  accompanied  with  excruciating  pains, 
which  deprived  the  patient  of  sleep.  I'his  swelling  diminish- 
ed in  about  fifteen  days,  by  the  application  of  emmllent  cata- 
plasms, and  the  pains  which  remained,  yielded  to  a lotion 
composed  of  opium,  brandy,  and  camphire.  The  patient 
thus  made  himself  happy  in  having  got  rid  of  an  affection, 
which  he  had  been  afraid,  would  afflict  him  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  but  he  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  this  idea 
but  a short  time,  for  in  about  a month,  the  pains  of  the  arm 
and  elbow  joint  returned,  during  some  wet  and  damp  v.  ea- 
ther.  A few  days  after  the  return  of  these  symptoms.  Mans. 
Dusourbier  was  obliged  to  come  to  Paris.  Towards  the  end 
of  June,  his  sufferings  became  more  and  more  intense,  and 
he  determined  to  apply  blisters  to  the  arm ; these  abated  the 
pains,  but  they  again  returned. 

Perpetual  blisters  were  applied  on  the  swelled  elbow,  which 
with  sulphurous  baths  caused  the  pains  and  swelling  to  dis- 
appear, and  the  patient  was  able  to  extend  the  arm  as  usual ; 
in  fact,  no  traces  were  left  of  the  disease. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  Dr.  Dusourbier  took  a vio- 
lent cold,  and  the  pains  returned  as  before,  and  also  in  the 
legs,  particularly  in  the  right,  whicJi  w'as  so  intense,  that  he 
was  unable  to  move  it  without  the  greatest  pain.  The  in- 
tensity of  these  pains  continued,  and  at  about  the  end  of  fif- 
teen days,  they  had  extended  up  the  right  arm,  and  fixed  in 
the  posterior  muscles  of  the  neck,  and  in  those  of  the  left  side 
the  neck,  and  the  contraction  of  them  became  so  great,  that 
the  head  was  continually  bent  on  the  left  shoulder. 

In  iVovember,  the  pains  had  extended  to  the  left  arm. 
The  pains  in  the  neck  continued  very  severe,  accompanied 
witli  considerable  swelling  of  the  vertebrm,  of  a sciatic  or  gouty 
nature. 

The  application  of  perpetual  blisters  to  the  two  arms  and 
neck,  witn  sulphurous  baths,  and  sudorific  drinks,  gave  the 
patient  some  teni}^)orary  and  slight  relief. 

Several  friends  of  the  patient,  seeing  that  he  continued  to 
suffer  much  from  the  disease,  advised  him  to  adopt  the  use  of 
the  fumigation  used  by  Dr.  Gales  ; Dr.  Dusourbier  consult- 
ed Monsieurs  Drs.  Halle  and  Leroux,  Professors  of  the  Fa^ 
culty  of  Medicine,  on  the  propriety  of  it,  and  by  their  advice  he 
submitted  himself  to  this  remedy,  about  15th  November  1S14. 
After  the  sixth  application,  his  sufferings  had  become  still 
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more  troublesome  than  before  he  began  their  use.  1’he 
seventh  fumigation  gave  the  patient  a slight  relief.  From 
that  time,  till  the  use  of  the  twelfth,  the  patient  perceived 
each  clay,  some  alteration  for  the  better,  and  on  that  day,  27th 
Newember  (twelfth  fumigation),  there  no  longer  remained  any 
rlicumatic  pains  or  gouty  affection,  except  the  swellings  of  the* 
joints,  which  still  remained,  but  without  pain,  and  the  motion 
of  the  head  was  performed  without  difficulty. 

This  treatment  had  given  such  a tonic  effect  to  the  whole 
animal  economy  of  the  patient,  that  nothing  remained  but 
that  he  should  exercise  his  strength,  he  endeavoured  to  walk 
at  times,  but  the  muscles  of  the  calves  of  his  legs  were  fre- 
quently involuntarily  contracted.  , 

After  the  twenty-sixth  fumigation,  the  swelling  of  the  arti- 
culations of  the  bones  of  the  neck  had  entirely  disappeared, 
and  all  motion  of  the  arm  could  be  performed  with  the  greatest 
facility. 

Fi'om  the  beginning  of  December,  until  February  1815, 
Dr.  Dusourbier  has  not  found  any  return  of  the  complaint, 
under  which  he  had  so  long  suffered. 

Case  23.  Syphilitic  Ulcers  on  the  JVeck,  on  the  right  Arm 

and  Shoulder. 

M.  L ,56  years  of  age,  born  of  healthy  parents,  at 

St.  Omer,  Department  du  pas  de  Calais,  of  a sanguine  bilious 
habit,  of  a gay  and  lively  character,  and  inclined  from  his 
youth  to  amorous  pursuits,  had  many  times  been  afflicted  with 
venereal  complaints. 

Being  at  St.  Domingo,  he  contracted  a gonorrhoea,  whicli 
had  for  a considerable  time  resisted  various  antisyphilitic 
treatments,  this,  however,  after  a long  time,  disappeared. 

About  10  years  ago,  M.  L • 7 was  afflicted  with  a 

dartrous  kind  of  eruption  on  the  dorsale  region,  which  con- 
tinued four  or  five  years,  notwithstanding  various  means  were 
used  to  remove  it.  The  last  surgeon  the  patient  consulted, 
attributed  the  cause  to  venereal  virus,  and  by  an  appropriate 
treatment,  caused  it  entirely  to  disappear. 

About  eight  months  after  this,  Mons.  L had  a small 

pimple  on  the  right  elbow,  accompanied  with  such  strong  Itch- 
mgs  as  to  compel  him  to  irritate  it  till  it  bled,  a crust  afterwards 
covered  the  surface  which  the  patient  rubbed  off.  To  allay  these 
itchings,  he  employed  lotions  of  the  water  of  Cologne.  T hese 
means  created  an  ulcer,  which  spread  larger  from  day  to  day. 
Dai  trous  blotches  then  appeared  on  the  left  shoulder,  and  on 
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the  small  part  of  the  left  arm.  Arthritic  (gouty)  pains  mani- 
fested themselves  at  the  same  time.  This  eruption  surround- 
ed all  the  internal  part  of  the  small  of  the  left  arm,  accom- 
panied with  numerous  small  tumors.  The  slightest  touch 

caused  the  most  lively  smarting.  Mons.  L consulted 

me.  I first  advised  him  to  use  emollient  cataplasms.  In- 
stead of  remedying  the  evil,  they  increased  it.  Conceiving 
that  there  existed  in  this  herpetic  eruption,  a venereal  virus, 
I then  prescribed  the  use  of  the  fumigation,  to  be  followed  up 
by  an  antisyphililic  treatment.  The  patient  was  submitted  to 
the  fumigations,  3d  Movember  1814.  After  the  use  of  the 
sixth,  there  appeared  on  the  abdomen  a miliary  eruption,  ac- 
companied with  lively  itchings,  the  fumigations  were  in  con- 
sequence discontinued  for  two  days,  these  miliary  eruptions 
having  ceased,  the  patient  was  again  re-submitted  to  tlie  fu- 
migatory  apparatus.  In  four  or  five  days  afterwards,  the 
miliary  eruption  re-appeared,  and  the  fumigations  were 
again  suspended  for  three  days.  After  the  twenty-second, 
no  favourable  change  could  be  perceived  in  the  dartrous 
eruption,  notwithstanding,  the  itchings  were  less  violent. 
The  fumigations  were  continued  to  the  number  of  sixty.  The 
gouty  pains  had  then  left,  but  the  eruption  remained  station- 
ary. They  were  then  suspended,  and  the  patient  put  under 
a course  of  medicine,  consisting  of  the  syrup  de  Cuissimicr, 
and  the  liqueur  of  Van  Swieten.  Soon  after  the  use  of  these 
remedies,  the  dartrous  eruptions  put  on  a favourable  aspect, 
and  their  progress  towards  a cure  progressively  augmented. 
After  this  antivenereal  treatment,  no  traces  ot  the  eruption 
could  be  perceived,  except  the  scars,  which  were  very  thick 
and  hard.  '^I'en  fumigations  were  then  employed,  and  after 
these,  the  skin  had  re-partook  its  natural  appearance,  and 
in  April  1815,  there  were  no  vestiges  remaining  of  either  the 
dartrous  or  venereal  eruptions. 

Case  24.  Ancient  Psora. 

Mons  P , Captain  in  the  3d  regiment  of  Artillery, 

had  for  eight  months  been  afflicted  with  an  cillarged  kind  of 
crustv  psora,  and  being  in  the  country  on  duty,  had  no  oj> 
portunity  of  undergoing  any  treatment  for  its  cure.  On 
nis  arrival  in  Paris,  he  entered  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis, 
11th  February  18l4.  His  two  thighs  were  covered  with 
psoric  blotches,  similar  to  dartres,  or  rather  to  pustules,  or 
venereal  eruptions,  but  a little  elevated.  There  were  on  each 
thigh,  five  or  six  tumors,  the  size  of  a hen’s  egg,  hai-d,  round 
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and  covered  with  a purple  skin,  with  psoric  pimples,  which 
itched  intolerably.  On  the  outward  part  of  tire  left  arm, 
there  was  situated  one  tumor  still  much  larger  than  the  others, 
but  of  the  same  nature,  differing  only  in  being  attended  with 
violent  pain.  This  patient  had  been  afflicted  with  these 
tumors  about  ten  w^eeks  before  he  came  to  the  hospital,  and 
he  assured  me,  he  had  never  had  any  of  them  anterior  to  the 
psoric  affection;  I therefore  looked  upon  that  affection  as  the 
cause  of  these  hard  swellings.  He  used  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment for  psora,  for  twelve  days,  but  instead  of  any  ameliora- 
tion of  the  swellings,  they  were  exaggerated,  and  that  of  the 
arm  became  more  painful.  He  used  also  during  the  twelve 
days,  eight  hot  baths,  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  each,  but 
they  served  only  to  weaken  him,  and  injure  his  appetite. 

In  this  state  he  was  left,  after  the  ordinary  treatment  of 
psora,  to  be  submitted  to  the  fumigation.  The  feeble  state 
of  this  individual,  the  loss  of  appetite,  and  his  general  health, 
having  been  as  much  impairecl  by  a long  and  fatiguing  cam- 
paign, as  by  disease  itself,  all  gave  reason  to  believe,  that  he 
could  not  be  supported  under  it,  for  on  the  23d  February, 
the  day  he  first  commenced  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  they 
were  obliged  to  carry  him  on  a litter.  During  the  first  seven 
days  he  only  used  one  per  day,  but  afterwards  when  his 
strength  and  appetite  were  improved,  he  used  two,  gradually 
increasing  the  heat  every  time.  Notwithstanding  the  fumi- 
gations caused  him  to  perspire  considerably,  he  recovered  his 
strength,  and  appetite  very  fast,  so  that  at  the  eighth,  he  was 
able  to  walk  to  the  apparatus  himself,  without  any  other  assist- 
ance than  a stick,  the  tumors  gradually  dispersed,  and  the 
pain  in  the  arm  disappeared.  On  the  9th  of  March,  he  had 
used  twenty  fumigations,  and  all  the  tumors  were  effaced,  the 
purple  colour  and  small  pimples  on  them  still  existing,  but  on 
the  12th  of  March  they  were  entirely  cured,  the  patient  liav- 
ing  then  used  twenty-six  fumigations.  He  discontinued  on 
the  16'th  March,  after  thirty-four  fumigations,  and  the  cure 
was  complete. 

' (Signed)  Delaporte  & Rufin. 

Case  25.  An  inveterate  Dartrous  Affection  of  the  Skin^  which 
yielded  only  to  the  successive  Use  of  the  Fumigations,  and  in- 
ternal Exhibition  of  Mercury.  By  M.  Demangeon,  D.M.P, 
December  2Sth  l8ll. — Mans.  N , aged  38,  address- 

ed himself  to  me,  for  the  cure  of  an  eruption,  of  small  red 
pustules,  of  a pruriginous  nature.  "i’hey  attacked  more 
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particularly  the  scrotum,  the  glans  penis,  prepuce,  and  the 
internal  part  of  the  thiglis,  though  they  had  not  spared  the 
legs,  arms,  and  face,  inside  the  mouth,  and  on  the  gums,  in- 
side the  lips,  palms  of  the  hands,  and  soles  of  the  feet,  and 
part  of  the  head.  These  frequently  detached  themselves,  leav- 
ing under  the  desquamation,  a lively  discolouration  of  the  skin. 

The  eruption  on  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  soles  of  the 
feet,  was  lasting,  but  that  of  the  otlier  parts  of  the  body 
occasionally  disappeared  and  returned  again,  more  especially, 
if  the  patient  departed  from  his  usual  temperate  way  of 
living,  and  drank  more  freely  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  other 
heating  things. 

These  pustules  seemed  to  take  on  three  different  stages 
before  they  disappeared ; the  first  little  hard  tubercles,  they 
next  became  soft  and  white  oa  their  surface,  and  lastly 
of  a red  copper  colour,  Mons,  N was  in  other  re- 

spects, in  good  health,  and  not  prevented  from  pursuing 
his  commercial  affairs,  having  a good  appetite,  nis  sleep 
generally  undisturbed,  and  suffering  little  inconvenience,  ex- 
cept from  a sore  throat.  He  informed  me,  that  at  the  age  of 
18,  being  in  the  armyj  he  was  afflicted  with  psora,  which  he 
had  removed  during  the  winter,  by  the  use  of  an  ointment, 
without  any  precaution,  that  about  two  years  before  he  ad- 
dressed himself  to  me,  he  was  afflicted  with  Bcveral  red  in- 
flamed spots  on  the  palate,  of  an  apthous  form,  which  imme- 
diately yielded  to  a gargle  of  syr.  jnori.  Some  months  after- 
wards, a complaint  afflicted  him  at  the  roots  of  the  nails,  and  on 
his  fingers,  and  the  nails  divided  themselves  in  longitudinal 
cracks;  there  also  followed  some  pustules  and  pimples,  in  di- 
vers parts  of  the  body.  In  1810,  Mons,  N contracted 

a gonorrhoea,  and  addressed  himself  to  a practitioner  in  the 
c“apital,  much  in  repute  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  com- 
plaints. This  practitioner  cured  the  gonorrhoea,  but  was  un- 
able to  eradicate  the  periodical  eruption,  which  1 have  been 
speaking  of,  notwithstanding  he  pursued  three  different  plans 
of  treating  it,  oneconsisted  of  the  use  of  syrup  of  Cuissimier,  with 
the  oxygenated  muriate  of  mercury ; the  dose  of  this  was  car- 
ried to  thirty  grains,  It  was  after  this,  that  Mons.  N 

addressed  himself  to  me,  in  the  state  I have  described.  I 
learnt  from  him,  that  he  hod  a sister  afflicted  with  a cutane- 
ous affection  of  the  dartrous  kind,  and  that  he  Avas  certain  the 
disease  was  not  contagious,  never  having  communicated  it  to 
his  wife.  His  business  exposed  him  to  frequent  perspira- 
tions, and  in  that  state,  frequently  to  enter  into  a cold  maga- 


Cutaneous  Affections.  81 

zinc  (warehouse)  where  he  found  himself  exposed  to  currents 
of  air.  The  lassitudes  he  experienced  might  perhaps,  with 
more  foundation,  be  attributed  to  these  perspirations  and  ex- 
ercise of  his  business,  than  to  a scorbutic  diathesis. 

The  unsuccessful  antisyphilitic  treatment,  which  he  had 
undergone,  by  an  experienced  practitioner,  irritatively,  an 
anterior  psora,  treated  during  the  severe  cold  of  winter,  with- 
out precaution,  the  unequal  perspirations  to  which  he  was  ex- 
posed, the  dartrous  affection  with  which  his  sister  had  been 
afflicted,  the  complaint  not  being  infectious,  its  periodical 
return,  the  means  which  arrested  its  progress,  or  exasperated 
it,  convinced  me,  that  these  eruptions  were  of  an  herpetic 
character,  and  I accordingly  treated  them  with  depurative 
drinks,  the  internal  use  of  sulphur  and  tart,  potassi,  and  oc- 
casionally lukewarm  baths,  with  an  addition  to  each  of  two  oz. 
of  sulph.  potass.  The  first  bath  brought  out  some  small  red 
pimples,  over  the  whole  body,  but  the  patient  was  relieved  from 
some  internal  pains,  which  he  had  experienced ; this  ease  might 
have  been  obtained,  at  least  partly  so,  by  the  internal  use  of 
an  equal  portion  of  China  rhubarb,  and  lap.  sulph.,  mixed  up 
with  a sufficient  quantity  of  extract  of  fire  coals  to  make  six- 
ty pills,  of  these  the  patient  took  six  every  morning,  and 
evening,  which  had  the  effect  of  loosening  the  bowels. 

As  the  state  of  the  eruption  on  the  head  was  still  the  same, 
notwithstanding  he  had  used  twenty-five  sulphurous  baths, 
in  which  the  patient  was  ordered  to  wash  himself  well,  and  as 
he  now  began  to  find  himself  very  weak,  I prescribed  a solu- 
tion of  12  grains  of  muriate  of  mercury,  and  the  same 
quantity  of  cerussa  acetata,  in  a pint  of  distilled,  with  the 
addition  of  two  ounces  of  alcohol  of  lavendei',  and  gi  of 
borax,  directing  the  patient  to  employ  one  or  two  spoonfuls 
to  wet  some  linen  and  rub  on  the  head  every  morning  and 
evening.  This  lotion  had  the  effect  of  speedily  removing  the 
redness  and  dryness  of  the  head.  I continued  Its  use,  omitting 
the  spirits  of  lavender  and  borax,  and  increasing  the  hydrarg. 
miiriat.  two  mains;  this  efiectually  cured  tlie  head;  two 
small  spots  only  now  and  then  returned,  which  always  disap- 
peared on  using  the  pomade  I shall  presently  speak  of;  and  the 
hair  reUx)k  its  natural  supineness  and  colour.  It  was 
21st  March,  1812,  that  I prescribed  the  pills  and  sulphurous 
baths,  and  27th  April  following,  1 began  with  the  lotion,  and 
in  the  middle  of  .June  there  Avas  no  more  redness  or  dryness 
on  the  head,  or  pustules  on  the  body,  after  this  the  strengUi 
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and  appetite  increased.  I ordered  him  some  aloetic  pills,  by 
way  of  a purge.  With  the  aloes,  I lost  sight  of  him  till  the 
23d  of  October,  when  he  came  to  consult  me  about  the  loss 
of  appetite,  with  a return  of  a slight  redness  of  the  hands,  on 
the  legs,  and  thighs.  The  patient  was  unable,  conveniently,  to 
re-use  the  sulphurous  baths.  To  re-establish  the  stomach, 
I prescribed  the  use  of  temperate  drinks,  flor.  sulph.  with  the 
extract  of  bitters  in  strong  doses,  and  made  him  drinks  with 
alkaline  and  sulphurous  ingredients,  and  the  use  of  the  pha- 
gadenic  lotions.  In  November,  his  health  was  much  improv- 
ed. In  January  I8l3,  he  returned  to  inform  me,  that  some 
red  perspirable  sjxits  had  re-appeared  on  the  thighs  and  on  the 
head.  1 ordereef  these  spots  to  be  rubbed  with  a pomade, 
composed  of  oxy-muriat.  hydr.  8 grains,  cerussa  acetat.  16 
grains,  flor.  sulph.  1 dr.  mel.  1 ounce.  On  examining  this 
patient  l4th  May  following,  nothing  remained  on  the  head, 
and  no  pimples  nave  since  appeared,  at  least  very  few  spots. 
He  passed  the  summer  without  being  much  incommoded  by 
them,  and  employed  no  other  remeay,  to  the  few  dartrous 
eruptions,  which  did  appear,  than  the  phagadenic  lotion,  and 
occasionally  a pomade,  composed  of  six  grains  of  d’oxi-mu- 
riat.  of  mercury,  16  grains  of  cerussa  acetata,  and  half  an 
ounce  of  axung. 

In  January' 1814,  a kind  of  scaly  dartrous  complaint  ap- 
peared on  the  skin,  for  which  1 persuaded  him  to  take  some 
flor.  sulph.  in  milk  every  morning.  In  April,  I prescribed  for 
him  two  drachms  of  extract  of  guaiacum,  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  bitter  extract,  half  a drachm  of  aloes,  and  a scruple  of 
sulph.  aur.  antimon.  made  into  72  pills;  of  these  he  took  three 
every  moniing  and  evening.  These  pills  loosened  the  bowels, 
and  Improved  his  health,  appetite,  and  digestion,  and  re- 
moved the  eruption,  except  on  the  hands,  v^iich  has  never 
disappeared.  This  patient  then  put  himself  under  the  care 
of  a man,  who  pretended  to  have  a specific  for  the  cure  of 
dartroug  affections  of  the  skin,  and  also  for  syphilis.  These 
specifics  did  not  alter  the  eruption  for  the  better. 

About  the  beginning  of  July  1814,  Mons.  N con- 

sulted me,  respecting  the  fumigations,  which  had  been  used 
by  Dr.  Gales  for  about  two  years,  for  the  cure  of  similar  dis- 
eases ; and  their  salutary  effects  having  been  substantiated  on 
many  patients,  I recommended  him  to  make  use  of  them. 

Mons.  N used  about  eighty  fumigations,  and  they 

had  given  him  more  strength,  appetite,  agihty  and  sleep,  but 
had  not  altered  the  state  ^ of  his  liands,  and  the  com- 
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plaint  had  now  extended  to  the  skin  and  soles  of  the  feet,  they 
nad  not  changed  the  aspect,  nor  dispersed  the  red  and  cop- 
pery spots,  or  removed  even  the  dry  eruptions. 

These  fumigations  having,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  cured 
very  formidable,  obstinate  dartrous  affections,  which  had  not 
yielded  to  the  ordinary  means  ; I req^uested  Drs.  Halle,  Le- 
roux  and  Gales,  to  see  the  patient,  and  they  advised  the  use  of 
mercury,  and  prescribed  for  him  the  solution  of  Van  Swieten, 
on  the  18th  November  last,  and  also  eight  grains  of  the  deuto 
muriate  of  mercury,  to  a pint  of  distilled  water ; of  this  one 
table  spoonful  was  directed  to  be  taken  morning  and  evening, 
in  a glass  of  cold  water,  with  a spoonful  of  the  syrup  of  the 
gum  of  sarsaparilla.  I'he  effect  of  this  medicine  was  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  urine,  but  it  did  not  affect  the  mouth 
or  gums  as  in  salivation.  After  he  had  used  it  fifteen  days, 
the  hands  had  returned  a little  towards  their  natural  state. 
The  perspirations  only  continued  the  first  week ; of  the  li- 
queur of  Van  Swieten,  he  took  five  half  bottles,  and  forty 
grains  of  the  muriate  of  mercury.  He  w^as  then  so  far  reco- 
vered, that  he  never  recollected  himself  to  have  been  in  better 
health,  and  is  now  able  to  take  his  usual  regimen  and  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  without  any  inconvenience, 

I merely  submit  these  observations  to  the  reflection  of  the 
intelligent  practitioner.  What  appears  to  me  interesting  in 
this  case  is,  that  the  sublimate  administered  by  a practitioner, 
well  instructed  in  his  profession,  was  unattended  with  any 
beneficial  effects,  until  after  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  which 
awoke  the  venereal  virus  existing  in  the  system,  notwith- 
standing, the  patient  had  never  neen  afflicted  with  any  of 
the  prominent  symptoms  of  syphilis.  This  disease  had  its 
periods  of  exacerbation,  as  common  dartres  have,  and  on 
this  account  it  gave  way  after  two  courses,  the  one  antidar- 
trous,  and  the  other  antisyphilitic.  Analogies  may  here  be 
permitted  to  be  made,  that  a syphilitic  affection,  after 
being  neutralized,  produces  an  herpetic  eruption,  or  a com- 
plication of  two  diseases,  the  one  founded  upon  the  other,  and 
will  always  prove  obstinate,  until  the  treatment  has  been 
founded  on  the  elements  of  each.  I leave  these  considera- 
tions to  the  more  bold  than  myself  to  determine. 

'fhe  l8th  February  I8l5. 

(Signed)  Dkmangeon. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

SEVERAL  CASES 

Of  Partial  and  Universal  Paralytic  Afectims,  Treated  and  Cured 
hy  the  Application  of  the  Fumigation. 


Case  1.  Hemiphlegla. 

Madame  Maicban,  68  years  of  age,  residing  at  No.  16.  St. 
Martin’s  street,  was  afflicted  with  hemiphlegia  on  the  right 
side.  In  the  month  of  October  1813,  this  patient  began  the 
use  of  the  fuiidgations,  and  on  the  same  day,  after  submitting 
to  the  first,  the  motion  in  the  fingers  and  hand,  were  partly 
re-established,  and  that  of  the  leg  returned  after  the  tenth 
application.  At  first,  Madame  Mauban  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  into  the  apparatus,  but  she  could  now  get  into  it  her- 
self. After  the  thirty-seventh,  the  whole  paralytic  side  ex- 
hibited a healthy  stale.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  fumiga- 
tions were  carried  to  the  fiftieth,  in  order  that  the  cure  might 
be  complete.  This  patient  used  the  fumigations  twice  a day. 
She  has  remained  perfectly  well  ever  since. 

Case  2.  Universal  Palsy. 

Madame  Royer,  57  years  of  age,  residing  at  No.  17.  St. 
Martin’s  street,  of  the  sick  guard,  was  attacked  in  the  month 
of  May  1814,  without  any  known  cause,  with  a general  or 
universal  palsy.  The  usual  remedies  were  used  for  three 
months,  without  any  benefit. 

This  patient  then  determined  to  try  the  effects  of  the  fu- 
migations, and  on  the  6th  July,  she  commenced  their  use. 
On  the  22d  of  August,  after  twentyrseven  applications,  she 
was  able  to  walk  without  any  impediment,  ana  to  employ  hei- 
self  constantly  at  her  needle.  Her  sleep  and  appetite  return- 
ed, after  the  first  few  days.  Flattered  at  the  great  benefit 
thus  derived,  she  suspended  for  a while  their  use,  but  Avas 
obliged  again  to  resume  them,  Avhen  she  obtained  a radical 
cure.  Dr.  Leroux,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Physic  of  Paris, 
and  many  other  physicians  ivitnesscd  the  state  of  this  patient, 
and  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  visiting  her  two  or  three 


Observations  on  several  Cases,  S^c.  85 

times  a week.  Professor  Halle  has  also  seen  her,  and  is  as- 
sured of  her  perfect  recovery. 

Case  S.  Hemiphlegia. 

A Soldier,  20  years  of  age,  who  was  wounded  in  the  wood 
of  Romain,  on  the  first  attack  of  the  city  of  Paris,  and  was 
for  three  days  and  three  nights  lyi^  on  the  earth,  without 
any  assistance,  was,  when  found,  afflicted  with  hemiphlegia, 
and  sent  to  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis.  Dr.  the  Professor 
Richerand,  at  the  wish  of  Dr.  Gales,  administered  the  fumi- 
gations. From  the  use  of  the  first,  he,  by  degrees,  recovered 
the  faculty  of  walking.  The  fumigations  occasioned  a gene- 
ral perspiration,  which  continued  till  the  twenty-second,  after 
this,  the  patient  was  quite  well,  discontinued  their  use,  and 
returned  to  his  regiment. 

Case  4.  Universal  Palsy. 

One  of  the  assistants,  at  shutting  up  of  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Louis,  50  years  of  age,  became  afflicted  in  June  18l4,  with  a 
typhus  fever,  which  then  prevailed  in  the  hospital.  This 
complaint  terminated  in  a universal  palsy  ; he  was  submitted 
to  the  fumigations,  and  became  gradually  better,  and  after 
using  about  forty,  they  conducted  him  to  a perfect  re-establish- 
ment of  his  health,  whicli  has  continued  ever  since. 

Case  5.  Palsy  qf  the  Ujyper  and  Lower  Extremities. 

Mons.  Dody,  a Swiss,  54  years  of  age,  confidential  servant 

to  Madame  de , residing  in  Demeurant  place,  de  la 

Ville  rF.veque,  Paris,  in  consequence  of  a long"  illness,  had 
been  for  about  two  months  afflicted  with  a complete  palsy  of 
the  upper  and  lower  extremities.  After  taking  the  advice  of 
Dr.  L’Erminier,  Physician  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  Tartra,  Sur- 
geon of  the  first  Dispensary,  he,  by  their  advice,  commenced 
the  fumigations  on  the  l2th  of  October  1814.  This  man  had 
been  subject  all  his  life  to  very  violent  headachs,  and  his  san- 
guine habit  had  been  exasperated  by  the  immoderate  use  of 
spirituous  liquors.  His  face  had  become  as  red  as  claret  or 
Burgundy,  and  frequently  inflamed.  He  had  suffered  much  in 
his  constitution  from  syphilitic  affections,  and  obstinate  rheu- 
matism; the  latter  hadi  attacked  the  whole  lower  extremities. 
What  perhaps  contributed  most  to  the  derangement  of  his 
health,  was  the  greatinquietudehe  laboured  under,  and  thecha- 
grin  he  had  met  with  from  the  circumstances  of  the  revolution, 
and  the  persecution  which  his  mistress  had  met  with.  About 
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the  middle  of  I8l4,  he  began  to  find  a marked  debility  in  the 
abdominal  region  and  viscera,  which  increased  by  degrees, 
without  any  known  physical  cause,  accompanied  with  a sen- 
sation of  ice,  (if  I may  use  the  expression),  in  the  loins,  pelvis, 
and  all  the  lower  extremities,  which  extended  to  the  feet,  and 
he  soon  found  himself  unable  to  make  any  use  of  his  legs. 
The  upper  extremities  did  not  fjul  to  become  affected  also  in 
the  same  manner.  He  could  move  his  arms,  but  was  unable 
to  open  his  tobacco-box,  or  take  up  a pen  to  write,  neither 
could  he  hold  a knife,  fork,  or  spoon,  and  was  totally  unable 
to  help  himself. 

Dr.  L’Erminier,  who  was  first  charged  w'ith  the  care  of 
this  patient,  conceived,  from  some  particular  symptoms,  that 
he  might  be  afflicted  with  an  old  and  degenerate,  syphilitic 
affection,  lurking  in  the  system,  and  on  which  the  other  affec- 
tions more  or  less  depended  ; tliese  symptoms  yielded  to  a 
mild  antisyphilitic  treatment,  but  the  palsy  in  the  extremities 
was  not  diminished.  He  was  then  treated  with  the  nse^  of 
various  and  the  best  indicated  tonics,  among  others  the  Sjpiri- 
tus  Mindererus  internally,  in  large  doses,  mso  volatile  alkali, 
camphire,  &c.  &c. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  three  months  after  the  inva- 
sion of  the  disease,  the  palsy  having  every  day  since,  made 
rapid  progress,  Dr.  *1  artra  called  a consultation,  when  it 
was  proposed,  either  to  employ  a very  active  treatment,  Iw 
the  reiterated  application  or  blisters,  synapisms  of  mustara, 
and  other  analogous  applications,  together  with  the  use  of  the 
most  powerful  tonics,  or  else  to  try  the  fumigations  alone, 
without  any  other  remedy.  The  consultants  were  well  aware, 
from  experience,  that  with  regard  to  the  first  method,  it  had 
very  seldom  arrested  the  progress  of  palsy,  and  that  it  was 
equally  disheartening  to  themselves,  and  the  patients  who 
were  generally  discharged  not  cured.  On  the  other  h^d,  the 
salut^  effect  of  the  fumigations  in  many  cases  of  palsy, 
hemiphlegia,  extreme  weakness  of  the  limbs,  and  in  rheuma- 
tism of  tlie  most  dangerous  and  inveterate  nature,  was  to 
them  weU  known,  and  they  therefore  determined  on  the 
of  the  latter  remedy  ; they  conceived  the  fumigations,  oi  winch 
the  uniform  effect  is  to  produce  copious  per.spiration,  might 
be  extremely  useful  to  this  patient.  In  fact,  a sensible  ame- 
lioralion  of  the  symptoms  soon  followed  their  use,  and  it  was 
brtTtwenty-tLJ  day,  when  the  patient  could  raise  him- 
self  out  of  bed,  to  place  himself  m the  apparatus , a * 
“L  ttae,  h.  had  revered  the  uae  of  hie  hngera,  «»d  coula 
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cured  hy  the  Fumigation. 

readily  open  his  snufF-box.  The  beneficial  use  of  the  fumi- 
crations  were  carried  to  the  number  of  seventy-five.  The  first 
day  he  only  used  one,  of  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  af- 
terwards, two  per  day,  and  continued  in  the  apparatus  for  an 
hour,  and  an  hour  anid  quarter.  This  patient  made  use  of  no 
other  curative  means  whatever.  He  has  since  pursued  his 
ordinary  occupations,  his  health  continues  good,  and  appears 
to  improve  by  time. 

(Signed)  Tartra. 

L’Ekminier  Si  Lucas. 


Note,  by  Drs.  Leroux,  Halle,  Lucas,  and  Tartra.  This 
patient  has  been  perfectly  restored  to  health  ever  since  25th 
March  I8l5. 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

SEVERAL  DISEASES 

Treated  tuccessfully,  by  the  Fumigation,  at  the  Clinical  Hospital 

at  Paris. 

Collected  by  Mons.  Le  ROCHE,  Dr.  of  Physic. 

Dr.  Leroux,  Dean„and  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine, 
having  known  the  advantages  derived  in  many  diseases, 
from  the  use  of  the  fumigations,  caused  two  temporary  ap- 
paratuses to  be  fitted  up  at  the  Clinical  Hospital,  after  the 
one  invented  by  Dr.  Gales,  to  convince  himself  more  fully, 
of  the  efficacy  of  this  new  remedy.  This  establishment, 
where  so  much  care  and  attention  is  paid  to  the  patients, 
presented  a certain  opportunity  of  meeting  this  end.  The 
patients  who  were  to  be  submitted  to  their  use,  were  re- 
moved from  all  causes  which  could  intermeddle  with  their 
treatment,,  that  regularity  might  be  observed,  and  a more 
just  result  given  to  the  observations  and  effects  of  the  fumi- 
gation. 

Ca^e  V.  Gout  with  Nodosities. 

Anthony. Nicholas  C*  ♦ • 22  years  of  age,  had  been  af- 

flicted'ever  since  the  age  of  15,  with  rheumatic  pains.  He 
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made  the  campai^  of  l8l2,  1813,  and  1814.  In  bivouac, 
often,  during  the  siege  of  Magdebourg.  In  l8l2,  lie  contracted 
a gonorrhoea,  and  syphilitic  ulcer  on  the  glans,  for  which  he 
M'as  treated  at  the  Hospital  of  Lisle,  with  a preparation  of 
sublimate.  In  September  l8l4,  he  contracted  at  Cologne,  a 
new  gonorrhoea,  with  venereal  ulcer.  • These  he  treated  with 
slight  remedies,  and  they  left  him.  On  his  return  to  Paris, 
(his  native  country),  by  the  abuse  of  sjiirituous  liquors  and  ex- 
cess of  the  table,  the  gonorrhoea  soon  re-appeared.  At  the 
end  of  that  month,  pain  in  the  legs,  and  above  all,  the  inside 
of  the  calves,  came  on  very  violent;  these  pains  increasing, 
particularly  in  the  joints,  he  went  into  the  Hospital  Les  V e- 
neriens.  On  the  4th  of  January  l8l6,  three  months  after 
the  commencement  of  this  illness,  the  following  symptoms 
presented  themselves violent  pain,  accompanied  ivith  in- 
flammation of  the  joints,  particularly  the  shoulder  and  clavicle, 
elbow,  and  those  of  the  hand  of  the  right  side.  Nodosities 
the  size  of  a pigeon’s  egg,  existed  on  the  joints  of  the  wrist 
and  hand,  the  same  symptoms  existed  on  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, particularly  the  internal  part  of  the  calves  of  the  legs  and 
lieels.  The  pains  were  particularly  violent  in  the  night,  espe- 
cially when  the  patient  attempted  to  move  himself  in  bed. 
From  thence,  until  the  20th  of  January,  the  patient  made 
use  of  sudorific  drinks,  and  rubbed  the  painful  parts  with  vo- 
latile liniment.  These  means  at  first  somewhat  alleviated 
the  pains,  but  they  soon  returned  with  greater  violence.  This 
day,  they  began  to  administer  the  solution  of  Van  Swieten. 
On  the  31st,  the  pains  and  swelling  had  considerably  dimi- 
nished, these  however  returned  in  the  first  few  days  of  Febru- 
ary, accompanied  with  violent  pain  in  the  occipital  bones  of 
ibe  head.  In  tlie  beginning  6i  March,  the  swelling  of  the 
feet  disappeared  in  part,  by  the  use  of  the  warm  bath,  and 
the  pain  of  the  hands  diminished,  this,  however,  %vas  but  mo- 
mentary, for  it  soon  became  more  intense. 

About  the  27th  of  March,  this  patient,  was  for  the  first 
time  submitted  to  tbe  fumigation;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  after  the  first  application,  he  could  move  his  fingers  with 
more  ease.  On  the  3lst  of  March,  the  swelling  of  ^e  joints 
was  considerably  diminished.  On  the  3d  of  April,  and  day 
following,  the  pain  of  the  calves  of  the  legs,  and  several  of 
the  joints  had  diminished,  the  motion  of  the  fingers,  and 
that  of  the  ancles,  became  more  free,  and  the  swelling  of  the 
parts  much  abated. 

On  the  1 2th  of  April,  after  the  eighteenth  fumigation,  of 


treated  at  the  Clinical  Hospital.  89 

an  hour  each,  the  joints  of  the  hands  had  resumed  their  na- 
tural size,  the  patient  could  move  all  his  fingers,  and  walked 
about  every  day,  without  experiencing  any  pains.  He  was 
discharged  from  the  Clinical  Hospital  on  the  29th  of  April, 
perfectly  cured,  after  having  used  thirty-two  fumigations. 
The  nodosities  had  also  entirdy  subsided. 

Case  2.  Excoriated  Dartrous  Ulcer,  situated  on  the  Nose. 

J.  B.  F , 42  years  of  age,  of  a lymphatic  habit,  but 

good  constitution,  born  at  Metre,  Department  of  the  Moselle, 
where  he  exercised  the  profession  of  a pastry-cook.  His  fa- 
ther, brother,  and  sister,  had  been  afflicted  wdth  dartrous  af- 
fections. At  the  age  of  35,  (7  years  ago,)  the  patient,  after 
some  excesses  at  the  table,  ancf  with  females,  was  attacked 
with  embarrassed  symptoms  of  the  stomach,  and  swelling  of 
the  genitals,  which  disappeared  immediately  after  the  use  of 
an  emetic,  diluting  drinks,  and  cold  water  applied  externally 
and  inconsiderately  to  the  scrotum.  A small  ulcer  soon  ma- 
nifested itself  on  the  palate  of  the  mouth;  this  spread  rapidly, 
but  healed,  leaving  only  a scar,  after  undergoing  a course  of 
mercury  for  three  months. 

In  the  year  iSll,  a red  pustule  of  a circumscribed  form, 
as  large  as  a pea,  developed  itself  on  the  forehead,  at  first 
painful,  but  afterwards  became  pruriginous  (itched),  to  such 
a degree,  tliat  the  patient  was  unable  to  sleep.  This  indu- 
ced him  to  rub  the  skin  off  the  pustule,  when  it  discharged  an 
acrimonious  pus,  and  so  corroded  the  surrounding  skin,  that 
a large  aggi-avated  ulcer  was  the  consequence.  The  sur- 
rounding integuments  were  hard,  and  covered  with  small  mi- 
liary pustules.  No  other  means  were  used  to  arrest  the  pro- 

fress  of  this  ulcer,  than  the  application  of  fresh  butter,  but  it 
ealed  up.  During  the  year  181 2,  this  patient  suffered  much 
from  violent  pains  in  the  bones.  In  18l3,  a new  pustule  ap- 
peared on  the  bridge  of  the  nose,  which  degenerated  into  an 
ulcer  of  the  same  appearance  and  character,  as  the  one  which 
had  before  existed  on  the  forehead,  and  the  bones  of  the  nose 
soon  became  carious.  In  1814,  another  ulcer  of  equal  viru- 
lence, preceded  by  a pustule,  affected  the  right  nostril,  and 
much  altered  the  shape  and  figure  of  the  nose,  this  continued 
stationary,  until  I8l5,  Avhen  it  attacked  the  left  wing  of  the 
nostrils,  divided  its  lateral  cartilages,  and  spread  rapidly  to 
the  left  aide  of  the  upper  lip.  Mercurials,  sudorifics,  and 
sulphurous  baths  were  tried  in  vain.  The  progress  of  the 

disease  rapidly  increasing,  F came  to  Paris  in  the 
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niontlvof  Marcli  I8l5,  and  presented  himself  at  the  Hotel 
Jabach,  the  house  of  Dr.  Gales,  to  advise  on  his  case.  Drs. 
Leroux  and  Halle,  also  saw  this  patient,  and  ad\’ised  the  fu- 
migation, which  they  had  before  witnessed  to  succeed  in  the 
cure  ol’  similar  diseases.  Thirty-three  fumigations  were  used 
with  some  advantage.  The  patient  entered  into  the  Clinical 
Hospital  3d  April,  same  year,  and  submitted  to  the  same 
treatment.  His  nose  had  the  porous  ulcerated  appearance  of  a 
sponge,  and  almost  twice  its  natural  size,  as  red  as  deep  wine, 
and  in  various  ridges  and  ulcers.  The  ulceration  of  the  la- 
teral cartilages  and  bridge,  obstructed  the  breathing  through 
the  nostrils.  The  ulcer  was  accompanied  with  excessive  heat 
and  itching,  and  the  feetor  unbearable.  The  mucus  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth  was  of  a livid  red,  the  breath  also  foetid, 
and  the  voice  so  altered,  as  to  render  pronunciation  unintelli- 
gible. Until  the  eighth  fumigation  at  the  Clinical,  little 
advantage  was  perceived.  The  nose  then  began  to  diminish 
in  size,  the  pruriginous  pains  ceased,  the  ulcers  decreased, 
and  the  ichorous  discharge  abated.  After  the  twentieth,  the 
upper  lip,  which  had  been  considerably  enlarged,  was  reduced 
to  its  ordinary  size.  At  the  thirtieth  fumigation,  there  was 
a slight  psoritbrm  eruption  on  the  arms  and  thighs,  and  in 
the  evening  a slight  fever.  This  was  the  forerunner  of  a ra- 
pid amelioration  of  the  symptoms,  the  appetite  returned,  and 
the  flying  pains,  which  had  troubled  the  patient  in  the  ex- 
tremities, chest,  and  pelvis,  entirely  disappeared.  The  cure 
proceeded  progressively,  during  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  cure,  it  having  been  fully  ascer- 
tained that  the  disease  had  originated  from  venereal  infection, 
the  liqueur  of  Van  Swieten  was  employed  conjointly  with  the 
fumigations.  This  treatment  produced  those  beneficial  effects 
which  might  be  expected,  the  ulcers  healed  up  gradually,  and 
the  patient  was  discharged  from  the  hospital,  July  27th  1815, 
perfectly  cured. 

The  infusion  of  chamomile,  the  use  of  sudorific  drinks,  the 
liqueur  of  Van  Swieten,  and  one  hundred  and  eight  fumi- 
gations, were  the  only  remedies  employed  in  the  cure  of  this 
disease,  w'hich  had  resisted  every  other  means. 

Case  3,  Palsy  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Extremities,  tvith 
Contraction  of  the  Flexor  Muscles  of  the  Fingers. 

Madame  M.  M.  P , 27  years  of  age,  of  a temperate 

sanguine  habit,  and  good  constitution,  born  at  Macon,  de- 
partment of  the  Seine  and  Oise,  had  been  in  the  habit,  from 
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tlie  age  of  15,  to  work  in  the  fields  during  eight  months  of 
the  year.  At  the  age  of  25,  the  severity  of  the  weather 
brouglit  upon  her  severe  pains,  and  swellings  in  all  the  upper 
part  of  the  legs  and  left  KX)t,  for  which  she  was  placed  under 
the  care  of  a surgeon,  who  advised  the  use  of  discutient  lini- 
ments, and  locally  bathing  the  limbs  in  a decoction  of  aroma- 
tic herbs.  These  means  were  uselessly  employed  for  four 
months.  In  October  1813,  she  was  obliged  to  work  in  a 
damp  dwelling,  the  disease  then  became  more  severe.  The 
motion  of  the  joints  of  the  knees,  and  ancles,  became  almost 
suspended;  to  this  succeeded  a violent  contraction  of  the 
muscles  of  the  back  of  one  leg,  from  the  thigh  to  the  foot, 
running  in  a direct  line.  In  November,  she  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  a pain  in  the  shoulders,  which  extended  with 
rapidity  to  all  the  bones  of  the  thorax.  These  were  succeed- 
ed by  swellings,  and  a total  loss  of  motion  of  the  upper  and 
lower  extremities.  The  use  of  baths,  blisters  between  the 
shoulders,  and  frictions  of  the  limbs,  were  used  without 
success. 

Admitted,  l6th  February  I8l5,  as  an  in-door  patient,  in 
the  Clinical  Hospital  of  the  Faculty.  The  following  symp- 
toms presented  themselves,  in  addition  to  those  already  re- 
lated : — a fixed  and  continual  pain  along  the  whole  column 
of  the  vertebrae  of  the  spine.  A sensation  of  universal  cold- 
ness, and  loss  of  sensibility  in  the  limbs.  A complete  flexion 
or  contraction  of  the  fingers  and  palms  of  the  hands,  and  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  being  understood,  in  consequence  of 
the  faultering  of  the  voice. 

This  patient  was  first  treated  by  the  use  of  baths,  sudorific 
drinks  and  friction  of  the  limbs,  and  a resolutive  liniment,  all 
without  obtaining  any  sensible  amelioration  of  the  symptoms. 

27th  March,  P was  submitted  to  the  fumigations. 

The  first  occasioned  but  a very  little  perspiration,  although  the 
heat  was  carried  to  a very  high  degree.  At  the  use  of  the 
second,  the  perspiration  was  more  abundant,  and  from  this 
moment,  the  pains  in  the  back  were  abated,  and  also  those  in 
the  limbs,  and  the  patient  could  slowly  move  the  fingers. 
The  third  fumigation,  produced  a copious  perspiration,  and 
the  patient  could  now  walk  with  the  assistance  of  a stick,  the 
motion  of  the  legs  having  improved.  After  the  fourth  fumi- 
gation, the  patient  felt  no  pains  in  the  day,  and  only  some  oc- 
casional pains  when  moving  in  bed,  and  the  rest  was  now 
undisturued.  After  the  fifth  fumigation,  the  patient  was  able 
to  walk  up  and  down  stairs,  without  assistance,  or  experienc- 
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ing  any  pain,  and  the  motion  of  her  fingers  had  so  much  im- 
j)rovecf,  tnat  she  could  dress  herself  without  help.  A fter  the 
sixth,  she  could  use  her  needle,  and  the  hmbs  had  acquired 
the  same  degree  of  strength  as  before  the  illness. 

After  the  eighth  fumigation,  P enjoyed  the  motion 

of  all  the  limbs,  her  appetite  and  sleep  improved,  the  month- 
ly evacuations  which  had  been  obstructed,  now  re-appeared. 
The  fumigations  were  suspended  for  seven  days,  ana  resum- 
ed on  the  15th,  they  were  continued  till  the  29th  of  April,  at 
which  time,  she  was  perfectly  well,  and  went  out  of  the  hos- 
pital. 

This  patient  re-entered  the  hospital,  20th  June  in  the  same 
year,  afflicted  with  a sciatic  pain  of  the  right  hip,  which  she 
had  contracted  by  sitting  on  the  damp  ground.  She  went 
out  of  the  hospital  cured  of  this  new  disease,  after  using 
eighteen  fumigations,  without  the  use  of  any  other  curative 
means. 

Case  4.  Rheumatic  Gout. 

Francis  M ,33  years  of  age,  entered  the  Clinical  Hos- 

pital 28th  April  1815,  for  the  cure  of  the  Rheumatism,  which 
he  had  been  afflicted  with  for  two  years.  The  disease  more 
particularly  existed  in  all  the  joints,  and  the  pains  were  al- 
ways increased,  when  the  patient  became  warm  in  bed,  or  on 
change  of  weather. 

This  patient  was  submitted  to  the  fumigations  on  entering 
the  hospital.  They  first  augmented  the  swellings  of  the  joints, 
but  after  the  eiglith,  the  swelling  and  pains  were  diminished. 
This  state  of  amelioration  of  the  symptoms,  continued  until 
the  fifteenth  fumigation,  when  the  swelling  of  the  joints  re- 
appeared. Emollient  applications  were  then  used  with  the 
fumigations,  these  were  followed  by  abundant  perspiration 
and  disappearance  of  the  swellings.  He  was  also  ordered, 
before  he  left  the  hospital,  to  use  four  common  baths.  From 
the  2b' th  of  July,  the  day  he  left  the  hospital,  he  has  had  no 
return  of  the  complaint. 

Case  7. 

Sciatic  complaint  of  the  hipJoint,  cured  by  thirty-six  fumi- 
gations, and  tne  application  or  a blister. 

Case  8.  Hemiphlegia,  or  Palsy  of  the  Side. 

Peter  John  H , was  afflicted  with  hemiphlegia  on 

the  right  side ; after  this,  he  had  a strong  apoplectic  attack, 
which  was  treated  as  such,  at  the  Clinical  Hospital ; he  then 
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used  fifteen  fumigations,  and  went  out  perfectly  cured  of  the 
paralytic  complaint. 

Case  9. 

Hcmiphlegla  of  the  left  side,  accompanied  with  a degree  of 
loss  of  the  intellectual  faculties.  This  patient  went  out  of  the 
hospital  cured,  after  using  fifty-six  fumigations,  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  intellectual  faculties  followed  those  of  the  use 
of  his  limbs. 

Case  10.  Rheumatism.  \ 

Adelaide  for  six  years  afflicted  with 

rheumatic  pains.  He  was  submitted  at  the  Clinical  Hospital 
to  the  fumigations,  and  was  discharged  cured  after  using 
thirty-tliree. 

Case  11.  Sciatica. 

Charles  Francis  L , afflicted  with  a sciatic  affection 

of  .the  uerves  of  the  hip  joint,  was  submitted  l5tli  July  1 8l5, 
to  the  fumigations;  After  using  twenty-one,  he  was  discharg- 
ed 5th  August,  cured. 

Case  12.  Crusty,  Dartroiis,  Affection  of  the  Skin. 

Mary  B , affected  with  a crusty  dartrous  complaint 

of  the  skin,  with  deep  gashes  in  the  hands,  was  submitted  to 
the  fumigations,  2d  June  1815.  After  using  thirty-two,  she 
was  discharged  perfectly  cured. 

Case  13.  Hemiphlegia,  or  Palsy  of  the  Side. 

Mary  Clotilda  B , a widow  woman,  aged  fifty  and  a 

half  years,  was  attacked  with  apoplexy  in  the  beginning  of 
February  I8l5,  which  was  soon  succeeded  by  palsy  of  the 
right  arm,  and  lower  limb  of  the  same  side.  Copious  bleed- 
ing at  the  left  arm,  leeches  on  the  arms^  bathing  the  feet  with 
strong  synapisms,  an  emetic,  the  application  of  blisters  to  the 
neck,  and  right  leg,  were  unsuccessfully  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  arouse  this  patient  out  of  the  lethargy,  into  which 
she  was  thrown.  The  use  of  a moxa  on  the  left  parietal 
region,  and  the  friction  with  the  ammoniacal  liniment,  ap- 
peared to  be  tlie  only  remedies  which  had  any  advantageous 
influence  over  the  disease,  but  the  palsy  of  the  side  remained, 
and  the  patient  went  into  the  Clinical  Hospital,  21st  April 
following,  to  be  submitted  to  the  fumigations.  The  follow- 
ing symptoms  then  presented : — distortion  of  the  left  side, 
and  pf  the  mouth  and  tongue,  difficulty  in  articulation,  loss 
^ of  memory,  and  in  short,  the  whole  intellectual  functions  de- 
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ranged,  a tumefaction,  and  complete  loss  of  motion  of  all  the 
right  extremities,  permanent  flexion,  or  contraction  of  the  fin- 
gers in  the  palm  of  the  hand.  After  thirty  fumigations,  the 
leg  was  reduced  to  its  ordinary  size,  the  patient  began  to  re- 
cover the  use  of  the  fingers,  the  speech  still  continued  inter- 
rupted. At  the  thirty-fourth  fumigation,  the  patient  could 
lift  the  hand  to  the  head.  From  this  time,  till  7 th  of  Au- 
gust, the  day  on  which  the  patient  left  the  hospital,  nothing 
particular  occurred,  except  a violent  pain  in  the  lumbar 
region,  to  which  fomentations  were  applied ; this  pain  seems 
to  have  been  the  prelude  to  the  cure  of  the  patient.  The 
memory  and  intellectual  faculties  returned  with  the  motion 
of  the  limbs,  and  she  was  discharged  cured,  after  using  be- 
tween seventy  and  eighty  fumigations. 

Concluded  these  experiments  at  the  l3th  Case. 

(Signed)  Leroux. 
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MADE  BY 

Dr.  LEROUX,  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medi- 
cine of  Paris,  and  Professors  HALLE,  ANTHONY,  DU- 
BOIS, PINELL,  andDUPUYTREN 

The  fumigation  which  Dr.  Gales  first  brought  into  use,  in 
the  practice  of  physic,  to  heal  diseases  of  the  ^In,  is  a reme- 
dy, which  in  most  instances,  has  been  attended  with  more  ef- 
ficacy than  others  which  have  been  usually  employed  up  to 
the  present  time,  such  as  the  juices  and  apozems  to  which  they 
give  the  names  of  depuratives,  the  internal  and  external  use 
of  mercury,  the  prepaj-ations  of  antimony  and  sulphur,  under 
various  forms,  as  bouses,  pastilcs,  natural  and  artificial  sul- 
^ phurous  baths  and  drinks,  &c. 

The  advantages  Avhich  we  have  seen  derived,  from  Dr. 
Gales’  method,  are  founded  on  observations,  to  Avliich  we 
have  been  eye  witness.  Many  patients  Avho  have  been  the 
subjects,  had  been  treated  unsuccessfully  by  the  different 
other  remedies  we  have  before-mentioned,  paiticularly  by  the 
sulphurous  baths  and  drinks. 

This  new  method,  moreover,  jiresents  two  important  points 
in  the  practice  of  physic,  as  it  respects  herpetic  affections  j 
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for  hereditary  diseases  have  been  cured  by  it,  even  the  here- 
ditary dartres  which  had  existed  from  an  early  age,  and  seem- 
ed to  he  incurable  from  the  long  continuance  of  the  disease, 
and  its  inherence  to  the  economy  of  the  patient.  Some  of 
these  patients  who  had  been  treated  by  a great  number  of 
remedies,  and  had  despaired  of  recovery,  were  radically  cur- 
ed by  this  method. 

We  have  witnessed  also,  diseases  of  the  skin,  arising  from 
venereal  virus,  cases  which  had  not  yielded  to  sudorifics  and 
mercury,  administered  under  a variety  of  forms,  and  different 
times,  quickly  cured  by  an  antisyphilitic  treatment,  when  the 
patients  had  been  previously  submitted  to  the  fumigation. 

This  remedy,  wnich  appears  to  convey  an  exciting  effect  to 
the  lymphatic  system,  has  been  employed  by  Dr.  Gales,  to 
counteract  such  affections  as  seem  to'  depend  on  a want 
of  tone  in  the  system,  as  scrophulous,  and  certmn  other 
swellings. 

Dr.  Gales  has  also  been  conducted  by  his  experiments,  to 
employ  this  remedy  in  cases  of  gout,  rheumatism,  and  palsy, 
and  often  with  great  success. 

We  have  witnessed,  however,  that  the  effects  of  the  fumi- 
gation has  not  been  so  constant  in  the  cure  of  gout,  as  in  dis- 
eases of  the  skin ; notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  gouty 
patients,  who  have  found  relief  from  its  use,  and  the  many 
that  have  been  radically  cured ; and  above  all,  when  the 
gout  is  atonic,  and  of  long  continuance,  and  where  the  pa- 
tient has  believed  he  should  not  be  cured. 

Dr.  Gales  has,  by  his  method,  readily  cured  rheumatic  af- 
fections, more  especially,  as  in  gout,  when  the  disease  has  as- 
sumed a chronic  character. 

I'he  success  of  the  fumigation  has  appeared  more  uniform 
in  the  cure  of  palsy,  even  when  this  affection  has  succeeded 
that  of  apoplexy. 

In  stating  the  result  of  our  observations,  as  well  as  from 
the  avowal  of  Dr.  Gales,  we  fear  not  to  assert  the  inefficacy 
of  the  employment  of  the  fumigation  in  some  coses,  but  the 
constancy  of  the  effects  which  we  have  experienced  from  it  in 
curing  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  the  advantages  which  have 
already  been  derived  from  the  practice,  in  the  treatment'  of 
other  diseases ; advantages,  which  time  and  new  experiments 
may  yet  extend,  all  conjoin  to  dispose  us  in  favour  of  this 
method,  we  ought,  however,  to  observe,  that  if  the  success  at- 
tending its  use,  has  not  always  been  the  same,  the  innpcency 
of  the  application  has  not  been  attended  with  any  prejudicial 
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consequences.  We  merely  state  these  precautions,  resulting 
from  tlie  immediate  effects,  that  every  practitioner  may  be  en- 
abled to  form  a true  judgment  of  the  nature  of  tlieni. 

(Signed)  Leuoux. 

Halle. 

Anthony  Dubois. 
Pin  ELL. 

Dui^u  Y TEEN. 


JUSTIFICATIVE  PIECES. 

No.  1. 

Hospital  of  St.  Louis. 

I,  the  undersigned  Agent  and  Superintendant  of  the  Hos- 
pital of  St.  Louis,  certify,  that  out  of  335  patients  afflicted 
with  psora,  treated  and  cured  by  the  fumigation,  and  sub- 
stantiated by  Messrs,  the  Drs.  De  Lapcrt  and  Rufin,  Physi- 
cian and  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  this  Hospital,  there  remained 
but  one  only,  of  the  name  of  Barry  uncured,  who  entered  the 
Hospital  on  the  31st  OctoberlSlS,  and  re-entered  five  months 
afterwards,  for  the  same  compldint. 

(Signed)  Bailly. 

Paris,  3d  May  1815. 


No.  2. 

Paris,  May  1st,  1815.  • 

The  Members  of  the  Central  Beaureau  of  admission  into 
Civil  Hospitals  of  Paris,  declare,  that  by  virtue  of  the  decree 
ifarrHt)  of  the  General  Council  of  Civil  Hospitals  of  Paris, 
of  the  l7th  of  March  last,  they  have  since  that  time  selected 
every  week,  the  patients  most  seriously  afflicted  with  psora, 
to  be  submitted  to  the  treatment  of  the  fumigation,  which 
psoric  patients  have  been  directed,  ad  hoc,  to  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Louis. 

(Signed)  Chamsru  Prat 


No.  S. 

Report  made  to  the  Council  General  of  Civil  Hospitals  of 
Paris,  hi)  Dr.  Mourgue,  one  ^ its  Members,  specialty 
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charged  liAtli  the  superintendance  of  the  Hospital  (f  St. 

Louis,  Presented  at  a Meeting,  held  June  Sth  1813. 

Since  the  state  of  my  health  has  prevented  me  assisting  at 
your  interesting  meetings,  I have  been  presented  with  a cir- 
cumstance, which  has  given  me  the  satisfaction  of  contribut- 
ing to  a knowledge,  and  the  certain  means  of  quickly  curing 
affections  of  the  ^in,  and  many  other  diseases,  at  a small  ex- 
pence, not  only  in  France,  but  in  the  whole  habitable  worid. 

Dr.  Gales,  Doctor  of  Physic,  and  Pharmacian  in  Chief  of 
the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  in  a theme  which  he  published 
and  presented  to  each  member  of  the  Council,  demonstrated 
the  cause  of  psora  to  be  the  existence  of  a small  microscopical 
insect ; the  existence  of  this  was  known  before,  but  Dr.  Gales 
has  produced  the  strongest  evidence.  This  evidence  induces 
us  to  think,  that  the  destruction  of  this  insect,  precedes  the 
quick  cqre  of  psora.  Under  this  idea,  he  made  some  intelli- 
gible experiments  on  sulphurous  and  other  vapors ; some  in- 
complete means  were  used  during  the  first  trials,  still  they 
cured  upwards  of  three  hundred  persons.  These  happy  ef- 
fects were  substantiated  in  a great  number  of  instances,  by 
comparative  experiments  with  other  remedies,  heretofore  used 
in  the  hospital.  The  process  verbal  was  then  communicated 
to  me  by  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Administrative  Com- 
mission, and  by  the  Officers  of  Health  of  the  Hospital  of,  St. 
Louis,  who  had  attended  to  these  comparative  experiments. 
Notwithstanding  the  evidence  of  tlie  feet,  it  had  opposition 
and  contradiction,  although  the  consequence  of  this  method, 
appeared  to  me  so  important  for  all  the  Provinces  of  the 
French  empire,  for  the  army  and  the  navy  ; I therefore  wished 
to  adduce  such  evidence  as  would  lay  aside  all  doubt. 

To  this  end,  I wished  to  substantiate  the  effects  of  this  cu- 
rative method,  by  a Jury,  composed  of  persons  of  the  Art, 
whose  names,  their  science,  and  reputation,  could  leave  no- 
thing to  desire. 

I intended  this  J ury  should  be  composed  of  Mons.  Pinell, 
Member  of  the  Institutes,  Physician  in  Chief  of  the  Hospital 
de  la  Sal  Petria,  Mon».  the  Baron  Duljois,  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery and  Midwifery,  Dr.  Espavron,  first  Physician  of  the 
thmi  Dispensary,  Dr.  Tartra,  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  the  first 
Dispensary,  and  Dr.  the  Professor  Bouillon  la  Grange,  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine,  and  a very  distinguished  Chemist. 

^ Member  of  the  Administrative  Commission, 

charged  with  tlie  .service  of  health,  to  present  to  the  Council,  an 
account  of  the  discoveries  which  had  been  made,  until  that  time, 
and  my  designation  of  the  Members  of  the  Jury.  The 
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Council  well  accepted  that  designation  by  its  decree  of  the 
17th  of  March  18l3,  and  by  uniting  to  it  the  Minister  of 
Health,  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  who  would  assist  at  its 
meetings. 

Mons.  the  Drs.  Members  of  the  Jury,  were  alike  united, 
with  an  exemplary  assiduity,  which  indicated  how  much  they 
appreciated  the  importance  of  the  method.  They  proceeded  to 
very  various  experiments,  experiments  which  have  convinced 
them  of  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy,  although  used  with  a ma- 
chine, w’hich  needed  much  rectilying.  THiey  have  presented 
a process  verbal  of  their  labours,  so  well  substantiated,  as  to 
leave  nothing  to  wish  for,  and  which  it  is  my  duty  to  make 
known  to  the  Council. 

(The  Conclusions  of  the  Report  of  the  Jury  are  here  repeat- 
ed, as  in  page  30  and  31,  whicn  see.) 

I have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  Council,  two  regular 
copies  of  this  process  verbal,  one  to  be  submitted  to  the  exa- 
mination of  the  Members  of  the  Council,  they  will  willingly 
occupy  themselves  with  it,  and  afterwards  transmit  it  to  the 
archives  of  the  administration. 

I propose  to  transmit  the  other  to  M.  the  Baron  Prefect  of 
the  Seine,  with  an  invitation,  that  he  will  transmit  it  to  his 
Excellency,  my  Lord,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  praying 
his  Excellency,  to  give  the  greatest  publicity  to  a method  of 
so  great  importance  in  the  cure  of  diseases — in  efficacy — in 
time — and  in  expence. 

(Signed)  Moukgue. 


N6>v4. 


Th.e  Vice-President  (fiihe  General  Council  of  Administration 
of  Civil  Hospitals  (fi  Paris, 

To  Dr.  GALES,  &c.  &c. 

Sib, 

The  Council  which  received  at?its  last  meeting, 
the  Report  of  the  Jury,  named  by  its  decree  of  the  17th  of 
March  last,  to  pursue  your  discoveries  on  the  Treatment  of 
Cutaneous  Affections,  at  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  has  char- 
ged me  to  testify  to  you  its  approbation.  The  Council  has 
heard  the  report  of  the  advantages,  which  all  the  Members 
of  the  Jury  have  transmitted,  on  the  employment  which 
has  been  made  of  your  new  method,  and  desiring  that  it 
should  be  made  known,  and  propagated.  The  Council  has 
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ordered  the  same  to  be  reported  to  Mons.  the  Prefect  of  the 
Seine,  inviting  him  to  transmit  it  to  His  Excellency  the  Mi- 
nister of  the  Interior.  The  Council  has  also  ordered  that 
there  shall  be  established  at  the  Ho^ital  of  St.  Louis,  an 
external  treatment  for  cutaneous  affections  by  the  fumi- 
gation. 

I have  the  honor  to  salute  you, 

(Signed)  Marbois. 


No.  5. 


The  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  the  Seine,  to  His  ExccU 
lency,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

My  Lord, 

I HAVE  the  honor  to  address  you,  conforma- 
bly to  the  wish  expressed  at  the  deliberations  of  the  Council  of 
Hospitals,  on  the  9th  of  this  month;  and  to  transmit  for  your 
examination,  the  different  documents,  relative  to  the  various 
experiments  made  at  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  the  method  proposed  by  Mons.  Gales, 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  Pharmacian  in  Chief  of  the  said 
Hospital,  for  the  treatment  and  cure  of  cutaneous  affections 
by  sulphurous  fumigation. 

Your  Excellency  will  remark,  without  doubt,  among  the 
papers,  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Jury,  named  by  the  Coun- 
cil, to  pursue  the  experiments  which  he  had  acted  upon,  (Itere 
follows  the  names  and  description  of  the  Jury.) 

It  appears  from  this  Report : — 

That  the  efficacy  and  s^ety  of  the  method  proposed  by 
Dr.  Gales,  is  substantiated: 

That  every  species  of  psora,  especially  the  most  inveterate 
kind,  equally  yield  to  its  use: 

That  this  remedy  acts  very  powerfully  on  diseases  of  the 
skin,  eruptive  and  chronic,  sucn,  as  the  peculiar  kind  of  dar- 
tres, syphilitic  pustules,  prurigo,  tinea,  or  scalded  head,  &c. 
&c.  andl  that  this  method  ought  at  least  to  be  considered  as 
an  excellent  auxiliary,  in  the  treatment  of  these  different 
disorders. 

That,  in  the  treatment  of  psora,  the  cure  consists  only  in  a 
repetition  of  this  remedy,  without  any  other  internal  or  ex- 
ternal treatment,  or  particular  regimen,  and  may,  in  most  in- 
stances, be  used  without  interrupting  the  patients  in  their 
usual  occupations,  or  requiring  them  to  remain  in  the  Hospital.. 
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That  it  is  of  importance,  that  this  treatment  be  made 
known  and  propagated,  to  establish  it  in  hospitals,  on  ship 
board,  in  camps,  in  the  rear  of  armies,  in  prisons,  in  bar- 
racks, &c.  &c. 

And  lastly,  that  it  is  desirable,  that  a Public  Establish- 
ment for  the  application  of  this  remedy  should  be  formed,  in 
order  that  every  individual  may  have  the  advantage  of  its  use. 

A like  judgment,  held  by  men  whose  opinions  have  such 
great  weight  in  matters  of  this  kind,  ought  to  cause  the  plan 
of  Dr.  Gales  to  be  considered  as  a great  improvement  of  a 
similar  treatment,  vaguely  spoken  of  by  some  authors;  at 
least  as  an  important  application ; a happy  developement  of 
many  indications,  which  have  been  given  by  these  authors, 
without  their  having  produced,  until  this  moment,  any  result 
worthy  of  observation.  Besides,  Dr.  Gales,  with  much  zeal 
and  disinterestedness,  has  made  public  in  all  its  details,  the 
result  of  his  labours  and  discoveries,  in  the  study  of  which, 
he  has  spared  neither  trouble  or  expence. 

The  Administration  of  Hospitals,  which  has  ordered  an 
Establishment  to  be  formed,  for  ihe  external  treatment  of  cu- 
taneous affections  by  the  fumigation,  at  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Louis,  will  express,  without  doubt,  their  acknowledgments 
for  the  service  which  has  been  rendered  it,  by  the  author  of 
this  treatment,  by  placing  it  in  the  Hospitals  of  Paris,  to  the 
rank  which  this  fine  work  has  given  to  science.  But  the 
happy  effects  of  the  treatment,  proposed  by  Dr.  Gales,  should 
not  be  confined  to  these  Establishments,  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended throughout  all  France,  and  it  remains  for  your  Ex- 
cellency to  propose  to  His  Majesty,  the  recompence  which  may 
be  due  for  the  services  rendered  to  the  State. 

Whatever  it  may  be,  you  will  judge,  without  doubt,  my 
Lord,  that  too  much  publicity  cannot  be  given  to  a remedy, 
which  offers  so  certain  and  effectual  a cure  for  several  preva- 
lent diseases,  very  contagious,  and  widely  extended,  you  will 
also,  perhaps,  with  this  view,  judge  it  proper,  to  print  and  dis- 
tribute the  annexed  Memoirs,  with  the  Report  of  the  Jury, 
and  the  Papers  thereto  belonging,  as  a Work  completely  in- 
.structive  to  persons  of  the  Art,  in  all  that  is  necessary  to  be 
known  to  practise  the  proposed  method. 

Your  Excellency  will  appreciate  what  mi^it  be  the  advan- 
tages of  this  publication,  if  you  will  cast  your  eyes  on  the  Re- 
port annexed  to  these  Papers,  made  by  the  Surgeon  of  the 
depot  of  mendicity  of  Taro,  to  the  Director  of  that  establish- 
ment. On  the  simple  and  most  imperfect  construction  of  tiro 
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apparatuses,  after  the  one  used  by  Dr.  Gales,  patients 

were  treated  at  Borgo  san-Donino,  by  the  fumigations,  and 
all  the  nine  were  cured;  the  time  required  did  not  exceed  four 
days  for  each  patient. 

I have  the  honor  to  salute  your  Excellency, 

With  profound  respect, 

My  Lord, 

Tm  Prefect  of  the  Seine. 

(Signed)  Chabrol. 

The  18th  June,  1813. 


No.  6. 

PARIS,  17th  July,  1813, 

THE  MINISTER  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

To  Messrs,  the  Professors  and  Doctors,  Composing'  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris. 

Gentlemen, 

Le  Sieur  Gales,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  Phar- 
macian  in  Chief  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  has,  by  his  stu- 
dies and  researches,  brought  into  use,  sulphurous  fumigSr. 
tion  for  the  cure  of  psora  and  other  cutaneous  affections. 

After  the  first  Essays,  on  the  success  attending  this  me- 
thod of  treatment,  the  Council  of  Administration  of  Civil 
Hospitals  of  Paris,  thought  it  their  duty  to  nominate  a spe- 
cial Medical  Jury,  to  pursue  these  experiments,  and  substan- 
tiate the  effects  of  this  new  remedy.  This  Jury  was  composed 
ofMonrs.  Drs.  Pinell,  Dubois,, Esparron,  Tartra,  and  Bouillon 
la  Grange,  and  they  have  pursued,  with  the  greatest  care 
for  two  months,  the  experiments  made  by  Le  Sieur  Dr.  Gales, 
over  about  sixty  individuals,  afflicted  with  psora  and  other 
cutaneous  and  pruriginous  disorders. 

Almost  all  the  patients  submitted  to  these  experiments 
were  completely  cured ; and  the  Jury  has  given  the  most  fa- 
vourable conclusions  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived,  by 
adopting  the  treatment  used  by  Dr.  Gales. 

The  Council  of  Administration  of  Hospitals,  after  receiv- 
ing this  report  of  the  J ury,  determined,  that  there  should  be 
established  at  the  Horoital  of  St.  Louis,  an  external  treat- 
ment with  fumigation  for  the  cure  of  cutaneous  diseases,  and  • 
my  object  in  addressing  to  you,  this  Report,  and  Memoirs  of 
E>r.  Gales  on  his  proceedings,  are,  Mons.  the  Prefect  of  the 
Department  of  the  Seine,  has  begged  me  to  call  on  the  favors 
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of  government,  in  behalf  of  this  physician.  He  has,  at  the 
same  time,  proposed,  that  the  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Gales,  and  the 
Papers  thereto  belonging,  should  be  printed,  in  order  that  the 
treatment  which  he  has  acted  upon,  should  be  extended  to  all 
parts  of  the  world. 

What  confidence  ought  we  not  to  unite  to  results,  substan- 
tiated by  the  men  who  composed  the  J ury,  and  who  have  fol- 
lowed up  the  experiments  and  method  of  Dr.  Gales  ? I have 
not.  Gentlemen,  given  these  proceedings,  and  to  the  success 
they  have  attained,  the  publicity  proposed  to  me,  before  I 
also  know  your  opinions,  on  the  aavautages  of  this  method, 
and  the  conclusions  which  you  have  drawn  from  them. 

I therefore,  herewith,  transmit  you  the  Memoirs  of  Le 
Sieur  Dr.  Gales,  and  the  Report  of  the  Jury,  with  the  sun- 
dry papers  belonging  to  it,  which  have  been  addressed  to  me, 
and  1 invite  you,  to  present  me,  with  some  details,  your 
opinions  and  advice,  on  the  sundry  advantages  to  be  attribut- 
ea  to  the  mode  of  treatment  of  Dr.  Gales,  and  on  the  claims 
which  this  physician  has  to  the  favors  of  government. 

I shall  be  much  obliged,  if  you  will  hasten,  as  much  as 
possible,  your  work  on  this  subject. 

, Receive,  Gentlemen, 

The  assurance  of  my  distinguished  sentiments, 

(Signed)  Montalivet. 


SECOND  REPORT. 

Published  the  ?>\st  of  August  18l5. 

By  a letter,  dated  the  17th  of  July  181.*?,  His  Excellency, 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  charged  the  Faculty  to  occupy 
themselves  with  positive  experiments,  in  order  to  make  known  to 
him,  the  advantages  in  the  healing  art,  to  be  derived  from 
different  new  methods,  proposed  by  Dr.  Gales. 

The  Faculty  named  a Committee,  which  has  pursued 
these  experiments  on  these  methods,  and  compared  them  with 
other  remedies. 

The  theory  adopted  by  Dr.  Gales,  in  the  treatment  of 
psora,  being  founded  on  the  existence  of  the  insect;  sulphur, 
the  antisporic  virtues  of  which  were  known  before,  was  the 
substance  that  appeared  the  most  efficacious,  but  its  applica- 
tion on  the  body,  by  mixing  it  into  ointment,  led  to  incon- 
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veniences,  be  it  under  the  curative  or  economical  report. 
Inconveniences,  which  induced  government  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  pliysicians  to  this  medical  point.  The  vapor  of  sul- 
phur in  combustion  was  the  means  which  appeared  the  most 
convenient.  Franks,  had  before  vaguely  proposed  the  em- 
ployment of  it,  but  Dr.  Gales  was  the  first  that  reflected  on 
Its  use.  He  made  some  trials  with  incomplete  means,  still  it 
cured  335  * * * §.  This  mode  of  application  presenting  incon- 
veniences, he  accomplished  the  construction  of  a new  appara- 
tus, so  as  to  an.swer  every  purpose  required  q£it. 

The  many  advantages  derived  by  Dr.  Gales,  from  this  me- 
thod, engaged  the  attention  of  Dr.  Duchanoy,  Member  of  the 
Commission  of  Civil  Hospitals,  charged  with  the  service  of 
Health,  to  make  experiments  and  substantiate  in  an  authen- 
tic manner,  the  success  obtained  by  this  new  mode  of  treating 
diseases  f.  The  comparative  experiments  were  made,  with 
the  ordinary  remedies. 

Mons.  Delaporte  and  Rufin,  Physician  and  Surgeon  in 
Chief  of  the  Hospital,  were  convinced,  after  the  experiments 
made,  that  the  sulphurous  fumigation  had  the  superiority +. 
The  result  of  these  experiments,  was  submitted  to  Mons. 
Mourgue,  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Administration  of 
Civil  Hospitals,  charged  to  superintend  that  of  St.  Louis. 
After  his  report,  addressed  to  the  General  Council  ||,  it  was 
determined,  that  a Medical  Jury,  composed  of  Drs.  Pinell, 
Dubois,  Esparron,  Tartra,  ancl  Bouillon  la  Grange,  should 
pursue  these  ex  periments,  to  substantiate,  in  an  authentic  man- 
ner, the  result  and  conclusions  of  their  observations,  and  which 
were  all  to  the  advantage  of  Dr.  Gales,  as  much  by  the  effi- 
cacy, as  the  simplicity,  safety,  and  economy,  which  his  me- 
thod presented.  This  remedy  was  represented  by  these  gen- 
tlemen, to  be  very  advantageous  in  the  treatment  of  vanous 
diseases  of  the  skin,  &c.  § Dr.  Mourgue  transmitted  the  re- 
port of  the  Jury,  to  the  Council  of  Hospitals,  which  the 
Council  addressed  to  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine,  requesting  that 
it  might  be  laid  before  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the 
Intenor,  and  finally,  it  was  resolved  to  give  the  greatest  pub 


• See  the  Report  of  Dr.  Mourgue,  the  certificate  of  Mons.  Dr.  Chamsru 
de  Prat,  and  of  Mons.  Bailly,  under  No.  1.  2.  and  3. 

+ See  Piece,  No.  1.  J See  Piece  No.  2. 

II  See  the  Report  of  Mons.  Mourgue,  Piece  No.  3. 

§ See  the  Report  of  the  Jury. 
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licity  to  this  method,  and  call  to  it  the  attention  of  govern- 
ment.* His  Excellency  then  sent  all  the  papers  to  the  Fa- 
culty, requesting  them  to  give  the  greatest  possible  attention 
to  this  subject,  (here  follows  the  result  of  twelve  patients, 
treated  by  the  Committee;  three  were  completely  cured  in 
five  days;  three  others  in  eight  days ; three  in  ten  days ; and 
the  three  last  in  eleven  days.) 

In  calculating  the  small  expence,  attending  Dr.  Gales’  me- 
thod, it  may  be  supposed,  how  economical  it  would  be,  if  used 
in  hospitals,  or  .great  establishments.  The  results  indicated 
in  tlie  Memoiryof  Dr.  Gales,  sent  by  his  Excellency  to  the 
Faculty,  are  established  by  authentic  documents,  with  the 
price  OT  the  articles  used  in  each  way. 

The  sulphurous  fumigation,  brought  to  perfection  by  Dr. 
Gales,  is  surely  more  expeditious  and  less  expensive  than 
sulphurous  baths,  and  more  convenient  in  hospitals  and  other 
establishments. 

The  Committee  think  it  their  duty,  not  to  dissimulate  on 
the  advantages  of  this  method,  which  cannot  but  be  applica- 
ble, also,  to  the  service  of  the  camp,  and  of  the  army. 

Done  at  a meeting  held  this  2‘2d  day  of  August,  I8l5. 
The  Members  of  the  Committee, 

(Signed)  Percy,  J.  J.  Leroux. 

Richerand  & Dupuytren^ 

The  Faculty,  after  hearing  the  present  Report  read,  have 
adopted  it,  and  have  desired,  that  a copy  be  addressed  to  the 
Mufister  of  the  Interior. 

A True  Copy. 

The  Deam  of  the  Faculty. 

(Signed)  J.  J.  Leboux. 


* See  the  arrete  of  the  Council  General  of  Administration  of  Civil  Hos- 
pitals of  Paris,  No.  5.  The  letter  of  Mons.  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  No.  6.;  and  the  letter  to  his  Excellency  tlie  Mi- 
nister of  the  Interior,  No.  7. 


DESCRIPTION 


OF  THE 

APPARATUS, 

DESTINED  TO  FUMIGATE  FOURTEEN  PERSONS. 


This  apparatus  is  composed,  1st,  of  a furnace ; Zd,  of  a 
box. 

1st.  The  furnace  has  the  form  of  an  oblong ; it  is  com- 
posed of  a stove,  which  itself  is  composed  (of  a pan  for  ashes, 
of  a hearth,  and  a steam  reservoir,)  four  pipes,  destined  to 
convey  the  heat  into  the  box,  and  the  smoke  of  the  hearth 
without. 

These  four  pipes,  after  once  entered  into  the  box,  are 
curved,  and  communicate  with  other  pipes,  having  a horizon- 
tal direction,  conveying  the  heat  in  every  part  of  the  box. 
From  the  extremities  of  these  last  mentioned  pipes,  two  others 
branch  off,  which  at  first  take  a vertical  direction  to  go  out  of 
the  box,  and  take  afterwards  an  oblique  direction  to  meet  in' 
a chimney,  where  the  smoke  disperses  itself.  From  the  steam 
reservoir  proceeds  another  pipe,  which  goes  to  meet  to  a 
splieric  part,  which  receives  the  sulphurous  steam,  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  some  other  pipes,  pierced  at  distinct  distances, 
across  the  bottom  of  the  box,  both  in  length  and  width, 
and  winding  round  the  same  bottom.  At  tlie  top  of  the  two 
extremities  of  the  box  are  placed  two  steam  pipes  which,  at 
their  beginning,  in  the  inside,  have  the  form  of  a funnel. 
These  pipes,  at  their  going  out  of  the  lx>x,  direct  themselves 
at  first  perpendicularly,  taking  afterwards  a horizontal  direc- 
tion, in  order  to  communicate  with  the  pipes  destined  to  con- 
duct the  smoke  without.  To  these  last  mentioned  pipes,  as 
well  as  to  tho^e  before  spoken  of,  are  fitted  keys  for  the  pur- 
pose either  of  retaining  the  heat  or  the  steam. 

2d.  As  in  the  little  apparatus,  the  box,  of  an  oblong- 
form,  is  made  of  a frame  of  oak  wood,  tne  cavities  of  which  - 
are  fitted  up  with  plaster. 


D ascription  oj  the  Apparatus. 

On  the  solid  paid  of  tlie  furnace  are  placed,  at  regular  dis- 
tances, inclosures  of  iron  plates,  of  a round  form  ; they  serve 
as  reservoirs  for  the  heat,  this  heat  being  conveyed  into  them 
Iw  the  pipes  leading  from  the  hearth,  and  which  cross  them. 
To  retain  more  heat,  these  enclosures  may  be  filled  with  char- 
coal dust. 

Upon  this  same  solid,  and  upon  the  steam  pipes,  are  fixed 
arbour  work  of  wood,  distinctly,  and  upon  which  the  feet  of 
the  patient  repose.  There  are  likewise  placed  in  declivity, 
and  at  the  feet  of  the  patients,  some  arbour-work  which  serves 
to  secure  them  from  the  heat  of  the  pipes.  In  the  fore  part 
of  the  box  are  doors,  destined  to  introduce  the  patients  into  , 
them.  Al  these  doors  are  placed  kind  of  scats  for  the  pa- 
tients to  sit.  On  the  upper  part  of  the  box  are  contrived 
other  doors,  cut  with  a circular  opening,  around  which,  is 
adapted  a hood,  which  comes  over  the  head  of  the  patient, 
andf  which  is  held  up  in  that  position,  by  means  of  a leather 
strap. 

All  these  doors  are  shut  by  means  of  iron  hooks. 

'Fo  this  great  apparatus  may  be  placed  a thermometer  to 
ascertain  the  degrees  of  heat. 


REMARK. 

The  formula  of  the  French  medicinal  preparations  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  Essay,  are  to  be  found  in  their  Phar- 
macopoeia, edited  by  Dr.  Parmantier,  Inspector  of  the  Health 
Department  of  the  Frendi  army. 

The  syrup  of  C uisinier,  under  the  title  of  sirop  sudorifique^ 
dit  Cuisinier.'^ 

That  of  the  Liqueur  of  Van  Swieten,  in  Van  Swieten's 

Commentaries  oh' Boerhaave.  {^Translator.') 



J.V.  ERRATA. 

For  syrup  of  Cuisimier,  read  syrup  of  Cuisinier. 

For  Psoriarisis,  read  Psoriasis. 

(Case  5.  collected  by  Dr.  La  Roche,)  for  16  years  of  age,  read  6 1 . 
Case  14.  of  the  Jury,  for  Rtipin  read  Ruffin. 

Page  13.  for  Lermie  read  Lerminicr. 

FINIS. 


Sloieotyped  and  Printed  by  J.  M'Oowati,  la,  Great  Wliidtuill  Street,  to!id»i. 


View  of  an  Apparatus  destined  to  fumigate  four- 
teen Persons  at  one  time. 
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ACCUM’s  (Frederick)  PRACTICAL  ESSAY  on  Chemical  Re- 
agents or  Tests,  illustrated  by  a series  of  Experiments,  12mo. 
bds.  8s. 
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Treatment  of  the  Diseased  Spine,  more  particularly  relating 
to  the  Incipient  Stages ; with  some  Remarks  on  the  conse- 
quent Palsy  : 8vo.  plates,  boards,  6s. 

CASES  of  Ihe  EXCISION  of  Carious  Joints,  by  H.  Park,  Sur- 
geon in  the  Liverpool  Hospital  ; and  P.  F.  Moreau,  De  Bar 
sur  Ornain,  M.  D.  de  I’Ecole  de  Paris;  with  Observations 
by  James  Jeffray,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery 
in  the  College  of  Glasgow.  Illustrated  by  engravings,  12mo. 
boards,  4s.  6d. 

DypOUR’s  (W.)  TREATISE  on  Diseases  of  the  Urethra,  par- 
ticularly describing  the  various  Symptoms  attending  Stric- 
tures, Obstructions,  Gleets,  &c.  and  on  the  Prevention  of 
Stone  and  Gravel ; with  a variety  of  Cases  tending  to  sliow 
the  Efficacy  of  Daran’s  Medicated  Bougies,  and  the  new 
Method  of  treating  a Gonorrhoea,  &c.  7th  edition,  3s. 

DAVIg’s  (Dr.  J.  B.)  Scientitic  and  Popular  VIEW  of  the  Fever 
of  Walcheren,  and  its  Consequences,  as  they  appeared  in 
the  British  Troops  returned  from  the  late  Expedition— with 
an  Account  of  the  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the.  Body,  and  the 
Efficacy  of  Drastic  Purges  and  Mercury  in  the  Treatment  ef 
this  Disease,  hvu.  boards,  Ts. 
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DAUBENTON’s  OBSERVATIONS  on  Indigestion;  in  which  is 
satisfactorily  shewn  the  Efficacy  ot  Ipecacuanha,  in  relieving 
this  as  well  as  its  connedetl  'I'raiii  of  cuinplaiuts  peculiar  to 
the  Decline  of  Life;  translated  from  the  French,  4ili  edition, 
with  additional  Notes  and  Observations,  by  Ur.  Buchan,  12ino. 
boards,  2s.  6rf. 

DOMIEH’s  (Wra  ) OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Climate,  Manners, 
and  Amusements  of  Malta;  principally  intended  for  the  in- 
formation of  Invalids  repairing  to  tliat  Island  for  Recovery  of 
Health;  by  William  Domier,  M. D.  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  Loudop;  boards,  4s.  6rf.  1810. 

EARLE’S  (Sir  James)  LETTER,  containing  some  Observations 
on  the  Fractures  of  the  Lower  Limbs;  to  which  is  added,  an 
Account  of  a ( ontrivance  to  administer  Cleanliness  aud  Com- 
fort to  the  Bed-ridden,  or  Persons  confined  to  Bed  by  Age, 
Accident,  Sickness,  or  any  other  Infirmity,  with  explanatory 
plates;  sewed,  3s. 

EARLE’S  (Sir  James)  OBSERVATIONS  on  H$morrhoidal  Ex- 
crescences,  2d  edition,  sewed,  Is.  6d. 

FORD’s  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Disease  of  the  Hip  Joint; 
to  which  is  added,  some  Remarks  on  While  Swellings  of  the 
Knee,  the  Caries  of  the  Joint  of  the  Wrist,  and  other  similar 
Complaints.  The  whole  illustrated  by  Cases  and  Engravings 
taken  from  the  diseased  part,  by  the  late  Edward  Ford,  Es«|. 
F.  S.  A.  the  2d  edition,  revised  carefully,  with  some  additional 
Qbservations  by  Thomas  Copeland,  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  General 
Dispensary.  Illustrated  with  eight  copper-plates,  8vo.  boards, 
I2s.  1810. 

fox's  (Dr.  Joseph)  New  Medical  DICTIONARY,  containing 
a concise  Explanation  of  all  the  Terms  used  in  Medicine,  Sur- 
gery, Pharmacy,  Botany,  Natural  History,  and  Chemistry  ^ 
compiled  by  D.  J.  Fox;  revised  aud  augmented  by  Thomas 
Bradley  ; 12mo.  boards,  7s, 

FARR’s  (Dr.  Sara.)  ELEMENTS  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  or 
a succinct  and  compendious  Descrijition  of  such  Tokens  in 
the  Human  Body  as  are  requisite  to  delermiue  the  Judgment 
of  a Corotior,  or  Courts  of  Law,  in  Cases  of  Divorce,  Rape, 
Murder,  &c.  To  which  is  added.  Directions  for  preserving 
the  Public  Healih; — the  3d  edition,  corrected,  rnd  various 
^(otes  added  by  a Phys  rian.  To  which  are  annexed  the  late 
Dr.  William  Huntir’s  Cbservalioiis  on  the  IJncerlainly  of  the 
Signs  of  Murder,  in  the  Case  of  Bastard  Children,  12mo. 
boards,  6s. 

FRASER’S  (W.  W ) ESSAY  on  the  Shoulder-Joint  Operation, 
particularly  deduced  from  Anatomical  Observation,  8vo. 
sewed,  2». 

GRIFEITH’s  (Dr.  Moses)  Practical  OBSERVATIONS  on  the 
Cure  of  Hectic  and  Slow  Fevers,  aud  the  Pulmonary  Con- 
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snniption ; to  which  is  added,  a Method  of  Treating  several 
Kinds  of  Internal  Hsemorrliages ; a new  edition,  sewed,  ls.6</. 

SIRDLESTONE  (Dr.  Thos,)  on  DIABETES,  with  an  Historical 
Sketcli  of  that  Disease,  sewed,  2s.  6d.  8vo. 

GQRDOM’*  (Dr.  Alex.)  TREAl'lSE  on  the  Epidemic  Puerperal 
Fever  of  Aberdeen,  sewed,  2s.  6rf. 

GEOGHEGAV's  COMMENTARY  on  the  Treatment  of  Rup- 
tures, particularly  in  a slate  of  Slrangnlation,  By  Edward^ 
Geoghegaii,  Member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  Hono- 
rary Member  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  Edinburgh;  8vo. 
boards,  4s.  1810 — “ This  work  will  be  found  highly  interest- 
ing, as  it  proposes  important  improvements  in  the  treatment. 

GEOGHEGAN’s  (Edward)  COMMENTARIES  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Venereal  Disease,  particularly  in  its  exasperated  state; 
including  a second  edition  of  a former  publication  on  that 
subject,  considerably  augmented  and  improved;  on  the  Use 
of  Mercury,  so  as  to  insure  its  successful  elFect;  with  an 
Appendix,  on  Strictures  of  the  Urethra,  and  on  Morbid  Re- 
tention of  Urine;  8vo.  boards,  6s.  6d. 

GOURLAY’s  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Natural  History,  Cli- 
mate, and  Diseases  of  Madeira,  during  a period  of  Eighteen 
Years;  by  William  Gour(ay,  M,  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh ; and  Physician  to  the 
British  Factory  at  Madeira,  8vo.  boards,  6.v.  18 IQ. 

GRAVES’S  CONSPECTUS  of  the  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dub- 
lin Pharmacopceas;  wherein  the  Virtues,  Uses  and  Doses  of 
the  several  Articles  contained  in  those  Works  are  concisely 
slated;  their  Pronunciation,  as  to  Quantity,  is  correctly 
marked;  and  a variety  of  other  particulars  respecting  them 
given;  calculated  more  especially  for  the  use  of  Junior  Prac* 
titioners:  by  Robert  Graves.,  M.  D.  18mo.  4s.  6d, 

GALL  (Dr.)  Some  Account  of  his  new  THEORY  of  Physiog- 
nomy, founded  upon  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the 
Brain,  and  the  form  of  the  Skull ; with  the  Critical  Strictures 
of  C.  VV.  Hufeland  : 8vo.  boards,  6s. 

GlLLMAN’s  (James)  DISSERTATION  on  the  Bite  of  a Rabid 
Animal;  being  the  Substance  of  an  Essay  which  received 
a Prize  from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Loudon,  in  the 
Year  1811;  8vo.  boards,  7s. 

H ARTY’S  (Dr.)  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Simple  Dysentery, 
and  its  Coinbiiiatious  ; containing  a Review  of  the  most  cele- 
brated Autliors  who  have  written  on  this  suliject,  and  also  an 
Investigation  into  the  source  of  Contagion  in  that  and  some 
other  Diseases:  boards,  7s.  6d.  8vo. 

HUNTER’S  (John)  TREATISE  on  the  Venereal  Disease,  with 
ail  Introduction  and  Commentary,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Adains; 
boards,  14s.  Mvo. 
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HUNTER’S  (John)  TREATISE  on  the  Blood,  Inflammation, 
and  Gun  Shot  Wounds,  2 vol.  8vo.  II.  5s. 

HUNTER  (Dr.  William)  on  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of 
Murder  in. the  Case  of  Bastard  Children;  8vo.  Is.  6rf. 

HIGGINS’S  (William)  ESSAY  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of . 
Bleaching,  wherein  the  Sulphnret  of  Lime  i^  recommended  as 
a substitute  for  Potash ; sewed,  2s, 

HINTS  for  the  Recovery  and  Preservation  of  Health;  2d 
edition,  with  additions,  sewed,  2s.  6rf. 

“ Fat  paunches  have  lean  pates,  and  dainty  bits 
“ Make  rich  the  ribs,  but  banker  out  the  wits.” 

Shakspsarb. 

HASLAM’s  (John)  OBSERVATIONS  on  Madness  and  Meian-: 
choly,  including  Practical  Remarks  on  those  Diseases  ; toge- 
ther with  Cases,  and  an  Account  of  Morbid  Appearances  on 
Dissection;  by  John  Haslam,  late  of  Pembroke  Hall,  Cam- 
Itridge ; Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  Apo- 
thecary to  Bethlem  Hospital;  2d  edition,  considerably  en- 
larged, in  one  vol.  8vo.  boards,  9s.  , 

HASLAM’s  (John)  ILLUSTRATIONS  on  Madness;  exhibiting 
a singular  case  of  Insanity,  and  a no  less  remarkable  diSerence 
in  Medical  Opinion;  devclojiing  the  Nature  of  Assailment, 
and  the  Manner  of  Working  Events;  with  a De.scription  of  the 
Tortures  experienced  by  Bomb-bursting,  Lobster-cracking, 
and  Lengthening  the  Brain;  illustrated  with  a curious  plate, 
Svo.  boards,  5s.  6</. 

HOWARD’S  (John)  Practical  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Natural 
History  and  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Disease;  2d  edition,  in 

2 vol.  8vo.  plates,  boards,  14s. 

HAMILTON’S  OBSERVATIONS  on  Scrofulous  Affectidns,  with 
Remarks  on  Scirrhous  Cancer,  and  Rachitis;  boards,  12mo. 

3 s. 

hooper’s  Physician’s  VADE  MECUM  ; containing  the  Symp- 
toms, Causes,  Diagnosis,  Prognosis  and  Treatment  of  Dis- 
eases; accompanied  by  a select  Collection  of  Eormulte,  and  a 
Glossary  of  Terms,  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.D.  a new  edition 
12mo,  7s, 

•HOOPER’S  Anatomist’s  VADE  MECUM;  containing  the  Ana- 
tomy, Physiology,  Morbid  Appearances,  &c..of  the  Human, 
Body;  Ihe  Art  ot  making  Anatomical  Preparations,  &c.  To 
which  are  now  added.  Anatomical,  Physiological,  Medical, 
and  Surgical  Examinations,  which  will  be  found  highly  useful 
to  the  Student  who  has  to  pass  at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  or 
at  any  of  the  Medical  Boards.  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.D.  &c. 
The  8tb  edition,  corrected,  and  in  other  respects  very  materi- 
ally improved,  in  one  closely  printed  volume,  12mo.  bds.  9s. 

;H0OPER's  (Dr.  Robert)  Quincy’s  LEXICON  MEDICUM.  A 
new  Medical  Dictionary ; containing  an  explanation  of  the 
T'erms  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Practice  of  Physic,  Materia 
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Medica,  Chemislry,  Pharmacy,  Surgery,  Midwifery,  and  the 
various  Branch.^s  of  Natural  Philosophy  connected  with  MedU 
cine.  Selected,  arranged,  and  compiled  from  the  best  authors, 
8vo.  boards,  18s. 

HOOPER’S  (Dr.  Robert)  EXAMINATIONS  in  Anatomy,  Physi- 
ology, Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Materia  Medica,  Chcr 
mislry,  and  Pharmacy  ; for  the  Use  of  Students.  3d  edition, 
greatly  enlarged  and  improved,  12mo.  boards,  5s.  6d. 

HOOPER’S  (Dr.  Robert)  Surgeons’  VADE  MECUM;  containing 
the  Symptoms,  Causes,  Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  and  Treatment 
of  Surgical  Diseases;  accompanied  by  engravings  to  illustrate 
the  modern  and  improved  Methods  of  operating,  Also,  Select 
Formulre  of  Prescriptions,  and  a Glossary  of  Terms.  The  2d 
edition,  greatly  enlarged  and  improved,  t2mo.  boards,  8s. 

Hooper’s  (Dr.  Robert)  Anatomical  PLATES  of  the  Bones  and 
Muscles,  diminished  from  Albinus,  for  the  Use  of  Students  in 
Anatomy,  and  Artists;  accompanied  by  explanatory  Maps. 
A new  edition,  12mo.  sewed.  Is. 

hooper’s  (Dr.  Robert)  Anatomical  PLATES  of  the  Thoracic 
and  Adominal  Viscera,  for  the  Use  of  Students  in  Anatomy, 
and  Artists;  accompanied  by  explanatory  maps,  A new  edit. 
12mo.  sewed,  3s. 

HUTCHINSON’S  (Dr.  A.  C.)  LETTER,  respectfully  addressed 
to  the  Commissioners  for  Transports,  Sick  and  Wounded 
Seamen,  &c.  &c.  on  the  subject  of  the  Operation  for  Popliteal 
Aneurism ; illustrated  by  Cases,  and  a Description  of  a new 
Instrument;  8vo.  sewed.  Is.  6d.  1811. 

“ The  value  of  a book  is  not  always  to  be  estimated  by  its  extent.  Th  * 
small  pamphlet  clearly  states  practical  facts  of  great  importance,  and  the 
result  of  the  method  of  operating  for  Popliteal  Aneurism,  employed  by  Dr. 
Hutchinson,  was  so  compleatly  successful  in  the  Cases  related,  that  we 
cannot  recommend  it  too  forcibly  to  the  consideration  of  our  Chirurgical 
readers.” — Vide  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  for  September  181 1. 

HUTCHINSON’S  (A.  C.)  Practical  OBSERVATIONS  in  Surgery  j 
illustrated  by  Cases,  8vo.  boards,  6s. 

HUTCHINSON’S  (A.  C.)  Farther  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proper  period  for  Amputating  in  Gun-shot  Wounds, 
accompanied  by  the  Official  Reports  of  the  Surgeons  employed 
in  his  Majesty’s  Ships  and  Vessels,  at  the  late  Battle  before 
Algiers,  8vo.  sewed,  2s. 

HOPKINS’S  (Joseph)  Accoucheurs  VADE  MECUM,  being  the 
substance  of  a series  of  Lectures,  delivered  at  the  Westminster 
Lying-in  Institution,  Queen’s  Square : a new  edition,  revised 
and  corrected  by  the  Author,  with  considerable  additions  and 
improvements,  l2mo.  boards,  7s. 

JDENTITIES  Ascertained;  or,  an  llJustralion  of  Mr.  Ware’s 
Opinion  respecting  the  sameness  of  Infection  in  Venereal 
Gonorrhoea,  and  Ojithalmia  in  Egypt;  with  an  Examiuatioa 
■ of  Affinity  betwocu  Ancient  Lepro.sy  and  Lucs;  2s.  6rf.  8vp. 
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JOHiVSON’s  Practical  ESSAY  on  Cancer,  being  the  substance 
of  Observations,  to  which  the  Annual  Prize  for  180K,  was 
adjudged  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London.  Ry 
Christopher  Turner  Johnson,  Surgeon,  of  Kxeter,  Member  of 
(he  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  and  of  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh:  8vo.  boards,  5.«.  6</.  1810. 

JOHXSON’s  (James)  INFLCE.VCE  of  Tropical  Climates,  more 
especially  the  Climate  of  India,  on  European  Constitutions, 
bvo.  boards,  I4s. 

KEATE’s  (Thomas)  CASES  of  the  Hydrocele  and  Hernia  Incar-' 
ccrata;  sewed.  Is.  firf. 

LIND  on  DISEASES  incidental  to  Europeans  in  Hot  Climates, 
with  the  Method  of  preventing  their  fatal  Consequences}  the 
6th  edition,  in  one  vol.  8vo.  price  8s,  boards,  1808. 

LAWRENCE’S  (William)  TREATISE  on  Ruptures,  containing 
an  Anatomical  Description  of  each  Species;  with  an  Account- 
of  its  Symptoms,  Progress,  and  Treatment : illustrated  with 
plates.  By  William  Lawrence,  Member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  and  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew’s Flospital;  3d  edition,  revised,  corrected  and  enlarged, 
8vo.  boards,  14.s. 

LAWRENCE’S  (William)  INTRODUCTION  to  Comparative 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  being  the  two  Introductory  Lec- 
tures delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  1816, 
8vu.  hoards,  6s. 

LIPSCOMB’S  MANUAL  of  Inoculation,  for  the  Use  of  the 
Faculty  and  Private  Families;  pointing  out  the  mostapproved 
Meihod  of  Inoculating  and  conducting  Patients  through  the 
Small  Pox;  sewed.  Is, 

LONDON  DISSECTOR  ; or.  System  of  Dissections  practised  in 
the  Hosi>ilals  and  Lecture  Rooms  of  the  Metropolis;  explained 
hy  the  clearest  Rules,  for  the  use  of  Students.  Comprising  a 
riescription  of  the  Muscles,  Vessels,  Nerves,  and  Viscera  of 
the  Human  Body,  as  they  appear  on  Dissection,  with  Direcr 
tions  for  their  Der-ionstration,  alh  edition,  12mo.  5s. 

LONDON  Practice  of  MIDWIFERY,  or,  a Manual  for  Stu-, 
dents;  being  a complete  Course  of  Practical  Midwifery,  in 
which  are  included,  the  I’reatment  of  Lying-in  Women,  and 
the  Diseases  of  Children;  4th  edition,  corrected,  l2ino. 
boards,  6s. 

LUXMORE’s  Familiar  OBSERVATIONS  on  Ruptures,  for  the 
use  of  Patients  <>f  both  Sexes,  afflicted  with  those  Complaiulsj 
2d  edition,  price  2s. 

LONDON  (the)  Medical  DICTIONARY  j including  under  distinct 
heads,  every  branch  of  Medicine,  viz.  Anatomy.  Physiology, 
and  Pathology,  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery,  Thera- 
peutics, and  Materia  Medica;  with  whatever  relates  to  Medis 
pine  in  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  and  Natural  History. 
By  Bartholomew  Parr,  M.  D.  The  whole  illustrated  with  lifl^-. 
seven  highly  finished  engravings,  3 vol.  4to.  boards, 
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MEDICAL  OBSERVATIONS  and  Inquiries;  by  a Society  of 
Physicians  in  London.  Voi.  6,  12s.  bds. 

MEDICAL  FACTS  and  Observations,  consisting  principally  of 
Original  Cuiumiinications  Iroiii  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  on 
important  subjects  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  &c.  By  Dr, 
Simmons.  Vol.  8,  boards,  3s.  8vo. 

MURPHY’S  HISTORY  of  the  Human  Teeth  ; with  a Treatise 
on  their  Disease  Irom  Infancy  to  Old  Age,  adapted  for  general 
information.  To  which  are  added,  Ohservalions  on  tho  Phy- 
siognomy of  the  Teeth  and  Projecting  Chin.  Illustrated  with 
two  engravings.  By  Joseph  Murphy,  Surgeon  Dentist:  bds. 
6s.  8vo. 

MATHIAS  (Andrew)  on  the  MERCURI.AL  DISEASE.  An  In- 
quiry into  the  History  and  Nature  of  the  Disease  produced  in 
the  Human  Constitution  by  the  Use  of  Mercury;  with  Obser- 
vations on  its  Connexion  with  Lues  Venerea.  By  Andrew 
Mathias,  S>urgeon  extraordinary  to  the  C^ueen,  and  to  Hetf 
Majesty’s  Household,  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Lying-in 
Hospital,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
London;  ‘id  edition,  8vo,  boards,  8s.  1816. 

“ 111  com  uiliiig  oul  Heiiiarks  on  this  Volume,  we  must  express  the  great 
pleasure  and  iinpifiveineut  which  we  have  derivtd  from  the  peiusal  of  it^ 
and  we  have  no  hes.tation  in  s.iying,  th  it  it  must  produce  an  imporlauC 
chancre  in  Practice,  and  mu't  tend  to  tlie  Cure  of  the  most  unfortunate 
stair  sol  Disease  lo  who  h the  Huinau  Body  is  subject.” — Monthly  Review 
for  February  1811,  page  197. 

MEMlS’s  (John)  Midwife’s  Pocket  COMPANION ; a PraclicaJ 
Tieatise  on  Midwifery,  on  a new  Plan,  sewed.  Is.  6d.  12mo. 

MERRIM.AN’s  (Dr.  Samuel)  Dissertation  on  Retrovertion  of 
the  Womb ; including  some  Observations  on  extra  Uterine 
Gestation  ; 8vo.  sewed,  Ss. 

MERRIMAN’s  (Dr.  Samuel)  SYNOPSIS  of  the  various  kinds  of 
Difficult  Parturition;  with  Practical  Remarks  on  the  Manage- 
ment of  Labours;  2d  edition,  with  considerable  additions, 
12nio.  boards,  6s. 

KOTT’s  (Dr.  John)  Posologic  COMPANION  to  the  London 
Pharmacopceia ; the  third  edition,  adapted  to  the  last  reform 
of  the  College ; 18mo.  sewed,  3s. 

NlSBET’s  Practical  TREATISE  on  Diet,  and  on  the  most  salu- 
tary and  agreeable  means  of  supporting  Life  and  Health  by 
Aliment  and  Regimen,  adapted  to  tlie  various  circumstances 
of  Age,  Coiislitutioii  and  Climate;  12mo.  boards,  6s. 

.NlSBET’s  INQUIRY  into  the  History,  Nature,  Causes,  and  dif- 
ferent Modes  of  Treatment  hitherto  pursued  in  the  Cure  of 
Scrofula,  Pulmonary  Cousumplion,  and  Cancer;  the  2d  edi- 
tion; to  which  is  added,  an  Appendix,  coiilaiiiing  a letter  to 
a celebrated  Professor  of  Edinburgh  ; 8vo.  boards,  3s. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Animal  CEconomy.  By  a Physician. 
8vo.  boards,  6s.  1815. 
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O’DONNEL’s  (Dr.  J.)  CASES  of  Hydrophobia,  including  Dr. 
Schoolbred’s  and  Mr.  Tymon’s  successlul  Cases;  witii  some 
Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Seat  of  the  Disease;  8vo. 
sewed,  2s, 

PARIS’S  (Dr.  J.  A.)  PHARMACOLOGIA,  or  the  History  of  Me- 
dical  Substances,  in  order  to  enable  the  Practitioner  to  pre- 
scribe them  with  Efficacy  and  Elegance,  and  to  dispense  them 
■with  Accuracy : to  which  is  added,  an  Analysis  of  the  most 
celebrated  Quack  Medicines.  12mo.  boards,  6s. 

POLE’S  (T.)  Anatomical  INSTRUCTOR;  or,  an  lllnslration  of 
the  Modern  and  most  approved  Method  of  preparing  and  pre- 
gerving  the  different  Parts  of  the  Human  Body,  and  of  Quad- 
rupeds, by  Injection,  Corrosion,  Maceration,  Distention,  .Ar- 
ticulation, Modelling,  &c.  with  a variety  of  copper-plates;  a 
new  edition,  with  additional  Notes,  12mo.  boards,  7s. 

PRING’s  (Daniel)  A'^IEW  of  the  Relations  of  the  Nervous  Sys- 
tem, in  Health  and  in  Disease  ; containing  Selections  from  the 
Dissertations  to  which  was  adjudged  the  Jacksonian  Prize  for 
tbe.year  1815,  with  additional  illustrations  and  remarks,  8vo. 
boards,  7s.  6rf. 

PEARSON’S  (John)  Practical  OBSERA’^ATIONS  on  Cancerous 
Complaints,  with  an  Account  of  some  Diseases  which  have 
been  confounded  with  the  Cancer ; also  Critical  Remarks  on 
some  of  the  Operations  performed  in  Cancerous  Cases;  sewed, 
2s.  6d.  8vo. 

PEARSON’s  Principles  of  SURGERY,  for  the  Use  of  Chirur- 
gical  Students;  anew  edition  with  additions.  By  John  Pear- 
son, F.  R.  S.  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Lock  Hospital  and  .Asylum, 
Surgeon  to  the  Public  Dispensary,  and  Reader  on  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery,  in  one  vol.  8vo.  boards,  8s.  6d, 

PEARSON’s  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  effects  of  various  articles 
of  Materia  Medica,  in  the  Cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  illustrated 
with  Cases.  By  John  Pearson,  F.  A.  S.  Senior  Surgeon  to  the 
lock  Hospital  and  Asylum,  and  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Public 
Dispensary,  Reader  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery, 
2d  edition,  with  additions,  7s.  8vo. 

POTT’s  Chirurgical  WORKS,  3 vol,  8vo.  new,  boards,  12s, 
1783 — N.  B.  This  is  the  last  edition  published  by  the  Author. 

POTT’s  Chirurgical  WORKS,  a new  edition  with  his  last  Cor- 
rections; to  which  are  added,  a short  Account  of  the  Life  of 
the  Author,  a Method  of  curing  the  Hydrocele  by  Injection, 
and  occasional  Notes  and  Observations,  by  Sir  James  Earle, 
F.R.S.  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  the  King,  &c.  3 vol.  boards, 
15s.  1808. 

PAUL  on  Artificial  Mineral  WATERS,  sewed,  2s. 

PERFECT’S  (Dr.  William)  Annals  of  INSANITY,  comprising  a 
Selection  of  curious  ai^l  interesting  Cases  in  the  dilferent 

• Species  of  Lunacy,  Melancholy,  or  Madness,  with  the  Mod«a 
of  Cure,  8vo.  boards,  8s, 
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KOYSTON’s  (W.)  OBSER  VATIONS  on  the  Rise  and  Progrew 
of  the  Medical  Art  in  the  British  Empire  ; containing  Remark* 
on  Medical  Literature,  with  a View  of  a Bibliogiaphia  Me- 
dicinte  Britannicre.  2s. 

RiCHERAND’s  PHYSIOLOGY.— Elements  of  Physiology,' by 
A.  Richerand,  Professor  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Paris, 
&c.  &c.  The  5th  edition,  revised,  corrected,  and  enlarged* 
translated  from  the  French  by  G.  J.  M.  De  Lys,  M.D.  Mem- 
ber of  uie  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  8vo.  12s.  i 

REES’  (Dr.  George)  TREATISE  on  Diseases  of  the  Uterus;  in 
which  are  included  Remarks  on  Moles,  Polypi,  and  Prolap- 
sus, as  also  on  Scirrhous  and  Cancerous  Affections  of  that 
Organ;  bcls.  4s.  6d.  8vo. 

REES’  (Dr.  George)  TREATISE  on  the  Primary  Symptoms  of 
the  Lues  Venera,  with  a concise,  critical  and  chronological 
Account  of  all  the  English  Writers  on  this  Subject,  from  17S5 
to  1783;  to  which  is  added,  an  Analysis  of  a Course  of  Lec- 
tures delivered  by  the  Author  : boards,  5s.  8vo. 

ROLLO’s  CASES  of  the  Diabetes  Mellitus,  with  the  Results 
of  the  Trials  of  certain  Acids,  and  other  Substances  in  the 
Cure  of  the  Lues  Venerea:  2d  edition,  with  large  additions, 
boards,  6s.  8vo. 

RICHTER’S  (A.  G.)  Medical  and  Surgical  OBSERVATIONS, 
8vo.  boards,  5s. 

RYDING’s  Veterinary  PATHOLOGY;  or  a Treatise  on  the 
Cure  and  Progress  of  the  Disease  of  the  Horse,  &c.  &c.  and 
an  Appendix,  or  Veterinary  Dispensatory,  &c.  boards,  4.v.  8vo. 

RING’S  (John)  TREATISE  on  the  Gout;  containing  the  Opi- 
nions of  the  most  celebrated  ancient  and  modern  Physicians 
on  that  Disease,  and  Observations  on  the  Eau  Medicinale  t 
8vo.  boards,  6s. 

RING’S  (John)  ANSWER  to  Dr.  Kinglake,  showing  the  Danger 
of  his  Cooling  Treatment  of  the  Gout,  8vo.  boards,  5s.  6d. 

RING’S  (John)  C.AUTION  against  Vaccine  Swindlers  and  Im- 
postors, 8 VO.  boards,  5s. 

RUSSELL’s  (Dr.  P.)  TREATISE  on  the  Plague;  containing  an 
Historical  Journal  and  Medical  Account  of  the  Plao^ue  at 
Alepuo,  in  the  Year  1760,  1761,  and  1762:  also,  Remarks 
on  the  Quarantines,  Lazarettos,  and  the  Administration  of 
Police  in  Times  of  Pestilence;  to  which  is  added  an  Appen- 
dix, containing  Cases  of  the  Plague,  and  an  Account  of  the 
Weather  during  the  Pestilential  Season;  4to.  boards,  l5s, 

IMn  H’s  (S.  S.)  ESSAY  on  the  Causes  of  the  Variety  of  Com- 
plexion and  Figure  in  the  Unman  Species;  to  which  are 
added.  Strictures  on  Lord  Karnes’s  Discourse  of  the  Original 
Diversity  of  Mankind;  a new  edition,  with  additional  notes, 
boards,  4j7. 
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SYNOPSIS  Pharmacopcpias  Londinensis  Alphabetica;  omiiia 
cjiis  Prffiparat  complectens.  secundum  eoium  vires  medical 
Tel  eneinicas;  o.stendens  eorum  Doses,  nomina  priora  ; Ralio- 
neni  qua  Aiitinionium,  Arsenicum.  Cathartica,  Emetica,  Hy- 
drar^yrus,  cl  Opium,  in  qiiibiisdam  compositis  conlinenter  s 
quanlilalam  medicaminum  vegelabilium  in  Decoctis,  Infusis, 
et  rincluris;  item  quantum  Salium  siogulorum  liquatur  in 
aqua  ad  ejus  saturalionem.  By  Dr.  Haygarth  ; ^wed.  Is.  6<^. 

SK I'.LLET’s  (E  ) Practical  TREA  TISE  on  the  Parturition  of 
the  Cow,  or  the  Extraction  of  the  Calf  j and  also  on  the 
Diseases  of  Neat  Cattle  in  general,  with  Ihcii  most  approved 
Methods  <jf  Treatment,  and  the  best  forms  of  Prescriptions 
adapted  to  Veterinary  Practice;  to  which  is  added  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Diseases  of  the  Bullock.  Bull,  and  Calf.  Illus- 
trated with  engravings,  4to.  half-hound,  8/.  2s. 

THOMAS’S  Modern  Practice  of  PHYSIC;  exhibiting  the  Cha- 
racters,  Causes,  Symptoms,  Prognostic,  Morbid  .Appearances, 
and  improved  Method  of  treating  Diseases.  By  Robert  Tho- 
mas, M.D.  5th  edition,  considerably  enlarged,  in  one  neat 
and  very  closely  printed  volume,  8vo.  16s. 

This  Work  has  been  rarefiiTy  revised,  and  a large  portion  of  new  and 

Important  matter  has  been  added. 

TUOMY’s  TRE.ATISE  on  the  Principal  Diseases  of  Dublin. 
By  Martin  Tuomy,  M.  D.  T.  C.  D.  in  8vo.  boards,  10s.  Qd, 
1810. 

TRYE’s  ESSAY  on  some  of  the  Stages  of  the  Operation  of  Cut- 
ting for  the  Stone:  illustrated  with  an  engraving.  By  C.B. 
Tyre,  F.  R S.  Svo.  sewed,  2s 

UNDERWOOD'S  (Dr.  M.)  TREATISE  on  the  Disea.ses  of  Chil- 
dren, with  Directions  for  the  Management  of  Infants  from 
the  Birth,  and  now  precisely  adapted  to  Professional  Readers; 
6th  edit,  revised  and  enlarged,  3 vol.  boards,  15s.  Svo. 

UNDERWOOD’S  (Dr.  M.)  TREATISE  on  Disorders  of  Child- 
hood, and  Management  of  Children  from  the  Birth,  adapted 
to  Domestic  Use;  3d  edition,  with  considerable  additions, 
3 vol.  boards,  12mo.  16,v.  Gd. 

UNDERWOOD’S  (Dr.  Michael)  Surgical  TRACTS;  containing 
a Treatise  upon  Ulcers  of  the  Legs,  in  which  former  Modes 
of  Treatment  are  candidly  examined  and  compared  with  one 
more  rational  and  safe,  effected  without  Rest  or  Confine- 
ment; together  with  Hints  on  a successful  Method  of  treating 
some  Scrophulous  Tumours  ; the  Mammary  Abscess,  and  sore 
Nipples  of  Lying-in  Women;  Observations  on  the  more  com- 
mon Disorders  of  the  Eye.  and  on  Gangrene.  The  3d  edition, 
revised  and  defended,  Svo.  boards,  6s. 

VINDICATION  of  Natural  Diet,  12mo.  sewed.  Is.  6d. 

"WADD’s  (W.)  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  bc.st  Mode  of  curing 
Strictures  in  the  Urethra;  with  Remarks  on  the  frequent  lu- 
eflicacy  and  ill  Effects  of  Caustic  Applications;  2d  edition, 
enlarged,  boards,  4s.  1811. 
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WABD’s  cases  of  Diseased  Bladder  and  Testicle.  Illuslralcd 
with  21  etchings,  by  the  Author,  4to.  boards,  18s. 

WADD’s  Cursory  REMARKS  on  Corpulence;  or  Obesity  con- 
sidered as  a Disease:  ■nitti  a critical  Examination  of  ancient 
and  modern  Opinions,  relative  to  its  causes  and  cure.  8d 
edition,  containing  a reference  to  the  most  remarkable  Case* 
that  have  occurred  in  this  country,  8vo.  boards,  5s. 

WHATELY’s  DESCRIPTION  and  Treatment  of  an  Affection 
of  the  Tibia,  induced  by  Fever;  illustrated  by  a coloured  en- 
graving. By  Thomas  Whately,  Member  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  London  ; 2s.  6d. 

WHATELY’s  CASES  of  two  extraordinary  Polypi  removed 
from  the  Nose;  the  one  by  excision  with  a new  Instrument, 
the  other  by  improved  Forceps.  WMlh  an  Appendix,  describ-^ 
ing  an  improved  Instrument  for  the  Fistula  in  Ano,  with 
Observations  on  that  Disease.  Illustrated  with  a copper-plate, 
»ewed,  2s.  8vo. 

WHATELY’s  Improved  Method  of  Treating  Strictures  in  the 
Urethra;  the  3d  edition,  with  additions,  8vo.  boards,  7si 

WHATELY’s  Practical  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Cure  of 
Wounds  and  UlCers  on  the  Legs,  without  rest:  illustrated 
vtith  Cases,  2d  edition,  8vo.  boards,  9s. 

WEBSTER’S  (Dr.  Charlfes)  FACTS;  tending  to  shew  the  Con- 
nexion of  the  Stomach  with  Life,  Disease,  and  Recovery  ; 
sewed,  Is.  6d. 

WlTHERlNG’s(W'^m.)  Outlines  of  MINERALOGY ; 8vo.  sewed, 
2s.  6d. 

WITHERING’*  (Dr.  W.)  ACCOUNT  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Sore  Throat,  or  Scarlatina  Anginosa,  particularly  as  it  ap- 
peared at  Birmingham  in  the  Year  1773:  the  2d  edition.  To 
which  are  now  prefixed,  some  Remarks  on  the  Nature  and 
Cure  of  the  Ulcerated  Sore  Throat,  8vo.  sewed,  2s.  6d. 

WILSON’S  (Alexander)  ESSAY  on  the  Nature  of  Fever,  8vo. 
boards,  5s. 

WILSON’S  (John)  Familiar  TREATISE  on  Cutaneous  Diseases; 
exhibiting  a popular  View  of  their  respective  Symptoms,  de- 
tailing the  limits  of  secure  self  Treatment,  and  illustrating  the 
perilous  abuse  of  Indiscriminate  Remedies,  8vo.  boards,  7s.  6d. 

W'RIGHT’s  HISTORY  of  tlie  Walcheren  Remittent ; commen- 
cing with  its  advanced  slate,  when  most  dangerous  and  des- 
tructive to  the  Soldiery,  and  concluding  with  its  very  favour- 
able termination;  effected  by  those  means  first  proposed  by 
the  Author  only  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  late  and  present 
Army  Medical  Board  ; with  the  Morbid  Appearances  on  Dis- 
section; also  the  Sequels,  Anaimia,  Acholia,  Egyptian  Op- 
thalmia,  &c.  &e.  elucidated  by  Dissections.  by  'fhoinas 
Wright,  M.  D.  and  M.  R.  l.A.  &c.  &c.  price  10s.  Gd.  boards. 

T.A  IMAN  8 Familiar  .ANALISIS  of  the  Fluid  capable  of  produ- 
cing the  Phenomena  of  Electricity  of  Gahauisui  or  Cumbus- 
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tion ; with  some  Remarks,  on  Simple  Galvanic  GirdleSj  and 
their  Influence  upon  the  Vital  Principle  of  Animals;  illustrated 
by  Theories  and  Experiments  of  Alderni,  Garnett,  Davy, 
Young,  Thompson,  &c.  &c.  by  Matthew  Yatman,  Esq.  price 
Ss.  %d. 

YATMAN’s  (Matt.)  LETTER  to  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
St.  George’s  Hospital,  on  Mr.  Davy’s  Simple  Galvanic  Girdles, 
considered  as  a Topical  Assistant  Branch  of  Medicine  in  the 
Correction  of  disordered  Living  Action ; founded  upon  the 
Theories  of  Dr.  Garnett  and  Mr.  Dav}',  and  confirmed  by 
Practical  Experience  ; 8vo.  price  &d.  1811. 

YEATS’S  (Dr.  G.  D.)  STATEMENT  of  the  early  Symptoms 
which  lead  to  the  Disease  termed  Water  in  the  Brain ; with 
Observations  on  the  Necessity  of  a watchful  Attention  to  them, 
and  on  the  fatal  Consequences  of  their  Neglect;  in  a Letter  to 
Martin  Wall,  M.D.  Cliuical  Professor  at  Oxford,  &c.  &c.  8vo. 
boards,  5s. 

NISBET’s  (Dr.  W.)  MEDICAL  FRIEND  to  the  Asthmatic  Pa- 
tient,  shewing  him  the  particular  species  of  his  Disorder; 
and  also  what  to  pursue  and  what  to  avoid,  in  regard  to  Me- 
dicine, Diet,  Situation,  and  other  Circumstances  connected 
with  his  Complaint,  12mo.  boards,  3s.  Qd. 

TISSOT's  GUIDE  to  HEALTH  and  Long  Life;  or  Advice  to 
Families : being  a Treatise  upon  the  Disorders  produced  by 
the  dangerous  effects  of  a secret  and  excessive  Venery  among 
youths  of  both  sexes,  sewed,  3s.  6rf. 


CALLOW’S  MEDICAL  SUBSCRIPTION  LIBRARY. 

, CONDITIONS. 

An  Annual  Subscriber  to  pay 

Half  a Year 

Quarter  of  a Year 

One  Month 


£2  2 0 
1 5 0 

0 15  0 

0 7 0 


Annual  Subscribers  in  Town  or  Country,  paying  Three  Gui- 
neas per  Annum,  allowed  an  extra  number  oi  Books. 

Two  Octavos  allowed  at  one  Time ; one  Folio  or  Quarto  is 
reckoned  equal  to  two  Octavos. 

Gentlemen  going  to  the  East  or  W est  Indies,  may  be  sup- 
plied with  a complete  assortment  of  Books  suitable  to  the  Cli- 
mates and  Diseases,  on  the  shortest  notice. 


Fruited  by  Smith  & Daw,  17,  Queen  Street,  Seven  Dials. 
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